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Dear Lawrentians,
In the words of our founder
Amos Lawrence, much
“great and good work” is
taking place on our campus.
So many Lawrentians
are earning awards and
accolades, from prestigious
fellowships to national
music awards, to earning
transformative research grants. As the academic year
concludes, our students are showing off their work in
symposiums and showcases. And, of course, there is the
transformative learning happening in our classrooms,
laboratories, and studio spaces every day. It’s also a great
time to be a Viking, with our athletes breaking records,
winning conference championships, and a thrilling and
historic season for Vikings baseball.
There is also vital “great and good work” ahead for
Lawrence as an institution as we celebrate our 175th year.
With the support of the Board of Trustees, Lawrence is
embarking on key strategic initiatives that will impact the
student experience and best prepare the university to face
the challenges that lie ahead for higher education. This
work touches all aspects of the university, from academics,
the physical campus, Lawrence’s brand and reputation, to
the student experience and values-driven work in diversity,
equity, inclusion, and antiracism. This is a historic
investment in Lawrence’s future. As these plans develop,
we will continue to share more information and updates.
You can also read more about them in my inaugural
address beginning on page 4.

The support for these transformative initiatives was a wonderful way to begin
Inauguration Weekend. I knew this weekend would be special—family, friends,
colleagues, dignitaries, and Lawrentians from around the world came to campus
to celebrate a historic moment in Lawrence’s history—but I was incredibly
moved by the support I received as I was officially inaugurated as Lawrence’s
17th president, as well as the appreciation shown for this remarkable institution.
It was a truly joyful occasion, from the warm welcome we offered our guests,
to the spectacular performances of our Conservatory students during the
inauguration ceremony, to the academic achievements showcased at the annual
Harrison Symposium, to the Brighter Together gathering, to Mayor Woodford’s
proclamation of Lawrence 175th Anniversary Day. The weekend brought
members of the Lawrence and Appleton communities together to celebrate
our shared history and bright future, and we proved that we are truly Brighter
Together. (Read on to learn and see more about this special weekend.)
We are also preparing to cheer on our graduates as they begin their lives after
Lawrence. I am so impressed by how they have not only persevered but thrived
in one of the most challenging times in recent history. They have shined brightly
here and now are preparing to illuminate the world beyond Lawrence. And,
of course, we are ready to welcome our alumni home for the first in-person
Reunion since 2019. The Beacon on the River is calling you home, and while
we have connected virtually, I am thrilled to get to know more of you in person
during a weekend of connection and celebration.

YOUR VOICE
MATTERS!
Alumni, you can play a
key part in the brand and
reputation work taking
place as part of the historic
strategic initiatives.
Watch for an email survey
from our consulting
partners, leading higher
education marketing
firm SimpsonScarborough,
this August.
Please take the time to fill
out the survey. Your input
is invaluable.

We have more “good and great work” ahead of us, and I am confident that
together we will ensure a bright future for Lawrence and our students for
generations to come.
Sincerely,

Laurie A. Carter

Lawrence (USPS 012-683) is published by the Lawrence
University Office of Communications. Nonprofit postage paid at
Appleton, Wis., and additional mailing offices.
COVER PHOTO: Danny Damiani
Editor’s Note: This edition of the magazine went to press prior to
June’s Commencement and Reunion celebrations.
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THE INAUGURATION OF
LAURIE A. CARTER

L

aurie A. Carter was inaugurated as Lawrence’s 17th president in a light-infused
ceremony in Memorial Chapel on May 13, 2022. She is the 17th president to hold
office since 1847, the first of color. Friday’s ceremony featured delegates from other
colleges and universities, Appleton Mayor Jake Woodford ’13, members of the Board of
Trustees and Alumni Association and, of course, students.
In a showcase of the Conservatory of Music’s deep talent, Lawrence students provided
music throughout the ceremony, joined by special guest Carl Allen on drums—music
that included “rising light,” composed for the inauguration by Evan Williams ’10.
Carter’s inaugural address was followed by “This Little Light of Mine,” as attendees
clapped along while wearing bracelets that lit up the Chapel.
Carter, who began her tenure as Lawrence president in July, took note of the history
being made as she was inaugurated on a weekend that also included a celebration of the
175th anniversary of Lawrence’s founding. Her address invoked light as she discussed the
challenges in the higher education landscape and spoke of illuminating a path forward.

BEACON ON THE RIVER
INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF PRESIDENT LAURIE A. CARTER
Cory [Nettles, chair of the Lawrence Board of Trustees], thank
you for that wonderful introduction and for your extraordinary
leadership. And thank you all for joining us this evening. I would
like to express my gratitude to the Board of Trustees for the honor
of serving as the 17th President of Lawrence University. I thank
the search committee for their role in bringing us to this day, to
the presidential transition team, to the Lawrence students, faculty,
staff, and alumni for the warm welcome my family and I received
when we arrived in Appleton, and Mayor Woodford and the
Appleton community for embracing us.
On behalf of the entire university, I want to extend this same
warm welcome to all members of the Appleton and Fox Cities
communities who are with us tonight. I look forward to seeing
even more friends from the community at our Brighter Together
4

SPRING/SUMMER 2022

gathering tomorrow, which celebrates the 175-year connection
between Lawrence and Appleton. Not only are we brighter
together, but we are also stronger together.
I would also like to thank the speakers, artists, and dignitaries
participating in tonight’s ceremony. Carl Allen, my partner in
Jazz, thank you for your music and your friendship. And to
Joseph [Polisi], Ron [Crutcher], and Dan [Greenstein], your kind
words mean a great deal to me. Each of you continue to play such
an important role in my life. And Robert [Battle], watching you
grow from a 17-year-old dancer into the leader of The Alvin Ailey
American Dance Theater, one of the world’s preeminent dance
companies, has given me incredible joy. My career has always
focused on students and their success. Having you here tonight is
an honor. Thank you.
Photo: Kai Frueh ’25
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And for the last 17 days, Cole Hepburn and
Carter Robinson, with the help of students
and staff started the inaugural process by
spreading kindness across campus and in
the community. Thank you for reminding us
that kindness matters.
I am incredibly blessed to have an
extraordinary family and amazing friends
and colleagues. Thank you for your support
and for being here with me. I especially want
to thank my three brothers, James, Bryan,
and Jason, and my sister-in-law, Yolanda
and brother-in-law Michael. Your support
means the world to me. And to my nephew
Willie, who with his three-year-old daughter,
Maya, flew here from Italy to be with me at
this moment. Thank you for being here
to support me and to honor your mother.
I know she is smiling down on us.

“Lawrence University is
fortunate to have someone
with President Carter’s deep
experience and commitment
to higher education at the
helm. Working together
with faculty, staff, students,
trustees, alumni and other
supporters, I have no doubt
that Lawrence University
will make great strides
under President Carter’s
leadership.”

in the midst of adversity. Over the course of
my college career, I leaned into those lessons
and developed grit, determination, and drive
through my experiences as a first-generation
student. I thrived both inside and outside
of the classroom. I tutored other students,
performed in theater productions and hosted
my own radio show. I was often first on the
track in the 100- and 400-meter hurdles,
as well as in other sprints, relays, and field
events. I earned a spot in my alma mater’s
athletic hall of fame and that competitive spirit
still lives in me.

Carter Walker Robinson places the presidential chain of office and
medallion on his mother, President Laurie A. Carter’s, shoulders
during her inauguration ceremony in Memorial Chapel, May 13, 2022.
Photo: Danny Damiani

I brought that drive with me when I started my
career. I was the first African American and
youngest director of residence life at Fairleigh
Dickinson University and then the first African
—Ronald Crutcher, President
American Vice President at The Juilliard
Emeritus, University of
School, where I was also the first General
Richmond
Counsel and the first Executive Director of Jazz
And I would not be standing here tonight without the love and
Studies, a program I co-created. I was the first woman and first
support of my husband, Gary, and our son, Carter. Gary, thank you
African American President of Shippensburg University and am
for always being there for me while I live out my purpose. Carter,
now the first African American President of Lawrence University.
you are the light that your father and I brought into the world. We
Without realizing it, I embraced the first in first generation and
love watching you shine and know that you will use your light to
made it into a career of firsts.
make oceans cleaner and the world a better place.
Without realizing it, These opportunities have given me the chance
Many of you know that I was a first-generation
I embraced the first to work with young people from across the globe
college student. Like many first-generation students,
and to mentor and support them as they grow and
in
first
generation
I didn’t have anyone to guide me through the
develop into people who are changing the world.
and made it into a
college process. I had to figure things out on my
I have had the honor of seeing them at their best
own, and I didn’t know what I didn’t know.
and at their worst.
career of firsts.

—Laurie A. Carter
Thankfully, I had people around me who believed
Maya Angelou said nothing can dim the light from
in me when I didn’t believe in myself: Coaches,
within. Experience has taught me that sometimes
faculty, and administrators who introduced me to literature and
you need to help others find their internal light. When students
ideas that opened my eyes to the world, guided me when I needed
feel they are in their darkest days, it has become my purpose,
direction, and challenged me when I got off track. I also had great
my “why,” to be a beacon to help them find their way, their light
cheerleaders in my parents, James and Harriet Carter, who were
within, and, ultimately, to achieve their purpose. It is a gift to have
always there for me. I am so grateful for their love and support.
been that beacon for so many young people.
They may not have known firsthand about the college journey, but
they knew that their support mattered in my success.
Not surprisingly, it is the light that drew me to Lawrence University.
I stand on the shoulders of the generations that came before
me. I observed my parents and grandparents live lives of service

6

SPRING/SUMMER 2022

For the last 175 years, Lawrence University has sat on the banks of
the Fox River, calling students to its light: a Beacon on the River.

“... Laurie said that one day she hoped to have an educational administrative position, which I felt
involved responsibilities well below her evident talent. I remember saying, ‘Why would you want that type
of job when you can be president of the whole institution?’ I feel deeply gratified that President Carter
followed my advice as we celebrate her inauguration today as the president of Lawrence University.”
				—
Joseph W. Polisi, President Emeritus and Chief China Officer, The Juilliard School

LAWRENCE
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Student musicians Alex Rothstein ’22
(saxophone), Earl Simons ’22 (trumpet),
and Aaron Brenton ’23 (bass) join special
guest Carl Allen (drums) in a performance
of Blues March. Photo: Danny Damiani

“To colleagues at Lawrence University,
you have done a tremendous job in
landing one of the leading higher
education professionals … operating
today. President Carter has a real
passion for our students. She has a
passion for our mission.”
—Dan Greenstein, Chancellor, Pennsylvania
State System of Higher Education

For 175 years, this Beacon
on the River has illuminated
students’ journeys of enrichment
and exploration, igniting their
passions and propelling them into
meaningful careers that impact
their communities, our nation,
and the world. This is what a
liberal arts education—a Lawrence
education—does.
—Laurie A. Carter

And this beacon’s light, more light called to me. The more light
I have, the more I can share, and the more lives I can impact.
This is why I am so honored to be standing here today.
I came to Lawrence knowing that a liberal arts education is
exactly what today’s society demands. It is what society has always
demanded. When I review the resumes of Lawrence’s alumni—
top lawyers, leading corporate executives, dedicated teachers,
cutting-edge doctors, community organizers, entrepreneurs, and
award-winning writers and musicians—I am inspired to ensure
that Lawrence deepens its commitment to the liberal arts and
secures its place as a national leader in the higher education.
For 175 years, this Beacon on the River has illuminated students’
journeys of enrichment and exploration, igniting their passions
and propelling them into meaningful careers that impact their
communities, our nation, and the world. This is what a liberal arts
education—a Lawrence education—does.
Prior to arriving at Lawrence, I sat on the Board of the
Pennsylvania Chamber of Commerce.
I listened to my colleagues from the business sector talk about
the need for employees who can write well, present strong
presentations, solve complex problems, work in teams, and think
critically. It was apparent to me that they were talking about the
skills gained through a liberal arts education.

8
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Delegates from other higher education institutions lead the Inaugural procession into Memorial Chapel.
Photo: Liz Boutelle

Not everyone shares this same appreciation for the liberal arts.
Society questioned the value of higher education and the liberal
arts, in particular, even prior to the pandemic. Some of the most
prominent issues in this national debate are the cost of tuition,
student loan debt and access to higher education. I am grateful
to my predecessor, Mark Burstein, for his work to address these
issues at Lawrence.

campus culture that is working toward creating a stronger sense
of belonging for all students. Thank you, Mark.

Mark raised significant funds to put Lawrence on the course of
becoming a full need institution, while reducing the amount
of loans our students need to cover their costs. He also led the
Lawrence team in creating a more diverse student body and a

We know that students succeed when the faculty and staff
supporting them have the resources they require to provide an
exceptional academic experience. We have spent the last few
months working across campus to identify Lawrence’s most
pressing needs, listening to our community and exploring
institutional data. The data tell us that we at Lawrence need to
better resource our faculty and staff, increase our applicant pool,
deepen our work in diversity, equity and inclusion, and continue
to build our reputation.

Lawrence University Alumni Association President Matthew Murphy ’06 delivers
welcoming remarks. Photo: Liz Boutelle

Yet more work remains as we face the challenges ahead. The task
before us will require all of us, faculty, staff, students, alumni,
and community members alike, to work together to ensure this
Beacon on the River shines brighter than ever before.

As Lawrence has done throughout its 175-year history, we are
prepared to address these needs head-on. Earlier today, the
Board of Trustees agreed to strategies and metrics for a strategic
investment in the institution that includes additional support
for academic programs and faculty development; facilities and
technological infrastructure; diversity, equity, inclusion and antiracism; reputational enhancement; and better compensation for
our faculty and staff.

This historic action by the Board will permit us to secure the
equipment faculty require to prepare students for life after
Lawrence; create more technologically advanced classroom spaces;
and provide additional resources to some of our newer academic
programs as they continue to grow. These innovations will enable
us to keep pace with the demands and expectations of prospective
students and their families. They will also send a clear message
to our faculty and staff that we value them and understand that
excellence requires investment. I want to thank our Board for
investing in the future of this remarkable institution.
In the current challenging environment, maintaining our position
as a selective national liberal arts institution is key to our future
success. Lawrence continues to attract high academic achievers,
yet the enrollment cliff predicted for 2025-26 means that there
will be fewer high school graduates, particularly in the Midwest
and the Northeast. We are already seeing the results of more
aggressive recruiting and financial aid packaging from our peers
as the higher education landscape becomes more competitive.
But Lawrence is well positioned to continue to lead during this
turbulent time.
Thanks to generous donors, we have already made improvements
to our residence halls. The investments approved by the Board
continue our work, allowing Student Life to reorganize to respond
to changing student needs; develop a first-year experience
program to provide extra and co-curricular support to our

LAWRENCE
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“I know that so much has been said about your
accomplishments and abilities as a leader of
excellence. But this kid right here, who was born
bowlegged … this kid from Liberty City who
sometimes felt I didn’t belong—this kid that still
resides in me wants to thank you for showing me
that I belonged, that I could only be limited by
my imagination.”
		

—Robert Battle, Director of
Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater

Our commitment to diversity extended even further when Lawrence
joined with the all-women’s Milwaukee-Downer College in 1964.

Director of Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater
Robert Battle celebrates Laurie A. Carter.
Photo: Danny Damiani

students; review our student advising program to ensure it is
consistent with best practices. We are also taking another look
at our Career Center to create ways for students to have earlier
engagement with the office and experience high-impact practices
like internships, mentoring, and study abroad. Increasing
support for the Conservatory and Athletics, which account for 20
percent and 25 percent of our student population, is also vital to
the university’s success.
Enhancing these student experiences will
ensure that Lawrence remains a beacon for
current and future Lawrentians.
I mentioned earlier the diversity, equity and
inclusion work taking place on campus. Last
May, the Board determined that Lawrence
should deepen that work and become
an anti-racist institution. This work is
consistent with the values of our founder,
abolitionist Amos Lawrence, and Lawrence
University’s status as one of the first
co-educational institutions in the country.

10
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Our continuing work will be consistent with the needs of today’s
society. A demographic shift is taking place in the country. It is
forecast that more students of color will be attending college in
the coming years. In addition, the number of first-generation
college students is on the rise. We must be prepared to receive
these students and provide them with a sense of belonging. In
all of my roles as a first, I have worked to create an environment
where everyone can thrive, and I am committed to working across
campus and in the community to do the same at Lawrence.

Chair of the Lawrence University Board of Trustees Cory Nettles ’92 begins the
investiture of Laurie A. Carter as Lawrence’s 17th president. Photo: Liz Boutelle

I have heard many stories from students and alumni who have
not felt welcome or supported, but I am confident we can do
better. Just last month, we held the annual President’s Ball. It
was wonderful to see students of different colors, identities,
and nationalities come together for an evening of music and
dancing. The event demonstrated that there is a place for everyone
at Lawrence. And we will continue to work to ensure that all
students can thrive at the university.

Lawrence students, faculty, staff, alumni—
you are the best examples of a transformative
Lawrence education. Lawrence parents and
friends—you are our biggest cheerleaders.
				—
Laurie A. Carter
You may have noticed our new website, which launched earlier
this spring. I want to thank our communications and marketing
team, as well as the entire campus community, for their work
in updating that critical recruitment vehicle. The website was
an important first step in better showcasing the university’s
strengths and value. We have recently engaged a nationally
recognized marketing firm to assist us in telling Lawrence’s story
and highlighting the excellent education we provide so that it
is more compelling to prospective students and their families.
We also plan to expand our outreach by investing in more
digital marketing opportunities. So don’t be surprised if you see
Lawrence pop up in a few more Google searches.
Continuing this theme, I’d now like to take some time to boast a
little on behalf of the university. Did you know that Lawrence is
the #1 liberal arts college in Wisconsin? It’s also one of 40 schools
featured in the New York Times bestselling Colleges that Change
Lives. And home to a world-class Conservatory of Music.
Our students regularly win national prizes like Fulbrights and
Watson Fellowships. Our faculty conduct cutting edge research
that is supported by grants from entities like the National Science
Foundation and the National Endowment for the Humanities.
Their work is featured in the New York Times and Milwaukee
Journal Sentinel and receives local and regional honors from
community organizations and professional associations.
These examples all showcase Lawrence’s extraordinary scholars
and artists and the transformative education our students receive.
And it’s more important than ever that we share this news with

Dineah Peterson ’22 (Navajo Nation) delivers Lawrence University’s Land
Acknowledgement. Photo: Liz Boutelle

the world. And we ask each of you to share Lawrence’s good news
as well.
Lawrence students, faculty, staff, alumni—you are the best
examples of a transformative Lawrence education. Lawrence
parents and friends—you are our biggest cheerleaders. When you
leave this ceremony tonight, share what you love about Lawrence.
Or what you’ve learned about the university and its community
during your time in Appleton.
You can even start with this Tweet: Lawrence University is an
extraordinary liberal arts community dedicated to excellence and
integrity, collaboration and creativity, nestled in the vibrant city of
Appleton, WI. Help us share our story far and wide!
This is not an easy time to be a university president, and I do not
accept the challenge of leading this great university lightly. But
as Langston Hughes said in his poem Mother to Son, “Life for me
ain’t been no crystal stair,” and leading two different universities
during a pandemic while grieving the loss of loved ones has

LAWRENCE
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“We know that Lawrence is at a pivotal moment in its history.
We illuminate a path forward. We are Lawrentians.”
—Laurie A. Carter

taught me a lot about shining light into darkness. I know full well
that a flickering light can recover its brilliance.
The world is rapidly changing. We cannot stand still. Like the
river that flows through our campus, we must move with the
current while honoring the shore around us. Buddha said, “Doubt
everything and find your own light.” We have heard the skeptical
discourse around higher education and the liberal arts. We doubt
that it is insurmountable. We see clearly the shifting student
demographics before us. We stand firm in our belief that the
education we provide will meet the needs of current and future
students. We know that Lawrence is at a pivotal moment in its
history. We illuminate a path forward.

We are Lawrentians.
And as this Beacon on the River provides light, more light, we will
continue to hold firm to our tradition of providing an exceptional
liberal arts education to our students.
Students, you inspire me. You bring so much light to this
campus. You have a light within that gives you the potential to
become a beacon of your own. The beacon the world needs for
a more kind and sustainable future. I encourage you to let your
light shine. ▪

President Laurie A. Carter during her inaugural
address. Photo: Thompson Photo Imagery
12
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Daniel Boyd ’23, who performed at
the ceremony, hugs President Carter.
Photo: Kai Frueh ’25
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BRIGHTER TOGETHER
A Community Celebration

Lawrence University capped the historic inauguration
weekend with a Brighter Together gathering and other
events that celebrated President Laurie A. Carter’s
inauguration and the 175th anniversary of Lawrence’s
founding in 1847.
The picnic on Main Hall Green featured food, live music,
games, and a resource fair with more than a dozen area
nonprofits that have been ongoing community partners

with Lawrence. With the Fox Cities community invited to
join the Lawrence community for the festivities, it provided
an opportunity to build community and celebrate shared
histories under sunny skies.

LEFT:
Perusing the
pottery sale
in Wriston
Art Gallery.

The day also featured student research presentations,
faculty and alumni talks, Wriston Gallery tours, and jazz
and theatre performances.

Photo:
Liz Boutelle

President Carter has fun with students and staff. Photo: Kai Frueh ’25

Gaston Kaison ’22
Photo: Kai Frueh ’25

Community partners from African Heritage, Inc.
Photo: Liz Boutelle

Lawrence University Mariachi Ensemble
Photo: Liz Boutelle

Appleton Mayor Jacob Woodford ’13
Photo: Danny Damiani

Community partner engagement fair. Photo: Liz Boutelle

Clyde Cassel ’76 celebrates during the LUBAN brunch. Photo: Danny Damiani

Historic Moment, Historic Gift

LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY BLACK ALUMNI NETWORK GIVES BACK

The Lawrence University Black Alumni Network (LUBAN)
brunch was a celebration within the celebration, with Black
alumni applauding President Laurie A. Carter—the university’s
first president of color—at this historic moment in Lawrence’s
history. LUBAN presented Carter with a $175,000 gift to Lawrence
supporting important inclusion and antiracism work.
“Thank you for being here at this unbelievable time, this historic
time, this celebratory time,” Cory Nettles ’92, chair of the Board
of Trustees, told those gathered in Warch Campus Center.
He said the financial gift from LUBAN is an opportunity to
embrace the moment and help move a great institution to even
greater heights.
14
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“We belong here, too, and it’s our opportunity to impact this
place and make it greater than it already is,” Nettles said. “To our
current students in particular, you are the reason we are here, you
are the reason we do this work.”
Carter told those gathered how grateful she is for their support
and their ongoing commitment to Lawrence. That support is an
important message to current students of color and those who
will come in the future.
“I want our students to know they can do anything they set their
minds to, just as you have,” she said.

LAWRENCE
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HIDDEN HISTORY:

Manhattan Project, health physics
wrapped into legacy of Elda Anderson

A

painting of Elda Anderson, created by a former
Lawrence University physics student, hangs on the wall
in Megan Pickett’s cramped office in Youngchild Hall.
On her desk is a coffee mug bearing the image of Anderson; it’s
among the physics professor’s most prized possessions.

degree from Ripon College and a master’s and Ph.D. from the
University of Wisconsin–Madison, and served as principal of
Menasha High School before joining the Milwaukee-Downer faculty.

And circled on her calendar is Oct. 5, when Lawrence’s Society of
Physics Students and Women in Physics will honor the birthday
of Anderson in what they hope will become an annual tribute.

As Lawrence celebrates the 175th anniversary of its founding in
1847, it also celebrates the shared history of Milwaukee-Downer.
Anderson is infused in that history, a brilliant scientist and
educator who taught at the Milwaukee women’s college from
1929 to 1941 and again from 1945 to 1949.

Elda Anderson, after all, is well known in and around the first
floor of Youngchild Hall—revered as a pioneering scientist and
educator who taught at Milwaukee-Downer College and was

It is there that Pickett feels a strong connection. In 2010,
Pickett became the first woman at Lawrence to earn tenure in
physics, and she would later become the first woman to chair

recruited in the early 1940s to work on the Manhattan Project,
the code name for the secret development
of the atomic weapon that would be used
to end World War II. She is credited with
the creation of the first pure sample of
uranium-235, key to the development of the
bomb. And, spurred by what she saw and
experienced in her three and a half years in
Princeton, New Jersey, and then Los Alamos,
New Mexico, she would spend the latter part
of her career warning of the dangers of the
atomic age and pioneering new research in
the protection of people from radiation.

the Physics Department—second only to Anderson when the
Lawrence and Milwaukee-Downer histories
are taken together.

By Ed Berthiaume

“I’ve always been
interested in elevating
women’s voices in
the sciences.”

—Megan Pickett,
associate professor
of physics

Yet, save for members of the Health
Physics Society, a professional organization she co-founded, and
historians who have studied the Manhattan Project, Anderson
remains mostly out of public view once you leave Youngchild Hall.
Pickett, an associate professor of physics, is on a mission to
change that—at the very least at Lawrence, which merged with
Milwaukee-Downer in 1964, three years after Anderson’s death.
She is working on a biography of Anderson, one that details
Anderson’s deep contributions to science, her critical role in
the Manhattan Project, her dedication to teaching, her place
in Milwaukee-Downer and Lawrence history—she was the
first woman to earn tenure in physics and the first woman to
serve as chair of the Physics Department—and her deep roots
in Wisconsin. She grew up in Green Lake, earned a bachelor’s

It was a note in 2010 from Lawrence’s
archivist, Julia Stringfellow, shortly
after Pickett’s tenure appointment was
announced, that first alerted her to
Anderson. The connection immediately
resonated.
“I’ve always been interested in elevating
women’s voices in the sciences,” Pickett
said.

But what she found when she went looking for more was
disappointing. The information on Anderson available online
is limited. There is no biography. There is no detailed reporting
of her contributions to science, only general references to the
Manhattan Project and her teaching career. She is part of a
generation of women scientists whose histories are mostly
hidden.
So, after a number of starts and stops over the past dozen years,
Pickett made a commitment in the fall to tackle the biography
project. She wants to raise Anderson’s profile—and that of
Milwaukee-Downer—during Lawrence’s 175th anniversary year
and she wants to begin laying the foundation for a significant
celebration in 2024 that will mark Anderson’s 125th birthday.

Megan Pickett shows off her prized Elda Anderson mug. Photo: Danny Damiani
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“She had earned her Ph.D. at Madison in looking at very fine
detail of two metals, cobalt and nickel,” Pickett said. “You vaporize
the metal and then you shine that light across essentially a prism,
and that would make a rainbow pattern on a distant screen. You
can then count the different colors, and it’s from that pattern of
colors that you could determine the atomic structure of these
elements. She was looking at very specific kinds of elements, and
she was looking at such fine detail that the light was spread over
21 feet. She was looking at lines of light
that had hundreds of thousands of peaks
per centimeter.”
As Anderson finished her Ph.D. in
1941—while still teaching at MilwaukeeDowner—World War II was raging. With
fears growing that Germany was closing
in on the development of a weapon using
nuclear technology, the U.S. government
launched the Manhattan Project in 1942,
bringing together select scientists and
the U.S. military in what became a frantic
race to develop an atomic bomb.

The painting of Elda Anderson that hangs in Megan Pickett’s office was created by Aedan Gardill ’18, a physics major now doing graduate work in physics at the University
of Wisconsin–Madison—just as Anderson did nearly a century ago. The painting incorporates a portrait of Anderson taken from her days at Oak Ridge National Laboratory
and the Health Physics Society, about 1957. The middle strip is a representation of the light emitted by cobalt and nickel. For her dissertation, Anderson constructed a
spectrometer and studied the patterns of light given by highly ionized nickel and cobalt—samples that were super-heated. Each strip of color is due to the tiniest spacing
between electron orbits in the elements. To accomplish her work, the Ni and Co sources needed to glow across 21 feet to a 5-foot plane of glass coated in photographic
emulsion. She then measured the hundreds of fine lines by hand, and from that was able to piece together the detailed atomic structure of both elements. It was this
dedication and precision that attracted the attention of the Office of Scientific Research and Development at Princeton in 1942, which would lead to her recruitment in 1943 to
Project Y, the Los Alamos site for the Manhattan Project.

Pickett began by making Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
requests to learn more about Anderson’s work on the Manhattan
Project at both Princeton and Los Alamos—some of it remains
classified—and she is seeking printed materials from the
Milwaukee-Downer archives, from Anderson’s other academic
and professional stops, and from various historical societies.
She located a great nephew, hoping to learn more about the
family’s history.
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“After finding there is really nothing substantial written about her,
I got upset and decided I’ll write it myself,” Pickett said.
Much of Pickett’s writing will zero in on how Anderson, then in
her 12th year teaching at Milwaukee-Downer, caught the attention
of U.S. government officials who were launching the secretive
Manhattan Project. She had been doing exacting research in
spectroscopy, the study of the absorption and emission of light
and other radiation by matter.

It didn’t take long for Anderson’s work to draw notice, according
to a 2018 report from the American Nuclear Society: “Working in
a cyclotron group, Dr. Anderson focused mainly on spectroscopy
and neutron cross-section measurements. Her work led her to
produce the lab’s first sample of uranium-235.”

“The real task before
the world is to end
war, and one has only
to recall Hiroshima
and Nagasaki to know
that we must succeed.”
—Elda Anderson on
Milwaukee-Downer Day
in 1947

“So, Elda is doing all this work and
she’s finding atomic structure at such
an incredible level by hand that she
catches the attention of the war office,” Pickett said.

ABOUT THE PAINTING

“She was hired because she was a great spectroscopist and
experimentalist,” Pickett said.

Anderson initially joined the war effort at Princeton University,
a lead player in nuclear physics research. But in early 1943,
Project Y was formally launched, amid much secrecy, as the next
step in the Manhattan Project. Theoretical physicist J. Robert
Oppenheimer, who had been working on the concept of nuclear
fission, was named director of the Los Alamos Laboratory in
northern New Mexico. Anderson would be transferred to Los
Alamos shortly thereafter, with the study of fission as her focus.
“She was one of the first 100 to arrive in Los Alamos,” Pickett said.
Thousands more would follow as the research project became
a city unto itself.

That was a big deal, Pickett said. Unlike
uranium-238, U235 is fissile, meaning it can
sustain a nuclear chain reaction. It marked a
significant turning point in the research.
The Atomic Heritage Foundation said of
Anderson: “Her diligence and intellect
would make her a key figure in the atomic
bomb’s creation.”
On July 16, 1945, in a remote desert location
in New Mexico—two and a half years
after Project Y had launched—the Trinity
Test would become the first successful
detonation of an atomic bomb. Anderson
was on hand to witness the test.

“We knew that the bomb was perfected, that it would work,”
Anderson told the Milwaukee Journal in January 1946. “We were only
waiting for news of the time and place of its use.”
The hope was that the successful Trinity Test would lead to an
immediate surrender by Japan. That did not happen, and on
Aug. 6, 1945, the “Little Boy” bomb was dropped over Hiroshima;
three days later, the “Fat Man” bomb was dropped over Nagasaki,
leading to Japan’s surrender and the war’s end.
“Without Elda, we don’t have a pure sample of U235 on time, the
bomb doesn’t work, and the war doesn’t end, arguably,” Pickett
said. “She played a critical role in the Manhattan Project.”
Following the war’s end, Anderson would return to MilwaukeeDowner and teach for four more years. She was celebrated upon
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her return, but she came back to campus with a stark message:
The nuclear age that has dawned puts the world in peril.

She died in 1961, just shy of her 61st birthday. Her body was
returned to Wisconsin for burial in Green Lake.

Pickett found a May 1946 story in Milwaukee-Downer’s Hawthorn
Leaves, written shortly after Anderson returned to campus, that
describes her as a “remarkable person” beloved by her students.

A year later, the Health Physics Society launched the Elda
Anderson Award, given to a scientist under the age of 40 who
makes significant contributions to the profession of health
physics. It has now been awarded annually for six decades.

And Pickett found a letter written by Anderson to alumni in
1947—part of Milwaukee-Downer Day—that implores them to be
vigilant about the dangers that have come with the development
of the atomic bomb and the race of nations to develop and grow
their nuclear powers.
“The second year of this Atomic Age has begun, and we cannot
close our eyes to the fact that an atomic armament race has
begun,” Anderson wrote. “Be assured that if another war comes,
atomic armaments will be used. Thus, the real task before the
world is to end war, and one has only to recall Hiroshima and
Nagasaki to know that we must succeed.”
By 1949, Anderson had turned her focus to the dangers of
radiation. She left Milwaukee-Downer to become the first chief
of education and training for the Health Physics Division at the
Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. She
went on to co-found the Health Physics Society, and she led
U.S. radiation protection training programs, training the first
specialists in the field of health physics.

For Pickett, the search for more information on Anderson is
ongoing. She was anticipating the arrival of 10 boxes of materials
from the Milwaukee-Downer Archives, housed at the University
of Wisconsin–Milwaukee. And she awaits responses to her
FOIA requests from various departments and agencies in the
federal government.
Her commitment to the project, to raising Anderson’s profile,
grows by the day.
“I like to refer to her as the Milwaukee Marie Curie,” Pickett
said, referencing the Polish and naturalized-French physicist and
chemist who pioneered research on radioactivity. “She really has
a lot of similar aspects to her story.”
She wants to share Anderson’s journey to Milwaukee-Downer,
which included her undergraduate years at Ripon, a master’s in
physics and a doctorate in atomic spectroscopy from UW, a stint
teaching at Estherville Junior College (a predecessor to what is
now Iowa Lakes Community College), and two years working as a
science teacher and principal at Menasha High School. She wants
to share how and why Anderson came to be part of the Manhattan
Project, and she wants to document how those experiences
led her into the burgeoning world of health physics.

1899: Born in Green Lake, Wisconsin, October 5

“I have been living with Elda in my mind for the last 12 years or

1929: Joined the Milwaukee-Downer College physics faculty
1931: T
 ook a leave of absence for a fellowship at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

In 1956, Anderson was diagnosed with cancer—first leukemia,
then breast cancer.

so, ever since I got that message from our archivist,” Pickett said.
“I want to tell her story. And I can’t wait for people to not have
to ask me who that is.” ▪

1942: Began working on the Manhattan Project in Princeton, New Jersey

“It’s not clear whether it was due to her war research, but a lot of

Ed Berthiaume is director of public information at Lawrence University.
ed.c.berthiaume@lawrence.edu

“She helped Vanderbilt University create a master’s degree
program in health physics,” Pickett said. “She became president
of the Health Physics Society, creating these special classes.
She’d travel internationally, to Sweden, Belgium, India, elsewhere,
teaching radiation safety protocols, some of which we still
use today.”

people believed it was,” Pickett said.

Megan Pickett presents a lecture on Elda. Photo Danny Damiani

ELDA ANDERSON TIMELINE

1922: Graduated from Ripon College
1924: R
 eceived a master’s degree in physics from the University of Wisconsin–Madison
1924: B
 egan teaching science and math at Estherville (Iowa) Junior College, where she created the Sciences Division and became its first dean at age 25
1927: Began as principal and science teacher at Menasha High School

1934: Named chair of the Physics Department at Milwaukee-Downer
1941: R
 eceived a Ph.D. in atomic spectroscopy from UW–Madison; promoted to professor

1943: T
 ransferred to Los Alamos, New Mexico, to work on Project Y, part of the Manhattan Project
1945: Witnessed the testing of the first atomic bomb
1945: Returned to Milwaukee-Downer College
1949: L eft Milwaukee-Downer to help launch the Health Physics Division at the Oak Ridge National Laboratory in Oak Ridge, Tennessee
1956: Diagnosed with leukemia (later diagnosed with breast cancer)
1961: Died in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, April 17
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ANGELOU TO ZAPPA:

47 Famous Visitors Who Are Part of
Lawrence History
by Ed Berthiaume

1. FREDERICK DOUGLASS, 1866: The famed orator and abolitionist made
several stops across Wisconsin in 1866, one year after the assassination
of President Abraham Lincoln. News reports had him in Janesville and
then Oshkosh before coming to Lawrence for a May 3 speech before the
Philalethean Society in Main Hall. The Crescent reported on the speech and the
Appleton Motor advertised the coming speech of Fred Douglass. The Crescent
called Douglass “an eloquent speaker, easy and graceful in manner, withering
in sarcasm” and said his speech, “The Assassination and its Lessons,” was the
“same lecture he has been giving so patriotically all over the country.”
2. WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT, 1911: This is the first and only time a sitting
president has come to the Lawrence campus. Taft spoke in late October
1911, addressing about 10,000 people from the front steps of Main Hall. Taft
was welcomed by a group of students and faculty inside Main Hall before
emerging through the front doors to give his speech, according to coverage by
The Lawrentian. Taft went on to talk about conflict in Europe and America’s
role in the world.
3. BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, 1914: Born into slavery, the legendary author
and educator would go on to found and lead the Tuskegee Institute (now
University) and become one of the most influential Black voices in the late
19th century and early 20th century. He came to Lawrence to speak one year
before his death at age 59. The Lawrentian covered Washington’s speech,
saying he “gave a highly interesting description of his life, his struggle for
education, and of the founding and successful growth of the Tuskegee
schools.” The student newspaper said Washington “brought his address to
a close with a plea for a sympathetic understanding between the white and
black inhabitants of America.” The paper went on to state: “Dr. Washington
was very well received, and leaves a host of friends and admirers in Lawrence
and Appleton.”

U.S. Rep. John Lewis was honored at Lawrence’s 2015 Commencement. It was his third visit to campus. (Lawrence Archives)

T

hey’ve come to campus as commencement and
convocation guests. They’ve come to deliver musical
performances. They’ve come as candidates on the
campaign trail. They’ve come as invited speakers.
As Lawrence University celebrates the 175th anniversary of its
founding in 1847, we take a moment to remember these famous
visitors to campus. Our list includes one sitting United States
president, three others who would go on to win the presidency,
and one former president. It includes icons of the music world
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and writers of global fame. It includes civil rights activists
who changed the world and news makers who dominated the
headlines, for better or worse.
Please note that this is not a complete list of every notable visitor
to Lawrence. There have been hundreds. We’ve chosen to provide
a flashback to 20 of these memorable visits, and then salute
another 27 with a listing at the end. That brings it to 47 in honor
of, yes, 1847.

4. WILLIAM BUTLER YEATS, 1920: An icon of 20th-century literature, Yeats
spoke about poetry, theater work, and his Irish roots in a visit to Memorial
Chapel. The Lawrentian previewed his visit with a front-page story the day
before: “In welcoming Mr. Yeats, Appleton and Lawrence College realize what
a splendid opportunity is theirs,” the story read. “It is not often that we have
the good fortune to hear a man of such international reputation as the great
Irish poet.”
5. JOHN PHILIP SOUSA, 1924, 1926: “The March King” made two visits to
Lawrence, leading performances in Memorial Chapel. He was an American
composer and conductor of the late Romantic era whose work lives on in the
form of military marches—The Stars and Stripes Forever, The Washington Post
March, and the Marine Corps’ Semper Fidelis, among them. His performances
were among the early musical draws to the Chapel, which was built and
dedicated in late 1918.

President Taft speaks in front of Lawrence’s Main Hall on Oct. 26, 1911.
(Lawrence Archives)
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Los Angeles. “Ella rocked Lawrence College’s staid, old Memorial
Chapel with a battery of upbeat material Tuesday night,” The PostCrescent reported. “And she appeared to enjoy every minute of it.
She carried the torch, too, as only she can do. A house just short
of capacity couldn’t have loved the first lady of song more.”

Joyce Carol Oates (Lawrence Archives)

6. MARIAN ANDERSON, 1941: The celebrated contralto who
paved the way for other Black artists delivered a brilliant concert
performance at Memorial Chapel, the overflow audience calling
her back for multiple encores. “No artist in recent years in
Appleton has received the tribute which the audience gave Marian
Anderson,” The Lawrentian reported. But off campus, Anderson
wasn’t treated as well. Appleton was a “sundown” town at the
time. News reports say Anderson was allowed to stay the night in
Appleton’s Conway Hotel, but she wasn’t allowed to have dinner
in the public dining room. In 2014, Lawrence held a concert
in tribute to Anderson, recreating the repertoire from her 1941
performance.
7. FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT, 1943: The famously blunt and
outspoken architect paid a visit to Lawrence in November 1943,
speaking to students about architecture and a bevy of other
topics of the day. He told students to stay true to their ideals. The
Lawrentian reported on his talk: “He believes that no one should
ever compromise if he feels he is right. An architect, a professor,
or anyone, should feel that it is not worthwhile to live if he cannot
stick to his ideas absolutely.”
8. LOUIS ARMSTRONG, 1960: The jazz pioneer nicknamed
“Satchmo” made a late-career visit to Lawrence’s Memorial
Chapel. His appearance pre-dated Ella Fitzgerald’s concert by a
year. The Lawrentian previewed Armstrong’s visit, calling him “the
greatest of all jazz musicians” and urged the campus community
to get their $2 tickets early or risk being left out. “Because of the
interest expressed by townspeople and high schools in the area,
it seems that the concert will be quickly sold out,” the student
newspaper reported. Indeed, it was.
9. ELLA FITZGERALD, 1961: The “First Lady of Song” was a
full-on jazz superstar when she performed in concert at Memorial
Chapel in early May. Her visit to Lawrence was a cross-country
stopover between a two-and-a-half-week stand at New York’s Basin
Street East and a three-week engagement at the Crescendo in
24
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10. JOHN LEWIS, 1964, 2005, 2015: In June 2015, Rep. John Lewis
returned to Lawrence to deliver the Commencement address
in the 50th anniversary year of the passage of the Voting Rights
Act. It marked the civil rights icon’s third visit to Lawrence.
He first came to campus in 1964 as head field secretary of the
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. He would return
to deliver a convocation address in Memorial Chapel in 2005. In
his Commencement address, Lewis pledged unity no matter your
race, religion, or sexual identity. “We are one people, we are one
family, we are one house,” he said. “We are brothers and sisters.”
11. ABBIE HOFFMAN, 1970: Hoffman was one of the
counterculture’s most visible figures in the late ’60s and early ’70s.
With other radicals of the time, he formed the Youth International
Party (Yippies), protesting capitalism and the Vietnam War. He was
a leader of the “Conspiracy Seven,” charged with inciting riots at
the 1968 Democratic convention in Chicago. The trial was ongoing
when he visited Lawrence to speak at Memorial Chapel as part of a
two-day symposium that a student organizer described as insight
into youth culture and urban studies.
12. MAYA ANGELOU, 1976 AND 1997: The poet, memoirist, and
civil rights activist has been among the most influential voices
in America over the past 50 years. She was awarded an honorary
degree by Lawrence in 1976, seven years after I Know Why the
Caged Bird Sings drew international acclaim and launched a
phenomenal literary career. She would return to campus more
than two decades later to deliver a convocation address in 1997.
She was greeted by an overflow crowd in Memorial Chapel.

Maya Angelou made her second visit to campus in 1997. (Lawrence Archives)

13. YO-YO MA, 1986: One of the most accomplished cellists of all
time paid a visit to Memorial Chapel in 1986. The one-time child
prodigy was 31 when he performed at Lawrence as part of the
1985-86 Performing Arts Series. He was fresh off winning a 1985
Grammy for Outstanding Solo Performance. That would be the
first of 18 Grammys he would win in a career that has also seen
him awarded the National Medal of Arts and a Presidential Medal
of Freedom.
14. WYNTON MARSALIS, 1988: The legendary trumpeter was
27 when he came to Lawrence to perform at Jazz Celebration
Weekend. The concert sold out so fast that Lawrence officials
arranged for a second concert. He met with students while on
campus, challenging them to be culturally aware as they pursue
music and other studies. “If you don’t research the world of
possibilities, you always will accept less,” he told the students,
according to The Post-Crescent. “It’s not a matter of right or wrong;
it’s a question of possibilities.”
15. JOHN UPDIKE, 1993: The late novelist, essayist, critic, and poet
was among the most prolific writers of the 21st century. Among his
best-known works were The Witches of Eastwick and his “Rabbit”
novels. He won a Pulitzer Prize for Rabbit at Rest in 1991. He had a
strong connection to Lawrence; his son, Michael, previously attended.
Updike shared his writing experiences with his Lawrence audience,
took part in a Q&A session with students and faculty, and sat in on a
fiction writing class. He lamented the decline in time spent reading:
“I think the number of people who are willing to devote the eight
or so hours it takes to read a book, seeking out pleasures that only a
book can give, are fewer and fewer at the moment.”
16. HENRY LOUIS GATES JR., 1997: The creator of PBS’s Finding
Your Roots with Henry Louis Gates Jr. came to Lawrence to deliver
a convocation address during the 150th anniversary celebration
in 1997. He would go on to serve a stint on Lawrence’s Board
of Trustees from 1998 to 2003. Gates, who teaches at Harvard
University, is an Emmy Award-winning filmmaker, journalist,
author, and cultural critic.
17. JOYCE CAROL OATES, 1999: The famed novelist spoke at
an Honors Convocation and received an honorary degree. She
has been one of the most accomplished novelists over the past
six decades. When she came to Lawrence in 1999, it wasn’t long
after We Are the Mulvaneys, one of her most-recognized books,
had spent considerable time on the New York Times best-seller list
and had received the added plug from Oprah’s book club. She is
one of a litany of notable authors who have delivered Convocation
addresses at Lawrence through the years.

John Updike (Lawrence Archives)

18. JANE GOODALL, 2001: On Oct. 26, the famed wildlife
researcher spoke in Memorial Chapel, part of the Jane Goodall
Institute lecture tour. The visit was coordinated through the
nearby Mosquito Hill Nature Center, where she also made a
stop. Among her other work, Goodall founded the Jane Goodall
Institute for Wildlife Research, Education, and Conservation in
1977, providing field research on wild chimpanzees and working
to improve the environment for all animals.
19. LECH WALESA, 2001: The former president of Poland and
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize came to Lawrence to deliver
a Convocation address. He also received an honorary degree.
Walesa, who had galvanized the Solidarity movement and became
Poland’s first democratically elected president, spoke at Lawrence
six weeks after 9/11. He called the attack the start of “the third
world war,” one that will be fought via “intellect and technological
thinking against crudeness and naked violence.”
20. SALMON RUSHDIE, 2006: The celebrated British author
spoke at a Convocation 18 years after he generated a firestorm of
controversy among Islamic fundamentalists with the release of
his 1988 book, The Satanic Verses. In his Convocation address, he
spoke on freedom of expression, religion, and their relationship to
modern society. The Lawrentian described him as “unaffected and
unassuming” and said his presentation was both down to earth
and funnier than expected as he talked about how art will save the
world by breaking down barriers and leading us to new frontiers.

And a sampling of 27 others who have spoken or performed at
Lawrence: Vladamir Horowitz, 1930; Langston Hughes, 1945;
Richard M. Nixon, 1959; John F. Kennedy, 1960; Upton Sinclair, 1963;
Pete Seeger, 1964; Muddy Waters, 1968, Julian Bond, 1969;
Frank Zappa, 1969; Dick Gregory, 1973; Paul Harvey, 1978;
George Will, 1984; Tom Wolfe, 1985; Ralph Nader, 1986;
Dizzy Gillespie, 1987; Dianne Reeves, 1987; George H.W. Bush, 1988;
Joshua Bell, 1990 and 1998; Marilyn Horne, 1994; Gwendolyn
Brooks, 1994; Diana Krall, 1997; Arianna Huffington, 2004;
Ben Stein, 2007; Branford Marsalis, 2007; Michelle Obama, 2012;
Audra McDonald, 2013; Bill Clinton, 2016.
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in Youngchild 121, with a project in professor of government
Claudena Skran’s Social Entrepreneurship class.
“It started out as an idea in a class and one that we thought would
never really happen, and we turned it into this project that was
able to test a bunch of kids that maybe wouldn’t have had access
to an eye doctor,” Ulwelling said.
There are only a handful of optometrists in the country, and one
of them, Augustine McCauley, joined the Lawrence group at
Conforti School, he said.

HISTORY OF SUPPORT
EyeGive is just one of the many projects KidsGive has sponsored
over the last decade and a half, all led by Lawrence students and
alumni.
Although KidsGive started as a student club in 2009, it has grown
into a nonprofit program run by current Lawrence students
and an alumni board of directors. In the early 2010s, KidsGive
was absorbed into Lawrence’s Innovation & Entrepreneurship
Program as a practicum option, connecting the organization to
Lawrence’s academic offerings. But through all the changes, it has

remained true to its original mission: supporting education in
Sierra Leone and promoting education in the U.S. about African
and Sierra Leonean life and culture.
KidsGive returned to Sierra Leone over spring break for the
first time since the pandemic began. The group was led by
Skran, the Edwin & Ruth West Professor of Economics and
Social Science and professor of government who founded and
is faculty advisor of KidsGive. It included eight current Lawrence
students—including yours truly. Four alums, including Patrick
Adu, a native of Sierra Leone, met up with the group to share in
parts of the experience.
This year’s trip was centered around two key KidsGive projects,
as well as three individual student research projects. The first half
of the 10-day trip was dedicated to the aforementioned EyeGive
project at Conforti School. In the latter half of the week, the group
drove more than five hours from Freetown to rural Mattru Jong to
contribute to the building of an all-girls junior secondary school at
FAWE (Forum for African Women Educationalists) School, which
has been a goal of the school’s founders since the early 2000s.
Now, after 15 years in existence, KidsGive finally has the resources
to help fund and coordinate the project, and they are hoping for a
grand opening of the new school by September.

Marifé Entenza-Sierra ’23 talks with students at the FAWE Primary School. Photo: Hunter Lanton ’22
Students Sid Short ’23 and Tomi Oladunjoye ’23 pose for a photo with students in Mattru Jong, Sierra Leone. Photo: Edmond Kowa (teacher at FAWE)

KIDSGIVE GOES TO SIERRA LEONE
Students & Alums Embrace Outreach
By Alex Freeman ’23

L

awrence junior AJ Ulwelling spent his spring break in
a classroom—but not the kind you’re thinking of.

Over the course of two days, he worked with a group of KidsGive
volunteers to facilitate eye tests for 150 fifth- and sixth-graders
at Conforti School, a primary school on the edge of Freetown,
Sierra Leone. As the students filtered in and out of the classroom,
they were tested by a Freetown-based eye doctor, tried on a series
of frame options donated by Cherry Optical Lab in Green Bay, and
interacted with Lawrence students who helped ensure the day
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went smoothly as they kept track of the students in line, explained
the eye test, and handed out stickers.
The students who needed glasses selected the frames they
wanted, and their prescription was sent back to the U.S. Within
the next few months, they’ll be getting their new eyeglasses, free
of charge.
This initiative was multinational, involving stakeholders and
contributors on opposite sides of the ocean. But it all began
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GAINING VALUABLE EXPERIENCE
Likewise, as the alumni network expands and the organization becomes
increasingly professionalized, students can model the operations of a real
nongovernmental organization and gain professional experience.
Junior Marifé Entenza-Sierra was part of the team that developed EyeGive (along
with Ulwelling and junior Sid Short), and she spent last summer working with
KidsGive: writing newsletters, documenting thank-you letters for donors, and
participating in finance and planning meetings. Through this experience, she feels
she’s getting a taste of the post-graduate career world.
“Being a member of KidsGive basically made me an employee of a larger
professional group,” Entenza-Sierra said. “I’ve spoken to so many experts within the
field, and I feel like I’ve made so many networking connections because of KidsGive
in the first place, whereas my friends don’t necessarily have the opportunity to do
that unless they go out of their way.”
While supporting education in Sierra Leone and developing real-world skills
are central to KidsGive’s work, there is still the second prong to their mission:
increasing education and awareness of Sierra Leonean culture in the U.S. The
students on the trips play a critical role in achieving this goal.
Outside of the service projects, students spend their time immersed in Sierra
Leonean culture through visits to local markets, conversations with locals, and
attendance at key cultural events. By exploring the country and listening to the
people who live there, Lawrentians learn about life in Sierra Leone, which they can
utilize to fight misconceptions when they return home.

see what problems are out there, how they’re configured, and
what are things you haven’t thought about before.”

“I’ve definitely gained a different cultural perspective and understanding of Sierra
Leone that I didn’t have before,” Ulwelling said. “I don’t know how I perceived
African countries before this trip, and so it’s been a great way to see what’s called
the ‘developing world’ but also to see that it’s so far off from the ideas many
Americans have about Africa.”

This experiential learning takes a variety of forms. First and
foremost, students get the opportunity to give back in meaningful
ways. According to KidsGive Director of Finance Wesley
Varughese ’16, one of the KidsGive alumni who volunteered with
the projects in Sierra Leone, the experience of traveling with
KidsGive as a Lawrence student continues to impact him today.

As for KidsGive’s impact on its partner schools—well, most of the credit goes to the
dedicated Sierra Leonean leaders and teachers on the ground. But since KidsGive
has started its work, the schools have all grown in size, seen improvements in their
facilities, and developed a stronger educational mission. Skran believes that the
resources KidsGive has been able to provide have at least partially contributed to
these successes.

Moments that seemed small at the time have shaped his current
outlook on volunteering and making an impact globally—a feeling
that is shared by the ever-expanding alumni network.

As such, KidsGive will continue to do this work, to sponsor projects, and to bring
Lawrence students to Sierra Leone. Whether it’s building a new school or just
playing learning games with the kids, KidsGive always revolves around one core
belief: education is power.

Professor Claudena Skran and Lawrence alum Jonathan Rubin ’19 talk with Conforti School headmaster Francis Mason during the EyeGive clinic. Photo: Marifé Entenza-Sierra ’23

That said, each KidsGive trip looks a bit different. The itinerary
depends on what KidsGive’s partner schools need and what the
student volunteers can bring to the table. Previous projects have
included sports days in which KidsGive provides equipment and
volunteers coordinate sporting events, a recycled-used computer
project at Njala University, and the building of a well at Conforti
School—the latter of which was born from student research
projects on pollution and water quality.
“Our projects really depend on the school, the needs that the
school has and our discussions with the school about how we can
best support them in those needs,” Skran said.
As for the students on the trip—all of whom had their travel,
lodging, and food fully funded by either the Class of ’68 Grant,
the Chandler Senior Experience Grant, the Povolny Fund or the
Humanitarian Grant—it’s all about experiential learning.
“I really believe in the experiential learning model, which
transports you from a traditional classroom to a so-called ‘realworld’ setting,” Skran said. “It’s not that a normal classroom and
library are not important, but it’s important to go beyond that and

“This is an organization where if you want to see the impact and
feel the impact, you’re asked to fly to Freetown, to be a part of
it, to be involved in the day-to-day,” Varughese said. “To actually
watch the impact I see in the kids’ lives and even the community’s
lives, that’s enough for me to say that I don’t ever see KidsGive not
being part of my daily life. I would like to be a part of it for the rest
of my life or as long as I can.”
From start-ups to social entrepreneurship, exciting opportunities
await.

“[The FAWE students and I] started spelling different fruits, different objects,
different places, and they all knew exactly how to spell things. Then we started
to do addition and subtraction, and they all knew everything,” Entenza-Sierra
said of her time in the classroom at FAWE. “And it was like, this is truly what an
education does. It makes people not just learn, but also learn together and have fun
with it, because they were experiencing so much fun with me, and I was having so
much fun literally just spelling out words that I wanted to stay there for the rest of
the day.” ▪

SIGNATURE SPRING STUDY
ABROAD PROGRAMS
Lawrence students are again taking part in
signature spring Lawrence study abroad
experiences: the Francophone Seminar
in Dakar, Senegal, and springtime at
Lawrence’s London Center.
DAKAR, SENEGAL
This term-long program returned in a big
way, with one of the largest groups to ever
take part in the program. Ten students
stayed with host families and studied at the
Baobab Center while being immersed in
local customs and languages and working
on independent study projects over the
course of 10 weeks.
“I really think there’s more awareness
about global issues,” Dominica Chang,
the Margaret Banta Humleker Professor of
French Cultural Studies and an associate
professor of French who accompanied the
students, said of the uptick in interest.
“I think the past few years have opened
students’ eyes to the fact that they should
be aware of things outside of America and
outside of Europe.”
LONDON CENTRE
Lawrence students are also in London,
as this vibrant global city navigates life
after a series of lockdowns during the
pandemic. This spring, students are joined
by Dwight and Marjorie Peterson Professor
of Innovation and Associate Professor of
Economics Adam Galambos. His courses
take advantage of London’s longstanding
position as a global economic powerhouse.
Classes explore economic systems through
the history of socialism and capitalism in
Britain and delve into market economics
through the lens of actual real-world
London markets and marketplaces. And of
course, there are opportunities for students
to take part in internships, explore London
theatre, immerse themselves in British
culture, and much more.

Alex Freeman ’23 is a student writer in the Office of Communications.
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WILDLIFE ON CAMPUS:

A photo essay from student Kai Frueh ’25
I’ve been fascinated by the natural world since I was very young.
I spent many of my early years exploring the forest and streams in
the Oregon coast range with friends and family. When I was 12,
my best friend started birding, and while we were out in the woods
exploring, he would point out species to me. I quickly became
hooked on watching birds, and this has developed into a hobby
(well, maybe more of an obsession). As I started to watch more
and more birds, I decided to get a camera so I could capture some
of the spectacular animals I would see while out in the field. Over
the last seven years, I have continued to photograph birds and now
have a curated library with about 10,000 photographs from more
than 500 species of birds.
Wildlife enthusiasts often think about going to a national wildlife
refuge, a state park, or maybe a national forest. But we have

animals that live around us all year; in fact, quite a few species can
be seen without even leaving the Lawrence University campus.
More than 140 species of birds have been found on campus, 92 of
which I have seen since the start of this academic year, and even
more can be seen on a short walk off campus on one of the trails
along the Fox River. I’ve also seen numerous mammals such as a
red fox, American mink, and white-tailed deer, plus four species
of rodents. These neighbors can easily be missed if you do not pay
close attention to your surroundings. With busy schedules, it’s easy
to forget that many other creatures call our campus home.
The best way to spot our animal friends is to watch closely for
movement or listen—about 75% of the animals I find are heard
first—but remember to watch them from a respectful distance and
never approach or feed wildlife on campus.

EASTERN COTTONTAIL, Sylvilagus floridanus. About: Eastern cottontails have a large range stretching from the southern parts of Canada to Venezuela and Columbia
in South America. They feed primarily at dawn and dusk and sometimes during the night. They are quite common on campus and can be found in grassy areas with shrubs
nearby. Behind the shot: I am always watching the animals very closely on campus and noticed the particular rabbit could regularly be found after dark outside my dorm. To
get it silhouetted against the lights of campus I spent about half an hour lying on my belly waiting for the perfect moment. Getting enough light in night images is always
hard, and for this shot I was particularly lucky because I managed to get a car lined up perfectly behind the rabbit, giving some extra light for its silhouette.
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NORTHERN CARDINAL,
Cardinalis cardinalis. About: Northern
cardinals are among the most iconic
backyard birds in eastern North
America. They frequent feeders regularly
and are quite unmistakable, with
the males being a brilliant red and
the females taking on a more subtle
tan with a few red feathers and a red
beak. The cardinal is the state bird for
seven U.S. states. Behind the shot:
Photographing cardinals is surprisingly
challenging as they feed primarily in
the low underbrush. For this female, I
was lucky to get the right angle so no
branches would be in the way as she
perched in a tree outside of Hiett Hall
for a minute before flying back into the
underbrush to feed.

BALD EAGLE, Haliaeetus leucocephalus. About: Bald eagles are quite common along the Fox River, particularly in winter when they concentrate in places with open water;
however, they also nest not far from campus. Bald eagles take four years to mature, at which point they receive their white head and tail. Before that, they are completely
brown, which makes them often mistaken for golden eagles. Once mature, bald eagles mate for life and can live up to 38 years in the wild. Behind the shot: In the fall, I was
enjoying watching eagles fly low over the Fox River in search of ducks to hunt. While I was on the Lawe Street Trestle Trail, I saw this eagle flying up river toward me. I was able
to get a nice flight shot.

TENNESSEE WARBLER, Leiothlypis peregrina.
About: Tennessee warblers are one of the many species
of birds that migrate from their wintering grounds in
Central and South America up to the boreal forests of
Canada to breed in summer. Their more than 2,000mile journey takes place in a matter of weeks, so many
migrants double their body weight to help them make
the journey. Behind the shot: Last fall I was very happy
to find this warbler feeding in a bush by Main Hall with
the low early morning light shining upon it and the red
berries giving a nice contrast.
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EASTERN GRAY SQUIRREL, Sciurus carolinensis. About: Eastern gray
squirrels are the easiest mammals to see on campus as they feed during the day
and love to feed in open areas such as Main Hall Green. They are quite social and
you can see them chase each other from tree to tree. Every once in a while you
can find a black Eastern gray squirrel, which is a result of an abnormal pigment
in a gene. Behind the shot: I spent a few hours in the woods near the trail below
the Warch Campus Center until I managed to find this one perched at eye level
clutching a nut.

COMMON REDPOLL,
Acanthis flammea. About: This
tiny finch overwinters in flocks
throughout the upper Midwest
and Canada in frigid temperatures
of up to - 65 F. They are known to
bury themselves under the snow
to stay warm on winter nights.
Their range covers all of northern
North America, Europe, and
Asia, and even though they are
hard to find in winter, scientists
estimate their population to be in
the tens of millions. Behind the
shot: I noticed redpolls foraging
outside of Youngchild Hall in
February. After noticing them
there a few times while walking
past, I returned with my camera
and got some shots. At around
16 degrees, it was challenging to
keep my hands warm enough to
keep shooting, but I managed to
get this photo before having to
return to the warm indoors.
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A STUDY IN CARE-ing
Lori Hilt’s ’97 Child & Adolescent Research Emotion
(CARE) Lab Releases Exciting Findings
By Ed Berthiaume

T

hree years after receiving a major national grant for
research on youth mental health, Lori Hilt is sharing
results that show the daily use of a mindfulness app
can have a positive effect on adolescents struggling with
persistent negative thoughts.
“At the end of the intervention period, we found that in fact
those who used the mindfulness version of the app had reduced
rumination,” said Hilt, professor of psychology at Lawrence
University. “They also had reduced depressive symptoms and
reduced anxiety symptoms.”
She detailed the results of the study in the spring for the first
time when she participated on a panel on targeted cognitive
interventions that was part of the Anxiety and Depression
Association of America (ADAA) annual conference.
The study followed more than 150 children ages 12 to 15, with
some using mindfulness exercises on an app as they deal with
persistent negative thoughts. A separate group used the app for
daily mood monitoring but did not take part in the mindfulness
exercises. The intervention period lasted three weeks, during
which Hilt and her team of Lawrence students asked participants
to use the app three times per day. They then had follow-up
sessions with them periodically for six months; app use was
optional during the follow-up period.
Hilt said the benefits of using the mindfulness exercises
consistently for three weeks were clear and lasted through six
weeks after the intervention. Those benefits did not continue for
the full six months, but she believes the continued use of such
practices has the potential for longer lasting results, providing
one more tool for families navigating the complex terrain of youth
mental health.
Adolescent rumination refers to a mindset in which someone
can’t get beyond the negative things that are happening around
them. It’s often a precursor to depression or anxiety or other
mental health battles that can track into adulthood.
More than 20 Lawrence students assisted Hilt with the study
over the past three years in the Child and Adolescent Research
in Emotion (CARE) Lab. Eight of those students stayed with the
project for multiple years.
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“We were able to do a lot of professional development with them,”
Hilt said.
Hilt and her students created their own mobile app, known as
CARE, for the project. Early work began five years ago with an
$18,000 grant from the American Psychological Foundation and
had a target group of 80 Fox Valley adolescents and their families.
The project would expand considerably in 2019 when Hilt
received a three-year $368,196 grant from the National Institute
of Mental Health, part of the National Institutes of Health.
The study comes as the number of mindfulness apps on
the market continues to grow. Mindfulness—the practice of
focusing on the present moment without judgment via breathing
methods and other exercises—is not new. It’s been practiced in
some cultures for hundreds of years. But the idea of accessing
mindfulness techniques on your smart phone as an avenue for
reducing stress is fairly new, and growing in popularity. There has
been little scientific study, however, of the effectiveness of those
apps, particularly related to adolescents, Hilt said. Her study is
helping to pave that path.
“I was really encouraged and excited by the results,” she said.
“I see it as a sort of proof of concept.”
The results show that, yes, doing mindfulness exercises and
paying attention to your emotions and doing it non-judgmentally
is a mechanism that can reduce rumination in adolescents.
“And it can be done in this format, which is really easy,” Hilt said.
“Almost 95% of teens have a smart phone already. So, it’s easily
disseminable; we don’t think it’s harming anyone, and it seems to
be helping. I think this will help advocate that this is something
that we should be looking into as a preventive tool.”
Hilt said many mental health professionals are already leaning
into mindfulness techniques and the idea of people accessing
them where they’re at—on their phones. This study adds some
juice to that practice, not as a replacement for therapy or other
health care avenues but as one more tool that can be utilized on a
daily basis. For families with kids in that 12- to 15-year-old window,
it’s a chance to be pro-active.
“We weren’t recruiting depressed or anxious kids,” Hilt said. “We
were recruiting ruminative kids who are likely to later develop
that. We thought this could be a good tool for those kids to use.”

IMPORTANT WORK IN THE CARE LAB
The children in the study used the CARE app for a few minutes
three times a day for three weeks. Using the app after the initial
three weeks was optional, but Hilt and her students continued to
chronicle how they were feeling through six months.
Nina Austria, a Lawrence sophomore mathematics major from
Monmouth Junction, New Jersey, worked with Hilt on the
mindfulness project as a summer research assistant, leading
data analysis and assisting in other areas. It was work that
felt satisfying, she said—not only to gain important research
experience but also because of the potential benefits in treating
youth mental health.
“I was excited to get involved with this project because I think that
a mindfulness app acknowledges that technology has become a
huge part of adolescents’ lives while also offering the possibility of
technology as a tool to impact mental health positively rather than
negatively,” Austria said.
The research also ties directly to Austria’s career goals. She is
eyeing work in data science, so building programming language
and scripts and running mediation analyses as part of the project
gave her significant experience outside of the classroom.
“I really appreciated that I was able to gain experience with
analyzing data while simultaneously being able to look into ways
of addressing adolescent rumination,” she said.
Photo: Danny Damiani

The results of the study are promising enough that Hilt is now
envisioning mindfulness apps being utilized more widely in
treatment of pre-teens and teens. It could be a particularly helpful
tool, she said, in rural communities where resources might be
limited.
Hilt, meanwhile, is involved in a related study based at Harvard
University’s McLean Hospital. That project is using the
mindfulness app Headspace in a five-year study that incorporates
brain scans of the participants. Hilt will serve as an expert on
adolescent rumination as part of that study, funded by a $51,000
subaward through Harvard from the National Institutes of Health.
It’s part of ongoing work to better understand and treat youth
mental health.
“You start seeing rates of depression going up in adolescence,
starting right around age 15,” Hilt said. “It goes up for boys, but it
rises even more sharply for girls and non-binary teens. We really
want to hit that period before that to see if we can reach those kids
who might be at risk. Let’s bring their symptoms down and give
them a tool to avoid ruminating, give them something else to do
with their negative emotions.”
Note: Research tied to the three-year grant is supported by the National
Institute of Mental Health of the National Institutes of Health
(R15MH116303). The Harvard grant is through the NIH’s National Center
for Complementary & Integrative Health (#R01AT011002). The content
reported here is solely the responsibility of the author and does not necessarily
represent the official views of the NIH.
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CLIMATE COMMITMENT

President Laurie A. Carter signed a Second Nature Climate Commitment,
pledging Lawrence University to accelerate climate action on campus and
be a sustainability leader in the community.
Lawrence joins dozens of other colleges and universities across the
country that have signed on with Second Nature. The commitment builds
on work Lawrence is already doing, including working to make Björklunden
carbon neutral, student-led efforts to develop and care for a sustainable
campus garden, and faculty-student collaborations on everything from
waste reduction to pollinator advocacy.

President Laurie A. Carter signs the climate commitment as (from left) students
Adya Kadambari and Em Gajewski, and biology professor Relena Ribbons look on.
Photo: Danny Damiani

LAWRENCE TOPS FOR
VALUE, IMPACT
Lawrence University is included in The Princeton
Review’s 2022 listing of Best Value Colleges in
the country.
The report, released by the education services
company in April, places Lawrence among 209
best-value schools in the nation—public and private—based on a myriad of factors that include
academics, cost, financial aid, graduation rates, and student debt.
In addition, Lawrence is ranked among the top 20 private colleges on a secondary list of Best
Schools for Making an Impact, which measures on-campus experiences such as student
engagement, service, government, and sustainability and then surveys alumni to rate how
meaningful they believe their work life is.
“The schools we chose as our Best Value Colleges for 2022 are a select group: they comprise
only about 7% of the nation’s four-year undergraduate institutions,” said Rob Franek, editor-inchief of The Princeton Review.
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“We really embrace being
named a top impact school
because it speaks so well
to the student experience
at Lawrence and to how
prepared our graduates
are to pursue fulfilling and
impactful careers once they
leave Lawrence.”
—President Laurie A. Carter

NEW FACES

CAMPUS NEWS

Several new faces have joined Lawrence, with expertise ranging
from student life to finance to law.

A MARVEL-OUS
COMMECEMENT

CHRIS CLARKE
DEAN OF STUDENTS:
“I want to make sure that
students know that I’m
here for them, to help
them get the best out
of their experience here
at Lawrence. And I want
Lawrence to know that I’m
protecting our student body
and our community and
making proper decisions
to make sure the welfare
of all is being taken into
consideration.”
SAMIR DATTA,
VICE PRESIDENT
FOR FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION:
“With the skills I’ve
developed over the years
working in both the public
and private sectors—most
recently in the public
space—I think I’m in a
position to help drive the
mission of the university
going forward.”

ALLISON VETTER,
DIRECTOR OF EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY
COMPLIANCE AND
TITLE IX COORDINATOR:
“Guided by my experience
in investigations, policy
development, and
education programs, I look
forward to working with the
campus community as we
navigate the continuously
shifting Title IX landscape.”

Editor’s Note: This
publication went to
print before this year’s
June 12 Commencement
ceremony.
ANTHONY MACKIE,
the acclaimed actor
who has become
Marvel’s new Captain
America and is prepping
to shoot the much-anticipated series for Peacock,
Twisted Metal, based on the popular Sony PlayStation
Game, will be the 2022 commencement speaker at
Lawrence University. He also will receive an honorary
doctorate degree.
Mackie has been building an impressive stage and
screen resume since graduating from The Juilliard
School in 2001. His career has blended global
blockbusters with stellar introspective projects. His
film credits include 8 Mile, Million Dollar Baby, The
Hurt Locker, Brother to Brother, and Notorious. He is
also, of course, a trailblazer in the Marvel Cinematic
Universe. He debuted as The Falcon, the first African
American male superhero, and is now set to take up
the shield as Captain America.
In addition to his film work, he has generated awards
and accolades for his stage performances, bringing
the words of celebrated playwrights from Euripides
to August Wilson to life.
Mackie is also active on
the business side of the
filmmaking industry,
tackling the challenges
of executive producing,
including for his upcoming
Twisted Metal series.

—Anthony Mackie
Mackie has an impressive
history of philanthropy and
community engagement in his hometown of New
Orleans, including critical support of grocery store
workers during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
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“I am honored and
excited to address the
graduates of Lawrence on
this monumental day on
their journey to becoming
their best selves.”
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CELEBRATING FACULTY ACHIEVEMENT

HONORING RETIRING FACULTY
We are so grateful for the combined—and incredible—317
years of service this year and last year’s retiring faculty
members have given to Lawrence. Discover what their
Lawrence experience has meant to them below.

2022 RETIREES

LEFT TO RIGHT: Jerald Podair, Robert S. French Professor of American Studies
and Professor of History, joined Lawrence in 1998; Bruce Pourciau, Professor of
Mathematics, joined Lawrence in 1976; Terry Gottfried, Professor of Psychology,
joined Lawrence in 1986; Alan Parks, Professor of Mathematics, joined Lawrence in
1985; Gerald Metalsky, (not pictured) Professor of Psychology, joined Lawrence in 1992

Paul Cohen
Patricia Hamar Boldt Professor of
Liberal Studies and professor of history
Joined Lawrence in 1985
“Teaching, for me, has amounted to a calling more than
an occupation. Being a spur for student growth has been
the greatest joy of my career. That, I like to think, more so
than the mastery of a field of study or the preparation for
a career, is what characterizes a Lawrence education at
its best.”
Jeffrey Collett
Associate Professor of Physics
Joined Lawrence in 1995
“I’m proud to be part of a program that has excelled
in providing opportunities for future scientists. I’m
particularly proud of our work mentoring students who
worked along with me on research during nearly every
one of my summers at Lawrence. Many have gone on to
careers in science, but all of them grew by struggling with
the open-ended problems found in scientific work.”
Peter Gilbert
Alice G. Chapman Director of the Library
Joined Lawrence in 1990
“My library colleagues are probably tired of hearing
me say it, but, ‘Every day is a new learning adventure.’
Students and faculty are working on really interesting
projects and learning about fascinating stuff--and
librarians get to see that learning adventure up close.
We’re helping folks learn to use the resources and tools
they need to do their work. Those resources and tools
have changed over the past 30 years, of course, but the
learning is always an adventure.”

Eilene Hoft-March
Milwaukee-Downer
College and College
Endowment Association
Professor of Liberal
Studies and professor
of French
Joined Lawrence
in 1989
“In my time at
Lawrence, the
institution has never abandoned the value of the
liberal arts. That doesn’t mean that we’ve been
stuck all these years in some crusty past. It means
we are constantly and thoughtfully navigating how
to respect knowledge, to re-interpret tradition,
to attempt to grasp what of the present might
determine the world’s future existence.”
Brent Peterson
Professor of German
Joined Lawrence
in 2002
“I don’t know where
else I would have
taught German majors
who also majored
in physics, theater,
history, art history,
math, government,
biology, pre-med and pre-pharmacy, and piano,
oboe, and violin performance. I’m sure I missed
a few other combinations, but Lawrence is lucky
that it attracts so many students who are multitalented and multi-interested. It was a joy to
teach them.”

THREE FACULTY MEMBERS GRANTED TENURE

FACULTY AWARDS

Tim Albright, Mark Dupere, and Constance Kassor will be promoted to
associate professor at the start of the 2022–23 academic year.

This year, four incredible faculty members have been
recognized with faculty awards for their transformative
teaching and insightful research.

Tim Albright
Trombone
“I am here to help students become
better trombonists and musicians.
Ultimately, though, my wish is in some
small way to help students become better
humans—better versions of themselves
who begin to see their own potential
and inner strength. The bonds created
between studio teacher and student
are strong and often last long after
graduation. I cherish those connections.”
Mark Dupere
Director of Orchestral Studies
“Even though we have upwards of 80
musicians in the orchestra, ideally, we
would all function like a chamber music
group, where everyone is integral to the
product as a whole. This requires great
personal dedication from each person
and contributes to a wonderfully collegial
atmosphere.”

FACULTY AWARD
FOR SCHOLARLY
ACHIEVEMENT
Peter Peregrine, Professor
of Anthropology

EXCELLENCE IN
TEACHING AWARD
Brigetta Miller, Associate
Professor of Music

EXCELLENCE IN
TEACHING BY EARLYCAREER FACULTY
Nancy Lin, Assistant
Professor of Art History

Constance Kassor
Religious Studies
“I’m here to help. The main reason why
we all come together in a classroom is to
learn from each other. Learning happens
when we have conversations, struggle
to understand new ideas, and ask and
answer questions.”

EXCELLENCE IN
TEACHING BY EARLYCAREER FACULTY
Jesus Smith, Assistant
Professor of Ethnic Studies.

Read more at go.lawrence.edu/faculty22
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Mayor of Appleton
JACOB WOODFORD ’13
“The community we know today as
Appleton wouldn’t be what it is without
Lawrence University, and I don't think Lawrence
University would be what it is without a community like
Appleton around it.”

VIKING VOICES

Assistant Professor of Biology
RELENA RIBBONS

—“As Lawrence University celebrates Its 175th anniversary,
Its Ties to Appleton's Past, Present
Remain Strong,”
Appleton Post Crescent
Assistant Professor of Biology
ISRAEL DEL TORO
“But what are you going to do the rest
of the summer, or the rest of the year, to make
sure that our pollinators are protected?
We have to start thinking about what our
role is in this urban ecosystem.”

CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
OF THE LAWRENCE COMMUNITY
Congratulations to junior Ami Hatori, who is the firstplace winner of the Thursday Musical Club Young Artist
Competition and the second place winner of the Schubert
Club Student Scholarship Competition (Level 3, college
freshmen through age 23). Ami is a piano performance
major in the studio of Catherine Kautsky and a Community
Music School piano student teacher.
# Joe Kortenhof ’20, a former Lawrence cross-country and track
standout turned heads with his performance in the Boston Marathon.
He finished 52nd amid a field of more than 25,000 runners with a
time of 2:25.01. It was only his second marathon. Ever.
# Karen Bruno, director of the Lawrence Community Music
School, has been named one of Insight Publications’ 2022 Women
of Influence.
# Senior Luther Abel was awarded a year-long fellowship with the
National Review. He’ll follow that up by studying at Northwestern
University's Medill School of Journalism.
# Brigetta Miller ’89, associate professor of music, has been named
one of the 39 most influential Native American leaders in Wisconsin.
# Katie Mahorney was awarded the Outstanding Poster
Presentation Award-First Place in the 2021 Undergraduate Student
Research Competition at the Geological Society of America's
national conference.
# George Mavrakis ’19 has built a large audience and carefully
designed business enterprise around his saltwater aquarium
YouTube channel. He's now reached 1,000,000 subscribers,
earning the coveted Golden Play Button.
# Jonathan Hogan, a senior majoring in German and government,
presented his paper, Subversion in Die Taube auf dem Dach:
Ambiguous Endings and New Beginnings, at the Undergraduate
Research Conference in German Studies. His paper was selected as
one of the year's best contributions and Jonathan was recognized
with the Max Kade prize.
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“Even if you aren’t hitting the goal pace you set for
yourself that day, even if the race isn’t going the way
you hoped, pause and simply recognize the run for
what it is. Find something to be joyful about.”
—“Rekindling Joy: How 2021
Half Marathon Winner
Fell Back in Love with Running,”
Door County Pulse

—“In Wisconsin, Stowing Mowers,
Pleasing Bees,”
The New York Times

Photo: Danny Damiani

# Lawrence University alumni doing graduate work in the
sciences have been recognized by the National Science
Foundation.
Two were awarded highly competitive National Science
Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships:
Katie Kitzinger ’20, a graduate student at the University
of North Carolina, is studying organic chemistry and pursuing
research that focuses on reactions that rapidly build molecular
complexity.
Gus Lowry ’18, a graduate student at Duke University, is
studying biochemistry with a focus on membrane biology.
In addition to the awards given to Kitzinger and Lowry, three
other recent Lawrence graduates earned honorable mention—
Evan Cline ’20 (Dartmouth), Nabor Vazquez ’19 (Yale), and
Nicolette Puskar ’19 (University of California, Berkeley)
# Having one of your school’s choirs selected to perform at the
American Choral Directors Association’s Midwest conference is a
big deal. Having both Lawrence’s Concert Choir and Cantala get
the invite is beyond impressive.
# Katherine Meckel ’11 is the recipient of a six-year, $447,000
fellowship from the National Institutes of Health (NIH) that
will allow her to continue her neuroscience research through
her final two years as a doctorate student and then four years of
postdoctoral work.

FACULTY AND ALUMNI
DOOR TO REMAIN

BOO
   KS

Austin Segrest, assistant professor of English
Winner of the 2021 Vassar Miller Prize, this
collection of poetry draws its focus and inspiration
from Segrest’s late mother, known as Susu. The
poems are not only about losing his mother, but
about Segrest’s childhood in Alabama and his
journey in relating to her as a person and as an
adult as he himself grew into adulthood after her death.
U P B E A T ! M I N D S E T, M I N D F U L N E S S ,
AND LEADERSHIP IN MUSIC
E D U C AT I O N A N D B E YO N D
Matthew Arau ’97, associate professor of music
Just as a conductor’s preparatory “upbeat” gesture
at the beginning of a performance influences the
way an ensemble plays, we too get to choose our

“upbeat”—our thoughts and attitudes—at the start of each day.
With this clever premise at its core, Upbeat! presents a winning
combination of mindset and mindfulness strategies as well as
leadership principles that will motivate, inspire, and transform not
only your internal world but the culture of your music program.
BEAR WOMAN RISING
(AUDIOBOOK)
Dorothy (Polzin) Staley ’63 (author), Megan (Liz)
Cole ’63 (narrator)
Bear Woman Rising takes place in 1976 when
two very different women meet and join forces
in the remote regions of 1970s America. Each is
determined to pursue their dreams despite daunting obstacles.
It is a powerful tale of female friendship, the Alaskan wilderness,
and the strength of both.
LAWRENCE
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SPOTLIGHT ON MAJOR AWARDS
MORGAN MATHEMATICS PRIZE

FULBRIGHT LIGHTS

Travis Dillon ’21 is the recipient of one of the nation's most esteemed awards
for undergraduate students doing mathematics research, the AMS-MAA-SIAM
Frank and Brennie Morgan Prize for Outstanding Research in Mathematics by an
Undergraduate Student.

It has been a banner year for Fulbrights at Lawrence.

Now a graduate student at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), Dillon
called the “incredible honor” a testament to the great mentors he had as an
undergrad, including Lawrence math professor Elizabeth Sattler, with whom he
collaborated frequently over the past four years.

Photo courtesy of Pawo Choying Dorji ’06

HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD
Pawo Choyning Dorji ’06 was nominated for
an Academy Award for the film he wrote and
directed. His Lunana: A Yak in the Classroom,
filmed in a remote region of Bhutan, was up for
Best International Feature Film at the Oscars
this year.

“Liz Sattler has been, in more ways than I can count, an extraordinary mentor,
advisor, and collaborator,” he said.
In making its announcement of the award, the AMS said Dillon earned the Morgan
Prize for his “significant work in number theory, combinatorics, discrete geometry,
and symbolic dynamics.”
“When I was told that I won, I was stunned,” Dillon said. “Every winner in the last
15 years had attended high-profile universities—either Harvard, MIT, Princeton,
Stanford or Yale.”

Dorji, a Bhutan native, said he is excited that
the attention the film is getting is connecting
him with friends and mentors from his days
at Lawrence. He earned his degree as a
government major and said professors
such as Claudena Skran, William Hixon,
and Steven Wulf played key roles in guiding
him in his studies.
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Cayla Rosche ’13 will bring her teaching skills and background in lyric
diction to the Iceland University for the Arts in Reykjavík.
Marion Hermitanio, a senior from De Pere majoring in Spanish and
linguistics, is the recipient of a Fulbright award that will take her to Mexico
to teach for a year. “I want to work with Spanish-speaking populations and
advocate for more linguistic and cultural awareness within the field, and
I think that there’s no better way to learn about the Latin American identity
than living and working in a Latin American country,” says Hermitanio.

Alex Chand ’22

Senior Alex Chand from Southlake, Texas, majoring in English and physics,
received a Fulbright award to support her pursuit of a master’s degree
in English literature at the University of Leeds in the U.K. While abroad,
Chand plans to continue her work in disability advocacy, something she
has been passionate about at Lawrence.
J . Thomas and Julie Esch Hurvis Professor of Theatre and Drama
Timothy X. Troy ’85 is heading to Ireland for the coming academic year,
the recipient of a Fulbright U.S. Scholar award. He will teach in a master’s
program and write a play set during the Irish War of Independence.

Timothy X. Troy ’85

Two current students and two alums have been named semi-finalists:
Students Emmeline Sipe and Anna White and alums Koby Brown ’18 and
Joseph (Sam) Samuele Genualdi ’17.

Maggie McGlenn ’22

WATSON FELLOWSHIP
Senior Maggie McGlenn has been named a 2022 Watson Fellow. She is
the 77th in Lawrence’s history. McGlenn will travel to Scotland, India,
Tajikistan, Senegal, and the Netherlands to study the intersection of
fashion and sustainability.

Lunana is Dorji’s first venture into filmmaking,
and he says he was motivated to write and film
it as a nod to Bhutanese teachers.
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Students, alums, and faculty have secured Fulbright awards:

The awards for Chand and Hermitanio mark the 58th and 59th time
Lawrence students or recent graduates have been so honored over the
past four-plus decades.

“I am happy that the film has found a home in
the U.S., and it has become a medium through
which I can connect with my alma mater and
many old friends,” Dorji said.

“There is just so much indescribable joy when
you achieve something so monumental and
historic at the moment when you least expect
it,” he says.

Marion Hermitanio ’22

Above: Travis Dillon ’21
Photo: Danny Damiani

“I was drawn to the opportunity because it allows me to take something
I love so much—fashion, clothing, sewing—and give it such a greater
perspective,” McGlenn said of the Watson. “I hope that through this
opportunity I can find a way to do what I love the most in a way that is also
good for the world and everyone in it.”
Photos: Danny Damiani
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A SEASON OF RECORDS, TITLES,
AND TOURNAMENT BERTHS FOR
LAWRENCE ATHLETES
The Lawrence baseball team’s run to the NCAA Division III tournament for the first time since 1979 was the latest success story
in a series of success stories for Lawrence student-athletes during the 2021–22 academic year.
Multiple school records have been set along the way, and no fewer than six Lawrence teams ended lengthy conference
tournament droughts. As women’s soccer coach Joe Sagar said on a weekend in the fall when four Lawrence teams rose to
new heights—“It’s a great day to be a Viking.”
We couldn’t agree more. So, today we highlight these seven amazing moments from Lawrence student-athletes. There
were others, of course, but these rose to the top.

FEB. 16 FEB. 19
KENYA EARL SETS LAWRENCE’S
BASKETBALL SCORING RECORD
Senior Kenya Earl rewrote
Lawrence’s basketball record books.
In a Feb. 16 game against Ripon
College, Earl became the greatest
scorer in school history—men and
women. Her 15 points took her
career point total past Lawrence
Hall of Famer Chris Braier ’06. She
closed her career with 1,610 points.
“I didn’t want to put too much
pressure on myself and psych
myself out,” Earl said of chasing the
record. “This season I’m just trying
to win games for my team and chip
away at it.”

MAY 13/14 MAY 14

BRAD SENDELL SETS ALL-TIME
SCORING RECORD FOR MEN’S
BASKETBALL

THREE TRACK AND FIELD
ATHLETES WIN CONFERENCE
TITLES

BASEBALL TEAM CAPS HISTORIC
SEASON BY QUALIFYING FOR
NCAA TOURNEY

On the men’s side, Brad Sendell
was writing his own chapter in the
record books. In a Feb. 19 game
against Illinois College at Alexander
Gym, he surpassed Braier as the
all-time leading scorer for men’s
basketball at Lawrence. He finished
with 1,605 points (five points shy of
Earl), doing so in just three seasons
after transferring to Lawrence as a
sophomore.

Three Vikings won individual
Midwest Conference
championships during the
conference tournament in Beloit.
On the men’s side, Ian Thomas set
a school record while winning the
javelin title. And on the women’s
side, Riley Winebrenner raced to
her first conference title in the
3,000-meter steeplechase and
Cristyn Oliver took the title in the
1,500 meters.

Picked to finish seventh in the
Midwest Conference in a preseason poll of conference coaches,
the Vikings went on to post a
historic season. They won a school
record number of games, won the
conference championship, and then
qualified for the NCAA Division III
tournament for the first time in 43
years with an amazing conference
tournament championship at
Whiting Field.

“I kind of took a leap of faith and
wanted to get out of California
a little bit,” said Sendell, a
senior guard from Pacific Grove,
California, on his move to Appleton.
“I’ve loved my time at Lawrence.”

“Honestly, it’s just an overwhelming
feeling of joy,” coach Chris Krepline
said. “Joy and pride in the guys and
this team and the program and all
things they’ve worked hard for. It’s
just pure joy.”

PhotoS: Paul Wilke
Ian Thomas ’25

Lawrence Baseball Team

Cristyn Oliver ’24

WOMEN’S TENNIS EARNS FIRST CONFERENCE
BERTH IN 11 YEARS

WOMEN’S AND MEN’S CROSS-COUNTRY
TEAMS WIN TITLES

WOMEN’S AND MEN’S SOCCER EARN
CONFERENCE TOURNEY BERTHS

A dominating performance at Ripon secured
the Vikings a berth in the Midwest Conference
Tournament for the first time since 2011.
The Vikings were led by three all-conference
players—Lizzy Angemi reached the title match
at No. 6 singles at the conference tournament,
as did Emma Koppa and Margot Connor at
No. 1 doubles.

Both cross country teams won their Midwest
Conference Championships at Tuscumbia
Country Club in Green Lake, the first time both
have been crowned champs in the same year
in Lawrence history. Sophomore Cristyn Oliver
won the women’s individual championship, a
first for Lawrence since 1998. For the women, it
was the first conference team title since 2001,
and for the men, the first since 2011.

The women and men qualified for the Midwest
Conference Tournament on the same day,
both for the first time since 2011. The women
did so in a thrilling double overtime win over
Monmouth College at the Banta Bowl. The
men, meanwhile, put themselves in position
leading up to the final day. A loss by Lake Forest
secured their spot in the tournament.

“If someone would have told me at this time
last year that I was going to nationals, I would
have said you’re crazy,” Oliver said.

OCT. 2
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OCT. 30

Lizzy Angemi ’24
Brad Sendell ’22

Kenya Earl ’22 (center)

“Being on the field and sharing an emotional
moment like that with my team and coaches,
and with our parents watching in the stands, is
something I’ll never forget,” said sophomore
Emma Vasconez, who scored the winning goal.

OCT. 30
LAWRENCE
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CLASS
NOTES
CLASS NEWS IN LAWRENCE MAGAZINE!
Lawrence magazine features individual classes once each year,
alternating even and odd years plus M-D, to allow adequate
space for the rich details of your lives. Submit your Class Note
using our new directory! Learn more at go.lawrence.edu/prof ile.

MILWAUKEE-DOWNER
Betty Jay Davis M-D’46 • After graduating from Milwaukee Downer College
in 1946, Betty enrolled in a dietetics internship at the University of Chicago
Hospital. She met Dwight H. Davis in Chicago and they were married in 1948.
When Dwight was called up from the Army Reserves for active duty in 1951,
they lived in Okinawa for two years. Upon their return stateside, they lived in
Milwaukee, where Dwight worked for the A.O. Smith Corporation. They raised
four daughters. In the 1960s, A.O. Smith sent the family to Arkansas and
Texas where Dwight helped open new plants. In 1978, A.O. Smith sent them to
Kankakee, Illinois, where they decided to stay upon Dwight’s retirement. Betty
returned to Milwaukee in 2020, where she currently lives at St. John’s on the
Lake and can see some of the old red Milwaukee Downer UW–M buildings
from her high-rise perch.
Kikue Kikuchi Rich M-D’49 • I returned to the same CCRC in 2019 after 12
years in Bend, OR. I continue well and active turning my front and backyard
into native plants after reading D. Tallamy’s book Nature’s Best Hope ... a new
approach to conservation ... I wish everyone a healthy, joyful 2022.

“

As a proud Lawrentian, I have been given the
opportunity to apply my personal passions in
the classroom and use my research to help
others. Through my coursework, I learned how
entrepreneurship can be used to solve social
problems. I also got involved in KidsGive, a
nonprofit at Lawrence which does philanthropic work
in Sierra Leone. As a black first-generation college
student from a low-income background my education
would not be possible without the Lawrence Fund.
Thank you for your support!”
—Gabriel Chambers ’22

Support students like Gabe with your
gift to the Lawrence Fund today!
920-832-6517 • go.lawrence.edu/giving

Anne Dunst De Leo M-D’50 • The year 2020 was an eventful year for me. At 91
I survived COVID-19 with minimal symptoms and recovered in time to greet
my new (#4) great-grandchild. I am fortunate to still be living in my home of 57
years and driving! Thank God.
Colleen Schmechel Chambers M-D’51 • It is difficult to believe that last June
it was 70 years since we graduated from Milwaukee Downer. A great deal has
happened since then. Graduate school, marriage, raised five children and have
been a widow for 14 years. The two older children are deceased, and I have
eight great-grandchildren. I still live alone and have an aide once a week.
The past year has been a struggle with post-herpetic neuralgia due to shingles,
which is with me 24/7 and no cure. This was acquired from the COVID-19
vaccination even though I had the shingles vaccine. All considered, it has been
an interesting 92 years.
Gloria Groleski Tolaro M-D’51 • I made it through the worst of the pandemic in
Arizona, but 2020 was more difficult in other ways.
Jay Tolaro, my 94-year-old husband, friend and lover of 66 years bravely
suffered and beat prostate cancer but then succumbed to Non-Hodgkins
Lymphoma in August. With great support from children, family and friends, I
am well and feel so fortunate to have had this great experience and memories.
Mary E. Van Gorden M-D’51 • Although now 92 years old I am in good health
and continue to be involved in community activities. I’m fortunate to be living
in a senior cooperative here in Black River Falls called “Spaulding Place.” It’s
usual for older persons to do considerable “life review.” Some of the happiest
times in my own reviewing involve life at Milwaukee-Downer College. What a
great place it was!
Elizabeth Schumacher Windsor M-D’53 • 2021 marked two big celebrations
for me … one, I turned 90 (I can’t believe it myself!), and two, my grandson
got married to a beautiful young girl.
I was fortunate to be able to celebrate both with family and friends.
God bless you and stay safe out there!
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Elizabeth Laffin Hodson M-D’54 • Elizabeth (Betsy)
Laffin Hodson attended Milwaukee Downer from
1950–1952. Class of 1954, current age is 88 years,
husband Atty. Eugene F. Hodson, 91. We currently
reside at Landmarks Square Condominiums in
Sheboygan, Wis. We have three children and
two grandchildren, have traveled the world, but
have no plans for future trips. Our excitement is
receiving our vaccine shots.
Betty Heistad Barrett M-D’55 • I am enjoying
another winter in Naples, Florida, back home to
West Virginia in May. I am obviously getting older,
but still going. Time passes—I have a greatgrandson and a retired son. Time goes too fast.
Joanne Bondi Kedzie M-D’55 • Hope you are all
safe and healthy as we start a new year!
My family and I are doing well. Highlights
of the past year: three grandchildren graduated
from high school and one from college. One
granddaughter became engaged and excitingly, we
welcomed the arrival of four great-grandchildren
which brings total to 16. No family reunions,
unfortunately, but hope does spring eternal!
I am slower, navigating with a cane and walker,
and I have had to give up driving. I manage
reasonably well on my own with frequent drop-ins
from my younger daughter and her family who
live nearby.
Good wishes to you all!
Patricia Leszkiewicz Brinkman M-D’56 • Survived
another cancer and am right now planning more
travels, starting with polar bears, in November.
Elizabeth Sharpe Steinhilber M-D’56 • 2021
started out on a positive note. In February, we
had our son-in-law’s 50th birthday party on Zoom
with wine tasting, cupcakes and chocolate. My
husband’s 90th followed in March with a small
celebration at our daughter’s and our grandson
celebrated his 21st at UGA shortly thereafter.
Early June found us on the Outer Banks of N.C.
with sister, Barbara Sharpe Banus M-D’60, and
other family members. The highlight of July was a
visit from our Washington-state granddaughter, a
nurse and her fiancé who is stationed at Ft. Lewis.
May y’all stay healthy and happy.
Kay Arnold Hinckley M-D’59 • Hi all, I am
hunkered down in frigid Fairbanks!
I text Peggy Simpson Lerner M-D’59 and
occasionally call Nan Heestand Fassett M-D’59.
We are hoping to meet in Tucson sometimes after
COVID-19 is under control. Take care, be safe!
Mary Schipper De Mund M-D’60 • My husband,
Tom, and I have been living in a senior living
community in Davis, California. It was hard to
leave Sausalito but the time seemed right. We
have adjusted to communal living and like our
apartment and many new friends. Our son and
family and my younger sister and family live nearby
which we love. We still have our cabin in the Sierra,
so we spend summers there and some weekends.

Mary Jane Jones M-D’60 • I’m still living in
Madison and in good health, if a bit lame. Some
self-promotion: my new novel is a comic historical
set in 10th Century England, The King’s Corpse
(Penmore Press, 2021). Hope to see you at the
2022 June Reunion.
Prudence Schmidt Meyer M-D’60 • “Dorm-like”
living has returned. I have downsized again to
an independent living apartment in a continuum
care senior building. My two jobs are caretaking
for my husband and providing oversight of a
property management company on our apartment
buildings.
Keren Dainow Rotberg M-D’60 • Hi all! We are still
living in our own home in North Carolina. I am
still quilting, reading and enjoying friends. Jay is
busy drawing. Our son and family left L.A. when
the pandemic started and moved to his farm in
Georgia. They are all loving the different life style.
They added two more dogs, a pony, a donkey
and some chickens to go with all the veggies on
their organic farm. The boys, 5 and 8, are living
in a science lab. Our daughter and family in N.C.
are great, granddaughter in college and grandson
at the North Carolina School for the Arts. Our
daughter has taught through the P and survived,
stressed but healthy. Life is different, but we hope
all who read this are managing our new normal.
Barbara L. Borns M-D’62 • My partner, Fred
Townsend, and I have continued to keep active at
our home in western Dane county with 59 acres to
keep us busy. Garden, prairie and woodlands are
always in need of care—in growing season and
planning in winter.
In addition, I have been actively involved with
my Grace Episcopal church (across the street from
the Wisconsin state Capitol building) as we have
developed an active program investigating and
learning about the early American Indian tribes
who lived in that area. The Fox and Sauk tribes
were likely the first inhabitants, followed by the
Ho-Chunk. We have launched a six-part series (five
done on Zoom—one will be a field trip to view
mounds in spring) that focuses on various tribal
cultural histories.
While Grace Church was built in 1855, the tribal
presence long precedes that building. It is our
hope to raise awareness about the history—much
pretty sad—and forge better relations with our
current tribal friends and colleagues.
Gayle Barenz Othen M-D’62 • What a time this
has been. It has been terrible for so many, but
thankfully John and I have had our jabs and are
fine. Eighteen months of lockdown has meant
we have been at home which is a big change to
our usual life. No travel to Spain or the States,
no live music, church services online, no visits
with family or friends, but the garden is looking
good. We do miss it all but there is hope that by
fall it will be back to a semblance of normal. Then
we will get to Spain, hopefully to the States next
year and definitely to London for some concerts.

It is amazing to realize that John and I have been
married, and I have lived in England for 30 years. It
is still wonderful. Come visit!
Carolyn King Stephens M-D’62 • Greetings to
our Lawrence and Downer friends. John and
Carolyn are fine again after a month with omicron
COVID-19. We highly recommend vaccinations and
boosters (which we’d had!). This week is exciting
with Downer news. LUAA President, Corey Nettles,
invited three Downer delegates and three Lawrence
delegates to the University Club Milwaukee for
luncheon this week, Feb. 18. The purpose is to
discuss language and relationships, which I call
“Elements of Style” (after E.B. White). These are
especially important as we enter a new presidential
era with Laurie Carter, the sixth president since the
colleges consolidated. Attending will be Marlene
Widen ’55, Carolyn Stephens ’62, and Eileen
Johnson ’66 from Downer. The Lawrence officers
will be Corey Nettles ’94— LUAA, Cal Husmann—VP
Alumni and Development, and Megan Scott—VP
Communications. SIT LUX and LIGHT MORE LIGHT!
Nancy Holmes Swanberg M-D’62 • Nancy Holmes,
Campbell, Swanberg’s square dance partner,
Mark Johnson, has become her life partner as
of October 23, 2021. The happy couple now
share a zillion children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildren and are transitioning from “his and
her” homes into their new home at 202 Diverston
Way in Delaware, Ohio. They stay fit and happy
square and round dancing three to four times a
week and plan to travel to several conventions this
summer where he calls and cues on staff.
Florence Vaccarello Dunkel M-D’64 P’91 • As
part of her professorship at Montana State
University (MSU)-Bozeman, Dr. Florence
Vaccarello Dunkel offers summer book
discussions and Fall Semester workshops for
fellow faculty/scientists based on her fifth and
newest book, Incorporating Cultures’ Role in the
Food and Agricultural Sciences (published 2018
by Elsevier Academic Press available Fall in
Lawrence University’s library), a required prelude
for seasonal institutes and ceremonial bison
harvests, with the Amskapi Piikani, East Glacier
area of Mont. and for MSU College of Agriculture
faculty receiving Blackfeet Community College
students. Leading project are the Elders and tribal
college faculty with U.S .Dept. of Agriculture grant.
Mary Gibbon Nortman M-D’64 • The past
two years have been loaded with volunteer
activities including a food program and
Black River Memorial Hospital. Rounding out
life adventures there were several trips: exploring
N.M./Ariz. boarders, searching for Soldiers Stone
Monument in the Colorado mountains, and
viewing the Rose Bowl Parade in person.
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Diane Rosedale Odegard M-D’64 • Hello M-DC
classmates! I continue to split my time between
Grand Forks and Scottsdale. My only grandchild
will be 12 next month! She lives a block away,
so you can see what why I’m to be in GF all
summer. I’m still involved with aerospace
functions at the University of N.D., where lots
of exciting activity is taking place—think of
space and space studies—quite important
right now. Come and visit our campus if your
travels take you this way! I think of Downer with
great fondness. My hope is that Lawrence will
continue to applaud critical thinking and open
debate among students and faculty which isn’t
the case on many college campuses these days.
My best to all.
B. Jo Kounovsky Corbett M-D’65 • After teaching
for 40 years—kindergarten through graduate
school—and retiring from teaching at 69—
I am now serving the last two years of my
third four-year term on our school board. As
you probably know from the news, school
board meetings are not dull. My husband,
Victor, is retiring at 79 from a career as an
endocrinologist. We are enjoying our three
grandchildren, 9, 12, and 14, and our tripod
Chihuahua found in a Houston shelter by our
daughter. We are considering looking for a
warm place to spend Februaries in the years
ahead as Minn. winters are brutal and are open
to suggestions.
I am incredulous. How can my time at
Lawrence have been 57 years ago?
Nan Tully Willett M-D’66 • Summer of 2021
has brought much needed freedom, more time
with family and friends, especially 6-year-old
twin grandkids. Yes, I am an old Nana but love
it. Freedom will also permit me to see my son
and his 6-year-old daughter in September after
18 months. I’m grateful to be fully retired from
a great career as an Occupational Therapist,
love living in Colorado and am looking forward
to a trip to New Mexico, my second favorite
place. Peace and good health to the Class of ’66,
especially the “Downer girls!”
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1949
Mary Hartzell Fritz P’72 • Life is good. I care for a
farm and historic house and grow much food to
eat and share. When the weather keeps me out of
the orchard and gardens I write a little and read
lots. I’d like to get back to Björklunden for a writing
workshop.
Phyllis Densmoor Spencer • I am living
independently at Harwood Place, a senior
retirement community in Wauwatosa, Wis. I enjoy
good health, good friends, reading for book clubs
and pleasure, knitting, Harwood Place activities
and time spent with friends and family (eight
grandchildren and eight great-grand kids). All is well.

1951
Betty Plautz Leeson • I am hoping to hear about
any of my Con classmates who will send in their
news—although at this stage of our lives there
isn’t much to report. Every week a few of us flute
players get together and play duos, trios and
quartets (sometimes with piano) without the
stress of performance. It is great fun, and I hope
you all still enjoy making music as much as I do.
Phillips M. Montross P’85 • Lost Meredith (Class
of 1953) to colon cancer on October 3, 2020. Still
living in Glenview, IL. Son, Peter ’85, living in Bend,
Ore., with Susie, now empty nesters. That’s about
it. Good luck in ’22 to all.

1953
Richard W. Malsack • Margaret and I continue
to live in Fairfield Glade, Tennessee—we are
now in our 21st year here!!! We are not as active
as we once were, but continue similarly with
our obligations and social efforts! COVID-19
considerations have limited us to some extent, but
we work around them as best we can! As most in
the Class of 1953 have already commemorated, I
turned 90 in early November 2021!! Any may call
me at 931-707-7292 if they so desire!!! I admit, “It’s
heck to get old!”.

1955
Elizabeth McIntyre Gibson • I’ve been living in
Arizona for 12 years now and love it. A couple of
knee replacements have required me to cut back
on tennis, but all is good.
One daughter and husband have moved to
Arizona, one daughter back in Winnetka and son in
Lake Forest. Three grandsons have graduated from
college and working in Chicago and NYC.
A granddaughter is a senior in college as is one
grandson. Youngest grandson starts college in 2022.
Arizona life is wonderful and relaxed. Lots of great
people in our gated community which has a great
social schedule and many activities.
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Norma Christopherson Kretzschmar • Thinking
back to freshman year and being assigned a
roommate, Mary Matenaer Starr ’57. We continued
to be roommates all four years and then lifelong
friends until her death on March 2, 2021. The last
time I heard from her was a get well card to my
husband. So thoughtful. She touched many lives
through her teaching and her exuberant spirit.
Mary M. Starr will be missed.
Marilyn Fernstrom Smith ’58 “Shirley Steiner shared
a wonderful photo memory from our freshman year of
Patricia Miller (DerHovsepian) ’59, Marjo Smith, and
Karl J. Schmidt ’59 making music under the mentoring
of Professor Fred Schroeder.”

Dwight A. Peterson • The sad news is that my dear
wife of 65 years, Margie, passed away late last year.
So now it’s just me and the collie dog, Laddie,
sharing the house in North Oaks, north of St. Paul,
that we built 57 years ago. We also have a house on
Lake Superior, 50-some miles from the Canadian
border, that we built in 1988, an outgrowth of our
canoeing the Boundary Waters when our three
boys were growing up. When people ask where
we go south in the winter, I say, “We go north!”
Winter sports abound up there, but I don’t go so
much now because my legs are bad and not up to
the downhill and cross country skiing. I was at 3M
for 38 years, but now retirement has been good.
Nancy Ryan Wright • I have been living on Long
Island for a long time and it’s a great place to be.
We’re near New York City and the ocean beaches,
and our neighborhood had a beach on Long
Island Sound that can be used to launch a small
boat ... and mostly mild temperatures. I miss my
classmates. Lawrence was a great experience for
me ... I loved it when I was there.
Martin L. Deppe P’86, Margaret Atwater Deppe P’86
After 22 years in a storied Chicago bungalow, Peg
and I have moved to a 15th floor senior living
apartment overlooking our beloved Lake Michigan.
I continue archiving papers for my collection at
Harold Washington Library Center in downtown
Chicago, writing “letters to the editor” on sundry
social issues, and managing our reduced space
with Peg and our 10-year-old kitty, Posey. After
my studies of U.S. government with Dr. Roelofs
at Lawrence, I am now, 60 years later, witnessing
what appears to be a breakdown in our American
experiment in democracy. God help us.

1957
Roberta Luce Guthrie • A year ago, I contracted
COVID-19 and was in the hospital for a few days.
I have gradually recovered and am back mostly
to normal, although my memory seems to come
and go. Looking forward to the departure of the
latest form of COVID-19. I am grateful that I live
in an assisted living apartment and my meals are
provided. Such a blessing!

Chuck Merry • I am delighted with the new LU
President Laurie Carter. Her background in liberal
arts, athletics and music make her ideally suited
for Lawrence.
As for me, I continue to volunteer in the
community, attend LU events in the chapel and
football games in the Banta Bowl. Running and
racing continue to be a big part of my life. In 2021
I only ran two 5K races as several others were
cancelled due to the pandemic. I ran well in both
races, almost as fast as I had done the year before.
In the winter, I exercise three days per week at
the YMCA and run two miles each time on a
treadmill. By sometime in late March/early April
I will resume running outdoors to get ready for
the “racing” season.

1959
Waltressa Allen Molsberry • I’m certainly aware of
the personal impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.
My participation in activities is resuming but
involves fewer that meet outside my retirement
home and more with fellow residents. l’m getting
older—imagine that!
Carol Ann Schleger Ostrom • I retired as staff
accompanist of Rock Valley College after 41 years.
During this time, the directors and I were able to
take our students and adults to Carnegie Hall in
2000, The Washington Cathedral in 2004 and the
White House in 2009.
I have been serving as organist at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church for 57 years: I give credit to my
Lawrence professors, especially LaVahn Maesch
and Paul Barnes, for their music teaching skills.
My husband, Curt, passed away in 2004. My son,
Chuck, is a Delta International pilot flying the
A330 Airbus.
Karl J. Schmidt, JoAnn Staab Schmidt ’60 • Shirley
Steiner shared a wonderful photo memory from our
freshman year of Patricia Miller (DerHovsepian),
Marjo Smith, and me making music under the
mentoring of Professor Fred Schroeder. I am still
playing clarinet and saxophone (although greatly
reduced during the pandemic) and composing
music, mainly for small ensembles. Some
performances and scores are available at
www.karlschmidtmusic.com. Celebrated 61 years
of marriage with JoAnn Staab ’60 in our Palo Alto,
Calif., home of 52 years this past June.
Shirley Spangler Steiner P’82, Richard J. Steiner P’82
We are still doing well and have managed to avoid
COVID-19. Enjoying visits from our vaccinated
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Our move in September 2020, to the other side
of Richland Center, without all the steps at our
old house, has made life much easier. We still
have a green space behind us and across the
street with plentiful deer, squirrels and birds. My
flower gardens are much reduced to deer resistant
plants. Attending the Madison Symphony concerts
is a special treat. The Overture Center requires
vaccinations and masks, so I feel quite safe there.
I also enjoy the online concerts from Lawrence.
Hoping sometime to be able to see old friends and
classmates in person again.
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John E. Dunning • Pam and I are still living in
Yorktown, Va., but plan to downsize this year and
move to a senior community in Williamsburg.
Having 17 grandchildren spread around the
country keeps life interesting with visits,
graduations, and weddings. This past year, we
both fully retired from our academic careers in
public administration. I still enjoy church and
community work, biking, skiing, and annual visits
to the Blue Ridge Mountains with classmate
David Grant ’61. As you might expect, the Blue
Ridge towns we visit have lot of fine breweries and
wineries. Cheers!
David R. Grant • We are enjoying life in S.C. and
are staying healthy. Playing tennis regularly,
including competing nationally with our sons in
the 80+ division. Won a silver and a bronze ball
with different sons in 2019 and will be competing
again starting in April.
Visitors are welcome. Our Keowee Key
community, near Clemson/Greenville, is active
and has all the amenities we can use. Just call
609-284-1565 and book your times. The best to
all of you still reading these notes.
William R. Levis • Visit this link to learn about the
recent work of Dr. Levis: amp.northjersey.com/
amp/403379001
MaryLou Lloyd Opgenorth • I have very little news
to share! I am well and have avoided the COVID-19
virus so far. Taking walks in the park outside my
front door has maintained what little sanity I have
left. Reading and sewing have also helped me feel
productive. Part of my family is in Neenah, so we
have been together off and on throughout the two
years. I can report an addition to the family. My
first great-granddaughter, Olivia Grace Parker, was
born on Dec. 31, 2020. A friend and I have had to
cancel our river cruise on the Danube River twice,
so have chalked that up to “wasn’t meant to be”!
My youngest granddaughter will graduate from
high school in June.
Judith Burmeister Saul P’86 • Have been a
homebody for two years due to COVID-19! Can
certainly thin out and re-focus! When Wings Over
the Rockies Air and Space Museum re-opened I
could return to my volunteer spot at the welcome
desk on Thursday afternoons ... very safe in a huge
aircraft hangar in the Lowry neighborhood, once an

Air Force base and training center.
I do my errands and see people in my bubble!
I am in touch with Carol Wiese Nichols ’61, Sally
Huffman Hall ’61 and Leonard Hall ’60, Ann
Kearns ’61, Brenda Brady Ready ’62, Anita Hansen
Horton ’60, and Judy Semmer Randall ’62. Been
in same three-level townhouse in SE Denver for 31
years. Husband Bill died in 2011; we had a terrific
20-year marriage ... travelled, collected art, laughed
and had fun!
Frederic G. Sherman • We all laughed back in
the day when the quote was “growing old isn’t
for sissies.” No one’s laughing now. We can
still answer “no” to the COVID-19 questions.
Isolation, Zoom meetings with friends and more
often now with physicians. Recovering from
knee replacement has turned out to be a good
thing. The exercises, debilitating in themselves
at first (oxycodone an hour before), have become
a starting point for me. I’m back at tennis now
that my knee no longer caves in at 10 degrees.
We don’t travel much but risk it to get back to
beautiful downtown Omaha to see the three
grandchildren still under ten. An eclectic reading
list fills out the day.
Nancy M. Stowe P’87 • I spent the first half of
2021 helping the Koopman family plan the July
18 celebration of John’s life. It was a wonderful
event, with colleagues and former students
participating—I was even able to share some
funny anecdotes from 60 years of smiling or
laughing with this remarkable man!
I am back in Appleton permanently, gradually
picking up my life here, including taking great
joy in singing in my church choir, which at age
82 is an unanticipated pleasure! I’ll look forward
to in-person reunions with you when the present
restrictions are lifted.
Gwynn Williams Wardwell • Plenty of room for
family and guests. Very comfortable. Nice friends.
Missing a Lawrence visit but know that travel is
on the horizon. I do miss those Naples vacations.
There’s something about sun tans and water.
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Allen R. Bjornson • Pandemic had clipped our
wings. We are staying close to home in Evanston,
Ill. We are in our starter home which will be our
ender-home.
We are waiting to hear where our granddaughter
will be going go college this fall. She is a high
school senior in Laguna Niguel, Calif. We are still
bicoastal parents. Our daughter, Alicia, has retired
from her job with the State of N.J. as a historic
interpreter and a historic preservationist at several
historic sites.
My son, Andrew, continues in his footwear
designer job with Vans in Calif. We are looking
forward to the day we can safely travel again and
see our family members.
It is always sad to hear when we have lost a
classmate.
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Erlan S. Bliss • My 49 years working on lasers
came to an end in February after four years at the
Air Force Cambridge Lab near Boston and 45 at
Lawrence Livermore Lab in California. They started
with a table top laser and proceeded to completion
and operation of the National Ignition Facility
(NIF). The 192 beams of NIF have produced new
records for fusion energy from a laser driven target
(see “lasers.llnl.gov.” online).
In retirement I continue my trombone
avocation which started in sixth grade and
continued through my four years at Lawrence.
I now play in a “Big Band” and a larger community
band. One met online during COVID-19. Both are
now in person again.
Best wishes to my classmates and all Lawrentians.
Johanna Steinmetz Cummings • After splitting
my time between Portland, OR, and Washington,
D.C., for four years, I committed full time to
D.C. in August of 2019, little knowing that just
six months later, we’d all be bunkered against
COVID-19. I was lucky to be near my son’s family,
with grandchildren, Whit (11) and Mae (12), and
lucky to live in an apartment with a balcony and
access to an indoor pool. (Sanity-saving!) I live
on the “Channel,” as they call this offshoot of the
Potomac, and all the helicopters heading to and
from the White House, etc., motor by my window.
(The bazooka got put away last January.) D.C.
has a very competent mayor who has handled
COVID-19 well, so the city is waking up, theaters
and museums are open, music is being played,
chefs are serving food. I am hopeful.
Lois Lammers McNamara • Being 80 is
challenging, and these are challenging times.
Education is still part of my life. My husband,
Bob, and I home-schooled our grandson for a year
of the pandemic and continue to tutor him on
Zoom. We enjoy camping in our RV and boating
on Florida’s rivers. We will celebrate our 60th
anniversary this year! I continue to volunteer as
a master gardener, editing the county master
gardener newsletter. Living in Florida, gardening is
my year-round preferred leisure activity.
Robert B. Petters • I had been fortunate to convert
my course—Introduction to Musical Experiences—to
a completely online course before the pandemic
began, so I’ve been able to teach throughout
this time. When church is open, I’ve been able to
conduct the adult choir (with masks) at a Lutheran
church. The community orchestra I conduct has
not rehearsed at all; I’m hoping we can begin later
this spring. In the meantime, I’ve been able to
work on creating arrangements of orchestra music
with a new music notation software program,
e.g. “Toy Symphony Spoof.” I hope that all my
fellow musicians have been able to find ways to
adjust and satisfy their musical talents during this
frustrating time.
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Douglas Dunn Dance Company, ©The Estate of Nathaniel Tileston | Lucinda Childs ©The Estate of Nathaniel Tileston
Nathaniel Tileston ’66 died in August 2019. From 1970 to 1985, he worked in NYC as a dance photographer, one of
only three, focusing on the postmodern dance movement. His entire dance archive has been accepted by the New York
Public Library Dance Division where his photos will be scanned and available to the public.
Interest in postmodern dance is currently high and Nat’s images have recently been included in exhibitions in NYC,
Brazil, Chile and Spain. They have also been published in books and magazines devoted to postmodern dance history.
As executor of his dance archives, I am working to see that his photographs will remain in the public eye as a
tribute to his excellent work. —John Eide ’65

Dorothy Polzin Staley • On Dec. 2, the audiobooks
Bear Woman Rising came out on Amazon at
www.amazon.com/dp/B08KJ42841. Click on
“Audio Sample” to hear actor Megan (Liz) Cole ’63
begin the powerful tale of female friendship and
the Alaskan wilderness.
In 1976, two women meet and bond in Yukon
Territory. Jesse—a lone female scientist at an
arctic outpost—single, pregnant and on the run.
Kara—a flower child, song writer—destined to
return to a wilderness cabin. It’s a tale of grit, loss,
laughter, and profound friendship.
Liz and I met at Lawrence and have been
friends ever since. Bear Woman Rising, the book,
and now the audiobook, proves there is no age
limit to what Lawrence alumni can do.
Christian Vogel • Life is slowing down, for the first
time in more than 45 years I am not in charge of
anything in particular. I have had more time to
reflect on the importance of my years at Lawrence
and the diverse education that they provided. As
I moved from technical management to general
management, the importance of looking at
situations from multiple, unconnected viewpoints
was significantly more useful to me than the
technical education. As I go forward,
I suspect that this will increasingly be the case.
Linda Burch Eiserloh • Barney and I are happy in
Tryon, N.C. We love the beauty and climate and
each other after 50 years. Barney does welding
art and stained glass, and I spend hours with
friends and pro-bono “clients”... as a retired family
therapist on my front porch in the sunshine. I
am doing a lot of writing and printing. We both
read a lot and watch all the nature and history
programs on PBS. Love all contact with and news
of Lawrence friends.
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Carolyn Stickney Beck, Hayward J. Beck ’65 •
Carolyn and Jay are savoring the simple prairie
life, including visits to Minnesota State Parks in
all kinds of weather. Carolyn is best buddies with
her new horse, Cookie. Knitting and felting keep
her fingers nimble, while the women of Study
Club help her keep her mind nimble. Jay, ever the
thespian, is in his 10th year as a standardized

patient at the Mayo Clinic Simulation Center,
helping to educate the full range of medical
professionals. On the golf course, he continues his
lifelong pursuit of shooting his age.
Charles E. Bennison, Jr., Joan Reahard Bennison
M-D’66 • Joan Reahard and I have sold our
home of 25 years in Philadelphia and moved to
Sea Island, Georgia, where we honeymooned
55 years ago—and would now welcome a visit
by any LU classmates. Most of our time and
attention is centered on our two daughters, their
husbands, and six grandchildren ages 6 to 16. I
still lean on much that Lawrence taught me long
ago in order to preach occasionally during the
year and throughout the summer as vicar of St.
Peter’s Episcopal Chapel, Leland, Michigan.
In retirement, in 2018, I completed a masters in
philosophy at the New School for Social Research
and continue to read in that field.
John Eide • Nathaniel Tileston ’66 died in August 2019.
From 1970 to 1985, he worked in NYC as a
dance photographer, one of only three, focusing
on the postmodern dance movement. His
entire dance archive has been accepted by the
New York Public Library Dance Division where his
photos will be scanned and available to the public.
Interest in post-modern dance is currently high
and Nat’s images have recently been included in
exhibitions in NYC, Brazil, Chile, and Spain. They
have also been published in books and magazines
devoted to post-modern dance history.
As executor of his dance archives, I am working
to see that his photographs will remain in the
public eye as a tribute to his excellent work.
Michael E. Hayes • I am still in Key West, working
and writing. In two national calls, I was a finalist
in the Key West Literary Seminar’s “Emerging
Poets Award” and was selected, with 11 others,
to participate in a workshop facilitated by Billy
Collins.
Theodore M. Katzoff • I was on campus last
October to do a fencing seminar with the team.
Wonderful time with Coach Momberg and the
fencers! Also got together with LU friends in
admin: Shana, Sherri, Matt, and Ben. I continue
to play guitar and ukulele, not well but fun! I do a
little good in the world by supporting Lawrence’s

mission and the Western Flyer Foundation (think
John Steinbeck, Ed Ricketts and The Sea of Cortez).
Claudette and I are well, healthy and fully
vaccinated. Bird-watching at a nearby wetlands and
from a dive boat, while she scuba dives, is in the
near future.
Pledged to return for Reunion, should that
happen. Best to all.
Katherine Seitz King • Since 1965, I lived one year
in Germany and two great years in Paris, France,
with classmate/husband Richard King.
For 20 years I was an OT in Mental health
Second marriage to English prof 1973–93
1980–85 I earned M.A./M.F.A. in Sculpture
UW–Milw and Asst. Professor at UW–Milw.
Extensive Museum, gallery shows and awards
in U.S.A. and abroad of my sculpture and
performance work.
1985–93 I prevailed in a very difficult sexual
harassment landmark case which I hope has been
useful to others.
1993–present an art dealer at King Art LLC.
COVID-19 2020 and cardiac surgery 2021. I’m now
down-sizing business and regaining health—quite
a life with glorious high points and difficult times.
www.trocadero.com/kingart
I invite reconnections.
Todd J. Mitchell • With six sons between us, we
now have one more grandchild, bringing the total
to an even dozen. Unfortunately, conditions have
not been favorable for us to visit them very often,
especially since most of them live on the East
and West Coasts and our primary residence is
the Milwaukee area. COVID-19 doesn’t help travel
matters. We sold our Florida home in December
and are now planning to spend the winter seasons
in a retirement community in Scottsdale where we
will be closer to five of the grandkids.
Summers in Wisconsin provide us with plenty
of opportunities for golf, tennis and pickleball. And
Milwaukee has a plethora of good restaurants with
outdoor dining, some being pet-friendly.
Steve Mullen • If I remember—a phrase I now use
way too often—when I posted last I was working
in Tokyo. Now after a decade in NYC, we moved
to the brightest city in the USA—Las Vegas. I’m a
mile from Chinatown so great food is near.
Until COVID-19, my wife Suganya and I visited
India, Malaysia, or the Philippines every winter.
Next winter?
Next year she will retire from the health
consulting firm she founded. Then, maybe in
2024–2025, an escape from this country to
Penang? Only block, our four cats.
Although I retired from hi-tek international
sales many decades ago, I then spent over 25 years
writing for video/film publications. I just finished
a second Amazon book so now I must figure-out
what fun is next.

Gary A. Pines • Have homes in Palm Beach
Gardens, FL, and in Northbrook, IL. Staying
healthy—fitness and vaccines. Still very much
enjoying “work” as a trainer/coach to help
consultants, accountants, lawyers, etc. become
“rainmakers.” Very involved with the American
Jewish Committee to minimize hate, bigotry,
antisemitism and to have countries build positive
relationships with Israel. Vicki is very involved
assisting “elderly groups.”
Richard L. Rapport II • I finally retired from the
University of Washington School of Medicine in
2000, but am still teaching now at the Washington
State College of Medicine. I often see my old LU
friend and colleague in several medical settings,
John Howe ’67, and his wife, Cynthia Russell Howe
’67. Also hear from other LU classmates now
and then. I can still hike and run (well, sort of),
and I wrote a novel over the past couple of years.
Married to the writer of literary short fiction Valerie
Trueblood for 50 years. Our son, Daniel, lives
nearby. I have had a very fortunate life.
Richard B. Snyder • After 21 years of volunteering
in Boston, the last 15 of which were in a high
school guidance department, I have had enough of
the long commute. I am of an age when many of
my friends are dealing with health issues including
some pretty significant ones. I have decided to
use my volunteer time to assist the many friends
who can use some help. This still leaves me time
to do some skiing and play golf as well as be very
involved in my church. Other than the tedium of
dealing with COVID-19 (but not getting it), which
we all have had to deal with, life is great.
Victor W. Weaver • City of Chino Hills, Calif.
Recognition for the proposal, planning, fund
raising and completion of a veterans monument
and flag pole at the community center by our local
Veterans Club—I’m a proud member.
Volunteer compulsion kicked, so I’m working
at my church food pantry distribution and at the
community bingo fundraiser.
West Coast grandkids (2) now married with
one great-granddaughter, so far.
East Coast grandkids (3) advancing through
their academic pursuits, one Ph.D. candidate
(Emory University), one senior (University of
Delaware) and a freshman (American University)
in D.C.
Marilyn Hobby Wescott • Ross and I feel fortunate
to dwell fully six months/year in two of Maine’s
best attributes: her lakes and her coast. We are
both engaged in contributing to monitoring water
bodies for invasive aquatic species throughout the
state. My transparent kayak has proved its worth
in these endeavors. I am studying Demotic Greek
via the Hellenic Society’s Zoom group. We have so
many projects, we have little spare time. At LU we
had in loco parentis; now we have ”smart” devices;
one day I will be in control.

Jean Sydow West, Robert MacLellan West ’63 •
Hello from Denver! Mac and I have been well—
vaccinated and boosted. Not even a cold in the
past two years! I did have a successful knee
replacement surgery in March 2021. Because of
the pandemic, we have no travel stories to share.
We did have lunch last October with Donna and
Dan Taylor ’63 (LU faculty emeritus), who also live
in the Denver area. Mac’s business travel was also
severely restricted this past year, but his consulting
business did survive. Our son, Chris, and his
family live only 10 minutes from us, so we were
able to see them on a regular basis. We won’t be
at the LU Reunion this year due to a commitment
here in Denver that same weekend.
Jean Lampert Woy, J. Richard Woy ’64 • Dick and
I are both healthy and still living in Brookline,
Mass. We spend time in Vermont, where we have
a condo in Waitsfield, and on Cape Cod (we like
Brewster a lot). We ski, snowshoe, hike, and ride
bikes. I am mostly retired from publishing and
now volunteering with various organizations,
including the Brookline Historical Society, the
Brookline Preservation Commission, projects
with the Boston City Archaeologist, and of course
Lawrence. Dick is still doing consulting work,
mostly relating to the opioid overdose epidemic.
We are frustrated at not having been able to do
international travel for two years, but we are now
planning a trip for April.
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Sidney K. Ayabe • The Ayabe household enjoyed an
intimate outdoor wedding with Sara marrying Nick
McLean in 2021. With eldest daughter Lisa and
husband Matt living with Sid and Cookie, they have
enjoyed the company of grandchild Liv who has
brought much joy and laughter to them. Youngest
daughter Marie and husband Paul recently moved
from Boston to Seattle. Sid returned to the
University of Iowa for his 50th law school reunion
in October 2021. He chaired the gift committee
and raised the most for a 50th law school reunion
gift. He was awarded the Iowa College of Law 2021
Alumni Achievement Award for his significant
accomplishments in law and service to the school.
Sid continues doing mediation/arbitration.
Richard A. Culbertson • We became minority
owners (LOL) of the Green Bay Packers. Four
days after our stock certificate arrived they were
eliminated by our former hometown 49ers. Karma?
Worst thing about elimination learned from years
in Minn. and Wis. is the three months of winter
gloom that follows.
Here we have Mardi Gras, that great New Orleans
antidote to winter blahs. Looking forward (we
hope) to marching in St. Anne parade and keeping
our streak of 25 MOMS (Mystic Orphans and
Misfits) Balls alive after COVID-19 shutdown 2021.
Still at LSU Health Sciences and love my job
(could have done without IDA’s unwelcome visit
though).
Be well all!
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Gerry Max • My book Richard Halliburton and the
Voyage of the Sea Dragon was recently published.
Subsequently I established at Rhodes College
in Memphis an archive devoted to Halliburton
(1900–1939) and other early 20th century
adventure travelers; highlights of the collection are
now on exhibit at the school’s Barret Library.
A presentation on Halliburton’s ill-fated Chinese
junk expedition is scheduled next year for the
Treasure Island Museum in San Francisco;
another on Jack London and his literary influence
is scheduled for the Jack London Society in Glen
Ellen. In past years I have conducted seminars
at Björklunden and am eager to do so again.
I continue to collect and appraise rare books.
Judith Lee McNatt • Since in 2020 both my
daughter and I were laid off due to COVID-19 (we
were fine; the institutions we worked for were not),
I have spent a lot of my time on house projects
and volunteering for local environmental causes.
In spite of the pandemic creating turmoil
and sadness in the performing arts world, my
daughter was determined to continue pursuing
her passion—performing arts (particularly opera)
administration. Opportunities began opening
up again in mid-2021 and in October of 2021 she
became Manager of the Ryan Opera Center for
Young Artists within Lyric Opera of Chicago! I am
very proud of her, and I love the fact that I can visit
her and the city of Chicago from time to time.
Patricia Phelps Nash • This past September I
moved into a co-op at Eden Prairie Applewood
Pointe. So far I have not missed raking leaves or
shoveling snow. Not to worry. I continue some
gardening and other outdoor chores at my Lake
Sylvia cabin. Keeping in touch electronically with
Lawrence Alumni in several states has been a
special treat.
Robert Y. Paddock • Retired, family media
business for 45 years, still vice-chair. [After three
years at LU, 70s-era angst led to Vista and U.S.
Army (Vietnam). Back at LU for several years
via stints of employment and study, changed
majors. Northwestern University master’s
degree followed.] I’ve had the good fortune of
patient spouse (Marcie) and two daughters, plus
perspective broadened by friends and insights
found at Lawrence and the many community,
business, and service organizations with which I’ve
been involved. These days: Roosevelt University
trustee, Rotary service club, indentured HoneyDos,
gym, dog, sailing and snowshoeing Wisconsin.
Living in Arlington Heights, Ill; the girls are in
nearby towns.
Timothy S. Parker • Jonelle and I moved to Auburn,
Calif., from Grass Valley, Calif., to be closer to our
two youngest grandchildren. Our oldest daughter,
Melissa, still owns and operates her Nevada
City, Calif., restaurant, Bistro 221. Our youngest
son, Seth, left Charlotte Tilbury to be back in the
restaurant business at Cafeteria in Chelsea NYC.
Our oldest, Rick, still works for himself in Orange
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County, Calif., while our youngest, Alexandra, finds
the changing world of real estate challenging and
exciting. I’m so grateful for a liberal arts education
in combination with my M.B.A. I’m still working
at retiring. We’re healthy, play pickleball regularly,
spend the season in our Palm Springs home, and
we still fret about things over which we have no
control. Our five grandchildren range from 6–26,
and we’re still wondering what we’re going to do
when we grow up. Grateful to have my brother,
Tom ’65, Marcia ’66, and his children, Molly ’91,
Reed ’93, Ellen ’95, and Zach in our lives. Let us
know if you’re passing through from San Francisco
to Truckee/Tahoe to Reno.
Maya Duesberg Roos • Greetings to the greater LU
community! I have recently returned to the states
after living abroad in Estonia. My husband, Dr.
Aarand Roos, passed away there in 2020. Since
then I returned to New York and taught there until
January 2022, having now returned to Savannah,
Georgia, where my daughter, Leila, and son, Taavo
now live. I have two granddaughters ages 3 and 9
months, and it is beyond delightful having them
in my life. I still continue with my musical work,
having conducted a chorus of 100 singers at
Lincoln Center in 2018.
Charlot Nelson Singleton • Hi, classmates! Having
survived a mild bout with COVID-19, I am ready
to travel after a long hiatus. Hawaii in February
and skiing with the family in Utah in March. I am
still immersed at the Boys and Girls Club, both
tutoring and counseling middle school students.
Remote learning has not served them well, so we
have a lot of catch-up to do!! Finding our lives busy
with grandkids and our family who love to fly fish
and horseback ride. My husband and I continue
working on our golf games and serving meals in
our community. Life appears to be returning to
normal! I’m no longer on the LU board of trustees
and miss that companionship. Best to all of you—
stay healthy!
Percy J. Smerek • Percy Smerek retired after 50
years pastoring. He and wife Ada moved from
Stonewall, Texas, to Medina, Texas, where they will
have six great-grandchildren by August of 2022.
They still share their faith actively in many ways
while being close to the family.
Barbara Martin Smith • As the day brightens, I
am thinking of some of you. Perhaps our paths
will cross again. I hope you and your dearest ones
are well. In this moment, I am grateful for time
well spent and long to be in touch with those who
shared an adventure or two with me. As the sun
sets each day, I am warmed by both current and
remembered beauty.
John W. Whipple • This year, there’s been no
travel out of the country, less time at the office,
no hip-hop at the Y, thanks to COVID-19. We
spent the winter renovating an apartment for
my daughter and her wife. The family now has
four grandchildren by marriage and three greatgrandchildren. That I could be great-grandfather to

David Spear ’73
with John Moeller ’71
(left), with
Ned Sahar ’72
(center), and with
Joanne McQuaid
Hinderaker ’73
(right).

a couple of beautiful Jamaican/Vietnamese kids is
a treat I never anticipated.
Our boys, one married before COVID-19 and
one nearly married, live in California. Going to see
them is as far as we’ve gotten. We’re healthy, if you
ignore the usual deniable ailments that come with
age. We’re doing the same things we’ve always
done, but at a slower pace. We’ve upped our game
in gardening and cooking.
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Pamela K. Berns • After 35 years, I’m still
publishing Chicago Life magazine, a supplement
in the New York Times and Wall Street Journal
in the Chicago area five times a year. My new
abstract nature-themed paintings can be seen
on paintingsbypamberns.com. I am grateful for
the wonderful years I experienced at Lawrence
University.
Steve Bogue, Leslie Schriber Bogue • Leslie and
I had a chance during the pandemic to practice
for my upcoming retirement. Fortunately, the
prolonged period of togetherness because of the
pandemic and my working from home went well
and acted to assure us that retirement would
be do-able. Despite rumors to the contrary, the
near simultaneous retirement of Tom Brady,
snow boarder Shaun White and me was pure
coincidence, and there was no coordination
involved. We are enduring the winter and
waiting for the gardening season, which, here in
Nebraska, may be a while. When it does come,
Leslie has volunteered to be the crew foreperson
and is devising a demerit system for me. That is
consistent with our relative abilities!!
Steven W. Crane • Enjoying retirement (one full,
one part time job), still working 1 part time job
in the food industry, dealing with COVID-19 on
a daily basis. On a lighter note, collecting the
America The Beautiful quarters (2010–21). Watch
for those issued in 2019 or 2020 with a “W” mint
mark (U.S. Mint near the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point). They are worth a lot more!
Gayle Jorgenson Elfast • Boats are still a part of
my life, but no longer sailboats. Teaching sailing
to women and then traveling to the Bahamas
was always a great adventure. Now we enjoy our
Boston Whaler and kayaks. We fly to the Bahamas
where we have a small home on Long Island which
is just south of Exuma. Lawrence architecture
courses helped me in the design of that special
house. Coastal Maine is still a wonderful place to
spend the rest of the year.
Stephen Graham • On January 10th I had knee
replacement surgery to join the crowd, likely some
of you. I am hoping to return to swimming soon
and maybe tennis this summer. Classmate Gerry
Keith ’69 and I play duplicate bridge weekly online.
Marge and I are registered to attend Joe Patterson
’69 and Professor Jerald Podair’s “African America
in Slavery and Freedom” seminar at Björklunden
July 17–22. Hope to see some of you there.

Bruce H. Iglauer • 2021 was the 50th anniversary
of my company, Alligator Records. To celebrate,
we released a triple-CD and double LP set called
“50 Years Of Genuine Houserockin’ Music.” The
media responded, and in June I was interviewed
by Scott Simon for NPR’s “Weekend Edition.”
The interview was rebroadcasted on Christmas
morning. We’re continuing to sign blues and
roots artists like the sensational young Christone
“Kingfish” Ingram, who was also featured on NPR
in July. I still work 80+ hour weeks and still find
the music exhilarating, just like I did when Peter
Aschoff and I presented that Luther Allison concert
in Stansbury back in the fall of ’69.
I can’t get over what a great career I’ve had!

Tocher Mitchell • My wife, Brenda, and I still
have the hatches battened down to ride out the
omicron variant, but we’re itching to get out and
about again—have made some tentative plans
for international travel later in the year. Am still
working part time (remotely) on a USAID project
in Myanmar. It’s very sad and infuriating to see
how the military junta is destroying that country.
Also very sad regarding the recent passing of our
classmate, my fraternity brother and dear friend,
David Carlsen.

James H. Leslie • My dear wife, Lynnanne Warren,
died of an acute hemorrhagic stroke on Sept. 9.
Lynnanne’s health decline began five years before her
fatal stroke when she suffered a stroke in August of
2016. I was my wife’s full-time caregiver for most of
the five years between her first stroke that disabled
her and her second stroke that ended her life.
Lynnanne enjoyed joining me for my 45th cluster LU
reunion. A career elementary school teacher in the
Roseville (Minn.) School District, Lynnanne was an
active member of her Unitarian church in St. Paul.
I miss my wife more than words can express.

Joseph F. Patterson, Mary C. Mattke ’71 • Mary and
I express our thanks for the concern and well
wishes we received from our classmates as I
rehabbed at Hartford, Conn. Hospital and at our
home during the 12 weeks after I experienced
emergency trauma rec surgery to my damaged
and immobilized legs. This was necessitated by
an accidental fall down a flight of municipal steps
in Downtown Hartford last November. Outpatient
Sports Rehab is slightly ahead of schedule as I
look forward to a functional recovery in time to
participate with retired LU Professor Jerry Podair
and classmate Susan Voss Pappas ’69 in a
Björklunden summer seminar session scheduled
for the week of July 17–22 on African-American
history from 1619 to the present.

Laurie A. Magee • My husband, Tom, and I
continue to live in Laguna Vista, Texas, which
is located in the Rio Grande Valley near South
Padre Island. Tom and I had an opportunity to
travel on a limited basis in 2021. We met our
newest grandchild, Sage, on a visit to Ann Arbor,
Michigan, in the spring where our daughter,
Shannon, completed her post-doc. I also had an
opportunity to visit with three of my sisters in
Minneapolis during the summer for the first time
in several years. I chair the leadership team at First
United Methodist Church-Port Isabel. I’m also
part of the RGV Quilt Guild Show Board which is
planning an in-person quilt show in February 2022
after having a virtual quilt show in 2021.

Diane Berger Weaver • I am still living in the
beautiful Skagit Valley in Washington State. I have
been keeping in touch with Lawrence through the
50th Reunion, the online alumni classes, and the
2020 alumni trip to Ghana. Our tour guide on this
trip was Luumva from Accra. He makes really cool
sandals, and I have spent two summers selling
Luumva’s sandals at the local farmers market. I
loved my job teaching orchestra, and I am loving
retirement. Delving into the hundreds of letters
and papers from the LU days has been a real trip
down memory lane. I am looking forward to seeing
Ghana trip folks and other folks from classes of
’67, ’68, and ’69 at the cluster reunion coming up
next summer, 2023!

David S. Matz • I (finally) retired in September of
2020, after almost 40 years as a Classics professor
at St. Bonaventure University in western New York
State. Retiring in the midst of a raging pandemic
made it a little difficult to settle on a retirement
project, but a unique opportunity soon came my
way: to serve as a volunteer assistant coach for
a local high school baseball team. I had an “in”:
my son is the head coach. We had a great 2021
season, undefeated until the sectional finals. It was
great fun to be able to hang out with my son and
to be involved with the game that we both love.
We’re looking forward to an even better 2022 season;
almost the entire team returns. Should be fun!

Sue Voss Pappas, Dean Pappas • We have
been very fortunate during the past two years
experiencing relatively good health and being
able to travel between the Chicagoland area to
Door County, Wisconsin, whenever we’ve required
a change of scenery. We’re expanding our horizons
in 2022 with bicycle trips in Utah and Vermont.
Thank goodness for e-bikes! We’re hopeful that
many of our classmates will make the journey back
to Appleton for our 55th cluster reunion in June
2023. See you there and then.
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Marcia Ketchum Baird • Marcia Ketchum Baird
is still living in Denver, Colorado. She states that
2021 was an extremely difficult year as her wife of
32 years, Susan Baird, died in March of pulmonary
fibrosis. She has managed with the help of their
sons, Sam and Tim, and Tim’s wife, Rebecca.
She spent several days in Iowa before Christmas
visiting Tim, Rebecca, and their dog, Milo, and
then they all drove back to Denver to celebrate the
holidays. Marcia is hoping that 2022 brings health
and peace to the world. She is definitely looking
forward to our reunion. “How did we ever get to be
these old alumni at their 50th reunion?”
John A. Behnke • John Behnke and his wife, Marie,
are still living in Ukiah, California. John retired
from full time judging in 2020, but the pandemic
put a crimp in their travel plans, so he has
continued working part time on assignment. He
is looking forward to the LU Reunion in June and
says he communicates regularly with Bob Hawley
’71, Barb Kreher Geiser ’71, Dave Mitchell ’71, Jim
Bode ’71 and Ann Baumgarten Petersen ’71. John
and Marie had the pleasure of spending the month
of October in Ukraine visiting their daughter,
Lynette, who is a foreign service officer in Kyiv, and
their grandchildren. They are watching anxiously
as events unfold in Ukraine. Their grandchildren
have been evacuated, but Lynette remains in Kyiv.
Their son, Luke, works for TNC on Kauai, which is
also a great place to visit. Their youngest, Tess, is
completing post-doc work at UNR.
Robert C. Fellows • Robert Fellows and his wife,
Melody, live in New Hampshire and Minnesota.
Robert’s career included yoga teacher, magician,
cult buster, wellness speaker, pastor, and artist.
He is now retired but still doing magic, painting,
and guest preaching. As a yearbook and Lawrentian
photographer, he has been looking through
old negatives from Lawrence and has found
that he has some real gems. Basketball games,
fraternity initiations, Student Senate meetings,
homecoming queen candidates, peace marches,
Julian Beck’s Living Theater, and more! He says
it’s a unique collection, especially since this was
before iPhones. He is considering how to get
these photos digitized and published. If anyone
is interested in the project, please contact him at
bob@robertfellows.com. “Be well, everyone!”
Robert F. Haeger • Robert Haeger and his wife,
Kate, are doing their best to “live on vacation”
during these pandemic times. The five warmer
months of the year they live in Three Lakes,
Wisconsin, two and a half hours northwest of
Appleton. The remaining time they are in the
Denver, Colorado area, so as to be near their only
grandchild. They do, however, periodically sneak
out of town to get warm. (As he wrote this, they
were in Palm Desert, Calif., while the high was 21
degrees in Denver.) Kate has picked up painting
over the past four years, while Bob has gradually
and very incrementally improved his golf game.
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(Golf, for Bob, is just a different way for him to get
his walking exercise in). They are looking forward
to the belated 50th Reunion in June.
Richard O. Haight P’00, Denise Dyer Haight ’70
P’00 • Richard Haight and his wife, Denise Dyer
Haight, were at the retirement of Scott Alexander ’71
from the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero
Beach, Florida, where he had been our minister
for the past 12 years. A bike rack sculpture was
dedicated in his honor with a plaque honoring his
numerous cycling trips across the United States to
raise money to fight hunger.
David A. Jones P’10, Rochelle G. Jones P’10 •
David Jones and his wife, Rochelle, say that 2021
was quite the year. David has been involved with
various activities for and with Lawrence University.
He participated in the 1971 Class oral history
project being put together by history students of
Professor Brigid Vance, and then he spent a good
part of summer and early autumn working on
putting together our Ariel Reprise memory book
for our upcoming 50th Reunion. In addition, he
and Rochelle had a great garden out back. David
is looking forward to the publication of an old
favorite poem in Poetry East journal this coming
spring. He is deeply saddened to hear of the
passing of LU English Professor extraordinaire
Peter Fritzell over the holiday season. “I hope
most of us can stay healthy and ready for our time
in June.”
Roth Judd • Roth Judd and his wife, Lynne,
are still living in Madison but like to spend a
third of the year in Paris and a third of the year
elsewhere. 2021 found them in California hiking
Joshua Tree National Park and then biking in
Arizona. In September and October they bicycled
France’s Atlantic coast and then bicycled to the
Mediterranean, a distance of 1000 kilometers.
(Wine was definitely involved!) They then spent
November and December in Paris. On their travels
they chase theater wherever they can find it, especially
plays in development. He states he had a career
at the intersection of law, government, and public
policy, enforcing Wisconsin’s lobbying laws and rules
of conduct. He then moved to good government
projects in Africa, Europe and Middle East.

Daniel Wiessner ’73, Bill Gruetzmacher ’73, Tony Welhouse ’73, Steve
Holmgren ’73, Dave Rogers ’73 and George Wyeth ’73 on a hiking trip to
Big Bend National Park in 2019.

in 1970. COVID-19 had delayed their trip by a year.
This time, she says, they were able to see a lot
more of Turkey and sleep in much nicer places.
Retirement has allowed her to travel to other
places as well, but her best trip was from October
2020 to May 2021 when she lived in California to
help her first-grader grandson cope with virtual
school and his family to cope with the challenges
wrought by the pandemic.
Frances Farley Pan • Frances Farley Pan and her
husband, Donald Pan, moved to Belfast, Maine,
from Mystic, Connecticut, in March of 2014. They
bought one of the 36 units in Belfast EcoVillage/
Co-Housing. They have their our own “condo”
but share 42 acres of land and a large “Common
House” with the other residents, who range in
age from three months to 85 years. They quickly
became involved in the greater Belfast community.
Before the pandemic both of them served as
tutors/mentors at their local middle school and
volunteered at the local food pantry. Fran played
in a bell choir, participated in French and German
conversation groups, and served with Friends of
the Library. Their sons, Braden and Lincoln, are
grown, married, and independent, living in New
Hampshire and Utah. Their first grandchild, Leo,
was born in Salt Lake City in September!
They spent two weeks there last October
getting to know him and have planned another
month in Utah this spring. They have remained
healthy and active (vaccinated, masked, distanced)
during the pandemic. Fran is very much looking
forward to seeing friends and classmates at our
50th reunion in Appleton come June.

Marvis Ann Knospe • Marvis Knospe and her
husband, Michael Harper, welcomed two
grandchildren, Alma Paz and Isadore August,
into their lives in 2021 and were able to spend
happy times with them in Boston, Brooklyn and
D.C. With Michael still teaching remotely, they
also enjoyed an extended stay at their Wisconsin
house in Marvis’s hometown, Alma, where they
were delighted to host Lawrence alums Marilyn
Thompson ’71 and Jane Cliff ’72.

Stephen F. Rechner, Susan Gedney Rechner ’71 •
Stephen and Susan write that they are both now
retired. Susan retired from a career in nursing
administration and Stephen retired as an
obstetrician/gynecologist. They reside in Ada,
Michigan, and enjoy frequent visits to their cottage
in the Upper Peninsula. Luckily, their two sons
and their families are close by, giving them ample
opportunity to enjoy their grandchildren.

Sherry A. Lacenski • In August of 2021, Sherry
Lacenski, Anne Sturgeon Frenchick ’73, Anne’s
husband, Ted Thompson, traveled in Turkey for
three weeks to celebrate the 50th anniversary of
Anne’s and Sherry’s getting to Istanbul while they
were students at the Lawrence campus in Germany

Rick Rothschild • Rick Rothschild and his wife,
Adrienne, found 2021 to be a most eventful year
with their twins, Arin and Elijah, graduating from
high school and heading to college this past fall.
Arin is enjoying her first year at The Cooper Union
in NYC while Eli has chosen the frozen north,
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attending WPI in Worcester, MA. Rick
and Adrienne have begun to adjust
to being empty nesters while Rick
continues to provide creative direction
to a number of themed entertainment
projects including opening their forth
FlyOver attraction in Las Vegas this
past September. Several more projects
are in production over the course of
2022–2023. Rick is looking forward to
attending our upcoming reunion and
seeing many friends in Appleton!

Carol Shumway Silva, Edibaldo Silva ’71
For Carol Shumway Silva and Edibaldo Silva, 2021
marked 50 years since graduation, 50 years of
marriage, and, for Edibaldo, retirement from his 36
year practice as an academic surgical oncologist. A
week after retiring from the University of Nebraska
Medical Center they moved to Alexandria, Virginia,
to be close to their sons and their two baby
grandchildren. Edibaldo is still looking for some
part time work in a teaching hospital in the D.C.
area, while Carol spends her days babysitting
their grandson. They have also enjoyed sailing in
Annapolis, biking on the Mt. Vernon Trail, and
walking along the Potomac River. Their daughter
and her husband, an Air Force officer, just moved
to a NATO airbase in Geilenkirchen, Germany, and
they can’t wait to visit them.
Randall S. Smith • Randall S. Smith and his wife,
Gudrun Godare, are living in Tucson, Arizona.
Randal writes, “I have been reminded lately of how
much Lawrence is changing, but also how much
the important things remain the same. I think of
Lawrence often; it’s where I began my journey of
lifelong learning.”
Catherine Nichols Thompson • Catherine Nichols
Thompson and her husband, Lee Thompson, are
living in Appleton where Catherine writes that, as
she is running unopposed, she will likely be reelected to the Outagamie County Board in April for
a fourth term in office as county board supervisor.
In July, 2021, she became a great-grandma. More
recently, her grandson, Harrison Boardman,
became an Eagle Scout. She still sings in the choir
at the Fox Valley Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.
She is also an activist/advocate regarding
climate change mitigation and sustainability,
BLM, pro-choice, recovery coaching of opioid
addictions, and prison reform. She states that her
sanity savers are her cat of 19 years, gardening,
photography and fiber art design and projects.
Pamela L. Tibbetts • Pamela L. Tibbetts and her
wife, Linda, state that the big event of the year
was getting an extra petite golden doodle, named
Sophia Ruth (RBG). Sophia Ruth is a handful, and
they are wondering if they might be too old to have
gotten a new puppy. But she is a joy and behaves
most of the time. In mid-February they are meeting
Sue Mahle ’70 and Betty Friesen, Mary Freeman
Borgh ’70, John Borgh ’70 and Phyllis Russ
Pengelly ’70 and Bill Pengelly ’70 in Tucson for 10
days of fun, golf, wine, hiking, etc. They continue

to avoid COVID-19 personally, although many of
their friends have been sick ... all vaccinated and
boosted so no one really got very sick. Linda and
Pam continue to rent a house in Albuquerque for
the winter to get out of frigid Minnesota.
Norman Yamada • Norman Yamada and his wife,
Kathleen, are living in Barron, Wisconsin, where
Norman is still doing music and sound in spite of
the fact that COVID-19 has brought limitations.
They are expecting their first grandkids in April, as
their daughter is expecting triplets, which is pretty
exciting! He writes, “Lawrence days were special
days. Can we head down to the Mark for pizza and
a cold one or two? Study break?”
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Duffie A. Adelson • Since retiring from Merit
School of Music in 2015, I have stayed busy!
In 2021 I concluded a four-year term as board
chair for the National Guild for Community Arts
Education, an organization doing important work
in the sector. I remain a trustee of the guild and
also serve as a trustee of Chicago High School
for the Arts (ChiArts), Chicago Philharmonic,
and as a life-trustee at Merit School of Music.
I am privileged to serve on the WFMT Radio
Committee. I also had the honor of serving
on the LU Alumni Board for four years, which
I greatly cherished. Even after all these years,
my LU experience and friends continue to be
tremendously important to me, and I remain
grateful!
Nancy J. Boston • I have moved back to Stevens
Point, Wis. I have been active as a pianist, doing
a lot of collaborative piano with musicians at
the UW–SP. I have performed in many recitals
with faculty and students, and also help out in
the Suzuki program. The other big news is the
large garden that I created in the space left when
Mother Nature took out the forest in my side
yard. I am still an avid walker and downhill skier.
Last summer I met up with several LU alums in
Chicago and we went to visit Ma Irvin. She’s in her
90s, but still bright and peppy.
Ann L. Carrott • Another pandemic year with
life in central Minnesota consisting of lots of
walking, puzzling, reading, snowshoeing and
home projects, with library board duties to add
some spice. Jim and I did visit Sonoma with our
son, Mark, to hike and, of course, drink wine. I
managed to see a couple colleagues from my
Albion College staff days after a two year hiatus.
We “went South” to Chicago a couple times to
visit our son. (Yes, it is warmer there!) In October,
masked up at the Knetzger Chicago condo, I even
reconnected with LU ’75ers Patricia Knetzger
Fullam ’75, Beth Johnson Hult ’75 and Jane
Rittenhouse Florine ’75! We haven’t missed a beat
in 40 years!
Looking forward to the 50th Reunion in 2023!

Cindy Percak ’73 and Diane Droste ’73: Grace at
Episcopal Church, Newton Mass.

Paul G. Chicos, Catherine Nixon Chicos ’74 •
Fortunately, COVID-19 has not infected our
immediate family. All have been vaccinated and
boosted, age permitting; we are traveling again,
but not as often and not as far.
That said, spring break will find us all skiing
in Colorado, with our daughters skiing with their
daughters/nieces down the same slopes on which
they learned as children … won’t be long before
two more women can burn me on the slopes.
Although I’m still working as a senior executive
with a privately-held firm, I am 100% remote,
giving me complete flexibility to work out of our
homes in Pa. or Ga. Some ask me when I’ll retire,
others believe I’ve already done so ... just living
the dream!
Thomas R. Cutler • Although COVID-19 has
brought a halt to my international travel, I still
consult on the geopolitics of energy. Thankfully,
I have been able to hunker down ok, and in July
2021 I brought home the GOLD at the Maryland
Senior Olympics regional championship in the
javelin, bringing back fond memories of my spear
chucking at LU. My distance qualified me for
Nationals, so I plan to compete in Ft. Lauderdale
in May 2022. Then in June I will embark on a
rafting trip down the Grand Canyon. I still keep in
touch with many LU friends and look forward to
keeping these valued connections strong.
David L. Danner • In retirement, my wife and I
returned to Toronto where we had lived for 13 years
in the 1970s and ’80s, joining our two sons who
had chosen to attend Canadian universities and
then decided to stay in Canada. I began a Ph.D. in
immigration studies at the University of Toronto
in 2018, and hope to complete the requirements
by the end of the summer. Strong COVID-19
restrictions have not allowed for the travel or the
enjoyment of an urban lifestyle we looked forward
to in retirement after living many years in smaller
communities. We’re keeping our fingers crossed
that conditions are improving and the next years
will be good ones for all of us.
Bonnie Wisth DeVore • Enjoying life in central
Montana. Wayne and I have fortunately been
healthy and can almost keep up with our 4-yearold grandson. I am in an old lady exercise group
and two book clubs. Learning to play pinochle.
Retirement is great.

Kurt R. Dietrich P’10 ’06, Maria Kaiser Dietrich ’78
P’10 ’06 • I retired from 39 years teaching in the
music department at Ripon College at the end of
the 2018–19 academic year. Because of that timing,
we were able to have meaningful final concerts
with the school ensembles, which would have
been impossible a year later. I have been able to
do some exciting international travel with my wife,
Maria Kaiser; I am able to practice my trombone
every day (impossible during my teaching career);
play some gigs (including with the big band of my
son, Paul Dietrich ’10, and am about to turn in the
manuscript of my biography of the great singer
Al Jarreau (Ripon College ’62) to the publisher.
Retirement has been amazingly fulfilling.
Jeanne A. Fischer • My husband, Mike, and I are
both lawyers, now retired. I worked as in-house
counsel for AT&T for 30 years and found it to be a
very fulfilling career. We have three grown children
and are now thoroughly enjoying our three
grandchildren, ages 3, 1, and 6 months. We are
fortunate that the grandkids live near us in
St. Louis. Mike and I love to travel, and we’ve
enjoyed trips to many beautiful and interesting
places. Of course that activity came to a screeching
halt, but we really hope to resume traveling soon
and make up for lost time! I’m also looking
forward to attending our 50th LU reunion!
Deborah Burns Fox, Jeffrey A. Fox ’72 • The years
continue to be kind to me, Jeff and our family.
While the pandemic has raged, I have retired,
relocated and relished our LU friends. I concluded
a 50-year career in education and ministry serving
on our conference staff which allowed me to
expand my work to over 800 churches. Jeff and
I relocated from the foothills of North Georgia
to the South Carolina marsh where we are
enjoying the Low Country lifestyle. We have seven
grandchildren and are grateful we can see them as
frequently as school vacations and holidays allow.
Zoom has been a lifeline for family and treasured
LU friends with whom we share a bi-monthly call.
Reunion is coming and I can’t wait. Make plans to
be there.
Karen Kirhofer Hansen • I’ve been retired for
four years now, Bob for six! I still volunteer as an
elementary school reading tutor and surprisingly
have joined a non-traditional Rotary club. So
far I’ve been to Peru, Guatemala, and Kenya on
service trips, with Rwanda and Vietnam coming
up this year. It’s a good way to travel and see
what a country is really about, and it’s great to
return to the medical field by being the doc for the
travel teams. Bob and I spend time at Bear Lake
in northern UT in the summer and try to get to
southern UT in the winter. Our children join us
when they can. No big news, but all is well!
Donald J. Henrich P’05, Beth Johnson Henrich ’75
P’05 • Beth and I are well and enjoying retirement
near our children and grandboys in the Boston
area. We moved in 2015 from Minnesota to be
near our children (Sarah ’05 and Joseph) who
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both live in the Boston area. Beth retired from
directing a nursery school, and I worked remotely
part time until the end of 2016. Most of my career
in healthcare IT was with the same healthcare
institution, but it kept merging and changing
names. In 1997 I became a consultant for the Y2K
time and continued consulting until after 9/11
when traveling just wasn’t much fun. Sound like
today? Now we spend time enjoying our family
and volunteering at church and with church related
activities.
Laura Mueller Just • After living in North Carolina
since 2009, I recently relocated to southern
Wisconsin following the death of my husband in
2020. I’m finding small-town living suits me at this
age. I have a condo-style independent living unit in
a retirement community in Stoughton, with both
my sister and college roommate, Nancy Freeman
Wallace ’73, now living within a half mile of me
in the same neighborhood. Two highlights of
2021 were a September gathering at Björklunden
with friends from our Eningen, Germany sojourn
Summer-Fall, 1970, and a reunion of LU ’73 friends
who met in Colman Hall freshman year. Hoping
for a good turnout in Appleton for our 50th in
2023!
Linda M. Laarman • I’m happily living my
early septuagenarian years in Shorewood, WI,
immediately north of Milwaukee. “Happily”
includes staying well. Recent activities include
deep involvement with a local League of Women
Voters committee working on police accountability
and the resumption of French lessons (but
remaining in simple sentences in the present
tense!). Travel has been minimal, but I did spend
time in Connecticut with Roy Brayton ’72 and his
husband, Mickey Sullivan, last May. Also, our
1970 Summer-Fall Eningen group pulled off a
small but delightful 51st reunion at Björklunden in
September. In Milwaukee, I enjoy the company of
Marina Spheeris Krejci ’72 and Nancy Hoppe ’73.
Kristen Olson Lahner, Ronald B. Lahner ’73 •
Moving to Denver just before the onset of
COVID-19 presented a few challenges, but we’ve
been able to ride those out while sinking roots into
our new soil. Why Denver? A major metro with
good airport connections and urban offerings was
icing on the cake. Being close to son John and his
family was/is the cake! We’ve relished friendships
with area Lawrentians, while becoming involved
on many fronts. Together, we’re working to
resettle Afghan refugee families, serving as cultural
mentors. Ron is president of our large HOA and
still consulting with legal clients. Kristen is serving
on the LUAA Board, while working to revive the
area Alumni Club. So much to share—let’s do so
at REUNION!
Ginger Bevis Littleton • I am in my 41st year of
living in Colorado Springs. I am retired from
my elementary music teacher jobs, married to
a wonderful man who has two kids and two
grandsons. I have two daughters, both married,
one grandson and a second one on the way. They
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live nearby so I can enjoy the whole grandma
experience! I train my two rescue dogs in agility
and now nosework. I am a trained court appointed
special advocate who works in the best interest
of a child in a dependency and neglect case. It’s
a fascinating look into a world of social workers,
lawyers and innocent children whose stories are
being changed for the better. I’m getting two new
knees on Feb. 14, so I can polka til the cows come
home!
Larry E. Nesper • 2021 saw the publication of
Our Relations ... the Mixed Bloods: Indigenous
Transformation and Dispossession in the Western
Great Lakes (SUNY Press), likely my swan song, as
I am a very recently retired professor—soon to be
emeritus—of anthropology and American Indian
studies at the University of Wisconsin–Madison.
Peter Olson ’71 (Anthro major) and I have lunch
or breakfast once a month or so, frequently
reminding each other of college life half a century
ago when we are not speculating on the causes of
and remedies for pervasive political precarity. A
great pleasure to cover such a wide spectrum with
a dear friend made at Lawrence so long ago.
Cynthia Percak • I have relocated from the
Midwest to South Jersey, where I am active at Zion
Lutheran Church and enjoy the Philly jazz scene.
I’ve connected with the local liberal/progressive
community through Action Together New Jersey
and have taken up hiking with the Outdoor Club
of South Jersey and Hiker Babes (!). I travel to
Boston frequently and attended a service at Grace
Episcopal Church in Newton last October, where I
was delighted to hear classmate Diane Droste ’73
sing in the choir.
Phyllis Peter-Mallard • Like most folks, the last
couple of years in our lives have been pretty
quiet. My “second career” as an independent
floral designer pretty much came to a halt during
the pandemic. But, I became very creative at
“sourcing” free flowers from neighbors’ gardens
for the church altar! Steve is about 75% retired
and plans to be fully so by the end of this calendar
year. We spend 60% of our year in Arlington and
the remainder in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla., and are
very much looking forward to the resumption of
travel in the year ahead and to seeing everyone in
Appleton in June 2023!
James Pinta, Kyle Handtmann Pinta ’73 • We’re
doing well here in sunny California where we live in
a golf community with our dear friends Stan Smith
’73 and Jean McWethy Smith ’73 for at least five
months every year. Our three daughters, son-inlaw and four grandkids all live within two hours of
us in Calif. Our grandkids are a constant source of
humor and hugs.
The rest of the year we live in Pittsburgh where
we volunteer at church and in the community. We
are blessed to have friends in both places who
enrich our lives and play golf with Jim!
We are looking forward to seeing everyone at
our reunion.

Get-away weekend in Southern Ohio. Photo (L–R)
Danica Sarkovic Houle ’75, Steve Mullen, and
Nancy Maxwell Mullen ’75. “Great day; great time.”

Mini-reunion (McFarland, Wisconsin, October, 2021)
of LU ’73 friends who met freshman year. Top:
Margie Allen Carroll ’73, Laura Mueller Just ’73,
Katy Moder Grogan ’73. Front: Nancy Freeman Wallace ’73,
Marcia Beale Will-Clifton ’73, Nancy Hoppe ’73.

Kyle Handtmann Pinta ’73 and Jim Pinta ’73, with
Jean McWethy Smith ’73 and Stan Smith ’73.

David S. Rogers • Dave published his first
and hopefully last book—The Envelope: War
Correspondence of Steve Rogers. These letters start
with letters from 1935 describing a mixture of
apathy and volatility in Europe and then follow his
father from California to Casablanca to Austria. It
is a story from behind the lines as one man tries
to repair families broken by war and finishes with
an understanding of America’s role in the family of
nations. So it speaks to the debate our country is
going through now.
The most surprising outcome of publishing
was the many stories of other fathers in WWII,
some ending in divinity school and others in a
straitjacket.
I encourage you all to write legacy stories.

Jean McWethy Smith, Stan Smith ’73 • We are
enjoying retirement life! Stan and I spend the
winters in Palm Springs, Calif., with the Pintas (’73)
at the Desert Princess. We reside in Kansas City
for the rest of the year. Stan still does some online
teaching for a local university. We both continue
to be avid golfers and stay active in community
activities. We have nine grandchildren and stay
busy with their activities and sporting events. Life
is good and very busy!

time to time with daily visits in between thanks to
FaceTime. We are planning a visit to the Midwest
in 2023 centered around the 50th Reunion.

Nancy Johnson Russell P’01, Stephen C. Russell P’01
2021 was a year of significant losses in our family
with the death of my sister, my brother and my
mother. Many weekends we drove from our
home in northern Wisconsin to my hometown of
La Crosse to care for my sister, move Mom into
memory care and then later deal with selling both
of their homes. We were finally able to have their
memorial services in our home church in August
and September. We also led the memorial service
for my brother in Colorado Springs in September.
It was then a great joy to welcome a fifth
grandchild into the family in early November. My
husband and I travelled to Portland, Oregon, to
help out the first couple of weeks.
Circle of life.
Peter D. Russell • Hope this finds you well, I retired
from my career as an architect in 2017. I have since
tried to reduce my to-do list around the house and
engage in my woodworking hobby, I have made
dozens of wood bowls—good projects that can
be completed in an afternoon, I read a couple
of books every week, I try to expand my cooking
repertoire, I try to read the 10 magazines that
arrive in my mailbox.
I usually Zoom with Peter and Connie Roop
’73, John Peterson and Marti Hemwall ’73, Jake
and Laura Johnson Burrow ’73, and Pat Clarke ’73
every other week. Most of the group showed up
in Appleton last June for a surprise birthday party.
Got my passport renewed but travel is not what
any of us had planned.

Myra Soifer • Like everyone, I’m waiting out the
pandemic. I keep my “rabbinic hand” in with a
weekly Hebrew class in Reno and a monthly text
class to former congregants in Florida. I’m also
co-chairing an adult education series on diversity
and inclusion issues within the Jewish community.
The biggest, baddest news is that in mid-February
I tripped and fell on an old, uneven sidewalk and
broke my kneecap. After surgery and six weeks
immobilized, I’m healing, though much slower
than I would like. And then one of our current
rabbis had a fairly serious bicycle accident; so, for
a couple months I’ve been “subbing” for him. I’m
anxious for all of us to heal so that I can get back
to dancing and serious travel!
David S. Spear • I retired after 38 years of teaching
history at Furman University in Greenville, S.C.
Grandchildren are a constant interest these days.
Travel is also an interest, but was largely curtailed
by COVID-19. Lots of reading, a little writing
(personal essays), and some medieval history
research. A bit of language study—Italian and
German—to keep the brain active. After many
years of jogging I have switched to walking. My
wife, Debbie, and I will be celebrating our 48th
anniversary later this year.
Stephen A. Swets, Diana Murray Swets ’75 •
Diana and I have been permanent residents of the
southwest coast of Florida (Sarasota) for the last
five years. The weather, palm trees, year-round
outdoor activities, beaches and a growing circle
of friends who are joining us here from the north
are the main attractions. The cultural scene is very
active between museums (including the Ringling
Circus Museum), art galleries, various outdoor
attractions and a concert hall that sees everyone
from ballet to the Righteous Brothers. We have
a 1-year-old granddaughter whom we see from

Nancy Freeman Wallace • This past year Jim and
I obsessed with downsizing to a small ranch style
condo near the Yahara River in Stoughton, Wis.
A grueling process but we are quite settled with
just a few more things on the to-do list. We are
grateful that dear friend, Laura Mueller Just ’73,
lives on the same campus. It hasn’t been too
hard to adjust to the idea that we are now in a
“continuing care” community and would like to
take advantage of our new community’s offerings
when COVID-19 isn’t dominating our lives. I read,
walk, Zoom. We have tentative travel plans in the
works, including the Fla. panhandle, a cottage “up
north,” Bozeman, and a two-week stay in Door
County. Planning on reunion #50—June 2023! YAY!
Daniel N. Wiessner • I am grateful to Rob
Lindquist ’73 who suggested a backpacking trip to
King’s Canyon in the Sierras back in 2014 after our
40th reunion in 2013. Since then, a loose group of
seven ’73 classmates have carried on this tradition
every year except 2020. This group includes
me and Rob plus Bill Gruetzmacher ’73, Tony
Welhouse ’73, Steve Holmgren ’73, Dave Rogers ’73
and George Wyeth ’73. In 2021 we ventured onto
the Appalachian Trail on Shenandoah National
Park in the spring and also to Acadia National Park
in the fall. We’ve also hiked to Monarch Lake (also
in the Sierras), Pictured Rocks National Park, Big
Bend National Park and Zion National Park. It is
lots of fun and a great way to stay in touch.
Richard N. Zimman • My elusive retirement is
like the sign in the Wisconsin tavern window
that states, “Free Beer … tomorrow!” After
retiring from my position as the Ripon school
superintendent nine years ago, we moved to
West Bend. Since then I’ve been busy teaching
school administration in doctoral programs and
serving as a policy consultant for dozens of school
districts, helping them navigate legal compliance
during our contentious times. Meanwhile, Valerie
retired from teaching, only to become an adjunct
instructor for teacher preparation at UW–O
before COVID-19’s online classes finally brought
the allure of retirement into clear focus. Me? I’m
hoping to finally wrap things up this year. See you
at Reunion.

Joseph R. Baierl • Hello fellow Lawrentians. I have
no marital status or job changes to report, but I
have tried a new KN-95 mask this week! Denise
and I are enjoying more reading, cooking, Spotify,
and Zooming with important people, including
many of you. We still live in downtown St. Paul,
Minnesota, and walk many miles along Mississippi
river trails, where a recent “slip” taught me the
importance of wearing spikes over my boots. We
look forward to a better world, where vaccines
and voting access are universally encouraged and
enforced, and we can all move more safely across
borders of all kinds.
Eric Buchter • Celebrating, this spring, the 50th
anniversary of becoming general manager of
WLFM, an event that launched me into a career in
public radio in the 15 years following graduation
from Lawrence. Nowadays, I’m a software
engineer, which is what we used to call a computer
programmer. That career also got a boost from
Lawrence, where I was a student assistant at
the LU Computer Center in the basement of
Youngchild Hall. Last fall, I celebrated 20 years
with JP Morgan Chase, much longer than
I have stayed with any other employer in my life.
I am happy to be healthy and still able to work.
Thomas W. Cutter • Recently retired from a 30-year
stint as an anesthesiologist at the University of
Chicago. Wonderful life, great wife, super kids and
delightful grandkids. Even had Richard Cook ’75 as
a colleague for a few years!
Pamela Brown Day • I have joined Printmakers
Inc., a workshop and gallery at the Torpedo Factory
in Alexandria, Va., and recently had my first solo
show of etchings and monoprints. I continue to
teach etching, though that has been challenging
during the pandemic. Last year (2021) I co-curated
a show at Del Ray Artisans, which benefitted a
local homeless shelter. I will retire from my job
with the Aerospace Medical Association at the end
of the year after 43 years. My current plan is to
continue living in Alexandria with my partner, Eric,
and our two cats, and to travel and have more time
for art and cats.
Scot M. Faulkner • I continue leading a global
network of research scientists and healthcare
professionals promoting the use of red and near
infrared light therapy (Photobiomodulation—
PBM) for managing pain, reducing opioid use,
preventing cancer treatment side effects, and
addressing neurological conditions, including
traumatic brain injuries. It fully embodies
Lawrence University’s motto, “Light More Light”!
The governor of West Virginia provided
$500,000 for expanding clinical research. Major
cancer centers, including St. Jude Children’s
Hospital, WV–U Cancer Institute, and the
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, have
made using PBM their standard of care for
preventing cancer therapy’s side effects. I arranged
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for congressional and White House keynote
speakers for the PBM2021 Global Conference,
and personally testified before CDC, NIH, and
Medicare advisory panels.
For more information visit pbmfoundation.org
Elizabeth Folwell, Thomas C. Warrington ’75 •
Betsy Folwell and her husband, Tom Warrington,
have been restoring a 1946 Silk City diner in Blue
Mountain Lake, NY. Chef Darrell Spencer launched
his restaurant in June and is open this winter
too. Check out Chef Darrell’s Mountain Diner on
Facebook for menus, photos and special events.
Terrence Holt • I’ve retired from clinical practice,
but continue to teach writing workshops both in
the med school and in the undergraduate honors
program here at UNC. I had a story last winter in
Iowa Review, a piece of a larger project that I hope
to finish this year. I’ll be on a research fellowship
at the University of Edinburgh this summer,
COVID-19 permitting; otherwise I’m planning on
fishing the NW Territories with my sons while my
wife stays home (gratefully) and works on her next
book. Happy to hear from anyone at LU!
Danica Sarkovic Houle • I’m fully retired and,
luckily, available to help take care of grandchildren
mornings while COVID-19 restrictions are still
in place. We have five grandchildren whose ages
range 4 years to 9 months old. I love family
gatherings and finally was able to have our four
children and their families together at Christmas.
Super chaotic but so much fun.
Dave and I are again planning trips with the
hope that we actually will be able to travel to
Alaska this summer and to Australia/New Zealand
next January. In the meantime, we hike, golf, and
bicycle when we can. For the first time, we rented
a house in Siesta Key in which we will spend the
month of February. Yay; sun, golf, and walks on
the beach!
Michael D. Johnson • I have the privilege of being a
husband of 45 years, the father of four children and
the grandfather of seven. After serving for 20 years
in Kenya, my wife and I are glad to be reunited with
our family here in the U.S. All of our family is in
good health, and we have all, thus far, recovered
from the COVID-19 which has touched many of
us. My wife, Kay, and I are opening our third clinic
site for providing care for the under served in
Philadelphia. We have helped vaccinate over 7,000
citizens including children. If anyone wants to
know of this work look for us at miriammedical.org.
Nancy Kreher • Since 2000, my husband, John,
and I have been living in Carson City, Nevada.
Now both retired, we enjoy skiing, hiking, biking
and swimming.
Daily study of Spanish helps with my work
teaching ESL to speakers of Spanish. We seem to
be slowly crawling back to a more normal life after
two years of isolation and fear of COVID-19. My
background as an epidemiologist has helped in
sorting out the statistics and data related to the
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disease and its variants. The most notable result
of the pandemic for me has been that people don’t
ask me anymore if epidemiology is a study of our
skin!
This summer we were able to visit family and
friends in Wisconsin. Life is good!
Nancy Butler Kuhn, Richard A. Kuhn ’74 • Richard
and I moved from Wilmington, N.C., to Charlotte,
N.C., in late 2021 to be closer to our children and
grandchildren. The process we thought would
likely take six to nine months took only six weeks
... quite a whirlwind of activity which we hadn’t
anticipated, but it was nice to be settled (sort of)
for the holidays.
Like so many others, our international travels
have been curtailed due to COVID-19 but we
continue to travel within the U.S. and to Mexico.
We are happy and healthy and enjoying our
retirement ... hard to believe it has been 10 years
already!
Lynn M. Libera • Hi, everyone: I’m in the same
lovely house, with the same almost-retired
husband and with one new grandson, two now,
and still happily retired. Still golfing like a nut,
gardening and grand parenting. I’m now the
President of the River Forest Park Board, a perfect
spot for me given my love of sports and the
outdoors. I did attend my 50th high school reunion
in Winona, Minn., last fall and found it to be kind
of a highlight. Just fun to reconnect and see how
little we really change, in my opinion. Stay healthy
everyone.
Steven V. Licata, Mary A. Moore ’77 • My wife,
Mary Moore and I celebrated our 43rd anniversary
in our new home on Fidalgo Island, the first of the
San Juan Islands north of Seattle. After working
as an asst. district attorney in Milwaukee for over
30 years, I find life much less stressful sitting on
our deck looking out at the waters of Puget Sound,
the San Juans, Mount Baker to the east and the
Olympic range to the west. Mary continues her
Wisconsin law practice virtually but will retire next
year. We are thrilled to often be able to look up and
see our eldest son, an Annapolis grad and Navy
pilot, flying his F-18 jet overhead as he returns to
nearby Whidbey Island, his base, when not out on
an aircraft carrier.
Thomas L. Neff • I am alive and well and living in
downtown sunny Murfreesboro, about 35 miles SE
of Nashville. I have been teaching film and video
at Middle Tennessee State University, for (ouch!)
10 years. I have just received tenure: nice, but I’d
be more excited if I were 45 and not getting Social
Security!
I am still working on documentaries. I recently
finished with my partner, Shelley Hay, “Mr. Temple
and the Tigerbelles,” on the incredible group of
40 African American female athletes who broke
the color barrier of the Olympics during the Jim
Crow era. It has won many awards. Funds go to
the women, so please go to www.tigerbellesmovie.
com and order one!

Jim Weeks, Anne Macleod Weeks ’77 and puppy Chase.

Elizabeth A. Orelup • I am delighted to report that
40 years after first joining law firm Quarles & Brady
in Milwaukee after my second year of law school
(Iowa ’80), I retired as an equity partner this fall.
So far, retirement has been a wonderful time to
be active, engaged and intentionally un-busy.
My husband, Larry Sonntag, and I are looking
forward to enjoying a bit of time in warmer weather
this winter in Thomasville, Ga., with our Labrador
retrievers.
Melville B. Smith • After Eningen (sophomore
year, January–June 1973), I transferred to the
University of Michigan and majored in economics
and history. I met and married Sandy during my
graduate school years at Northwestern (M.B.A.).
We raised two sons in the Chicago area and then
moved in 2012 to Nashville where both boys
had put down roots after attending college here.
I spent my career in the information systems
business and retired in 2018.
In the last 20 years or so I’ve enjoyed
reconnecting by email, phone, Facebook, or in
person with Jim Merrell ’75, Rick Fessler ’74 and
Carol Anderson Fessler ’76, Patricia Knetzger
Fullam ’75, Pam Cooper ’75, Jane Rittenhouse
Florine ’75, Joe Baierl ’75, Rob Ketterer ’74, and Joe
Ziman ’75.
George E. Stalle • Resumed clarinet studies with
Laura Ardan, principal clarinetist of the Atlanta
Symphony, then successfully auditioned for the
clarinet section of the Atlanta Wind Symphony.
My new ensemble was honored to perform at the
Midwest International Band and Orchestra Clinic
in Chicago last December. Still keeping up my
work as a realtor for Keller Williams North Atlanta,
enjoying Kay’s and my four grandchildren, and
serving as a new vestry member of St. Aidan’s
Episcopal Church.
Laurie L. Stearns • Now that I’m retired and
have lots and lots of free time, I often find
our experiences at Lawrence popping into my
thoughts. I remember those years with enormous
gratitude. To have had the chance to meet and
get to know my wonderful classmates, to explore
a vast variety of learning experiences, and to
be guided by the thoughtful and caring faculty
was an amazing opportunity to learn what life
and scholarship are about. I’m looking forward
enormously to our next reunion!

Elisabeth Van Ingen Steward • I live in White
Plains, N.Y., with my husband, John Steward.
We’ve been married for 37 years, have two children
and two grandchildren. I moved to NYC in 1981 to
pursue my singing career, which turned out to be
a good move both for singing and because I met
John, also from the Chicago area. Once I retired
from singing, I entered the world of fundraising
and became a fundraising consultant, which I still
am, although I’m winding things down. Looking
forward to traveling once omicron allows. I came
back to Appleton last summer to speak at the
celebration of life for my Lawrence voice teacher,
John Koopman, and had a thoroughly wonderful
time reconnecting with so many and remembering
so much.
John Sundlof • I closed my photo studio in 2018
but not before publishing a book of people and
their laundry lines from the USA and parts of
Europe and Asia entitled OnTheLine/OutToDry.
It can be seen on my LinkedIn page and also at
sundlof.com/ontheline---outtodry.html.
We are in the same place in Wilmette, Ill.,
where we have lived since 1983 and hope to remain
until the bitter end. Pre COVID-19 I was taking
improv classes at iO and Second City and intend to
resume when classes restart. I’ve been encouraged
by my fam to audition for nonequity productions
in the area—an obvious attempt to get me out of
the house.
I tremble at the idea of auditioning again as my
voice ain’t what it used to be.
Charles E. Woodward, Janice Woodward ’75 •
Janice (Pfaller) and Chuck Woodward remain
healthy and as active as can be expected in these
crazy times. Recent highlights include an allfamily vacation to Hawaii over the Thanksgiving
holiday. The “Big Island Blowout” included both
children and their spouses, plus four grandkids
ranging in age from 1 to 8 years old. Sun, sand
and surf galore overlooking the Mauna Kea Resort,
including a surprise visit from Rich and Ann
Huntting Wolter ’74 for Thanksgiving dinner.
Janice has found new volunteer opportunities
at the Denver Botanic Gardens, where she is
learning the intricacies of the Library of Congress
catalogue system and the workings of a research
library from the inside out, and at Book Give, a
nonprofit agency that collects and redistributes
books to a wide variety of local organizations
throughout the Denver area. Chuck’s mediation
practice keeps him as busy as he wants to be—and
occasionally even busier!
Last summer’s virtual cluster reunion was a
great way to reconnect with friends from the Class
of ’75, including Joe Baierl ’75, Doug Gold ’75,
Chris Murray ’75, Patricia Knetzger Fullam ’75, and
Mary Jo Hibbert Powell ’75—though we all mourn
her passing last November. And we truly enjoy
opportunities to catch up with other Lawrentians
in our area, especially Ron Lahner ’73 and Kristen
Olson Lahner ’73, and Ann Huntting Wolter ’74
and her husband Rich (an Appleton native). We
hope to make a swing through Appleton this
coming summer to see all that has transpired on
the Lawrence campus since last we visited some
decades ago.

Jeff Hawley ’79 and wife, Rose Lee, celebrating
New Year’s 2022.

Mary Luehrsen Young • My life has taken a few
intense turns through the time of COVID-19. My
husband, Peter A. Young, of 34 years, passed away
in July after several years of decline. We celebrated
his remarkable life as a journalist, writer and poet
with a music-filled celebration of life on Aug. 7,
attended by family and friends and dozens more
online. And because life is filled with wonder, I will
be married this coming May to Gurney Williams
III—a writer, volunteer and acapella singer. I will
reside in Rye, N.Y., and continue as policy and
advocacy director for the international music
products association—NAMM and the NAMM
Foundation—working to assure music making and
learning opportunities for all.

1977
Heidi Baumann-Schuppel • I’ve taught band for the
Slinger and West Bend School Districts for 33 years
and retired in 2016. I enjoy being with my 5-yearold granddaughter every Thursday—what a joy!
I’ve volunteered at Silverbrook Intermediate School
in their classroom libraries, but decided to take a
break during these challenging COVID-19 times. I
still continue to volunteer for Feeding America—
hunger never takes a break, unfortunately. I belong
to a book club of retired teachers; we always have
interesting discussions. Plus, I get to make music
whenever and wherever I want! We’ve been healthy
and happily married for 43 years. And I’m lucky
to be Facebook friends with many of my fellow
“Connies.” I still cherish and reread all my old
letters from “Prof.” Life is good!
Kristin Loghry Beatty • I retired in 2019 after
40 years of teaching middle school band. Yes,
they were sometimes “Louder Than Lovely.” My
husband, Cary, is also a retired teacher. We had
hoped to do more traveling, but that is on hold
for a bit longer as we navigate the pandemic. I
volunteer at an equine therapy stable helping with
the horses and working with the riders. I’m also an
amateur beekeeper.
Daniel J. Dauner • I retired in August after a career
in academia and most recently, after serving for
21 years as Director of Worship and Music at a
Lutheran church in Evanston, Illinois. My wife,
Carrie, and I moved to Northfield, Minnesota,
to be close to some of her family members
there. We’ve been enjoying taking advantage of
opportunities in the town’s two colleges (St. Olaf
and Carleton) and in the nearby Twin Cities.

R. William Edminster • After 29 years working at
McHenry Public Library in Illinois, I retired at the
end of 2020. Working from home and COVID-19
restrictions made the decision easy. The library’s
local history/genealogy room was named after
me. Since retiring, I’ve taken online classes and
especially enjoyed two on Shakespeare. I hope to
vacation in London this spring after cancelling
in 2020 and 2021. I promised myself when I was
at the London Center that I would return every
three years and with a few gaps, I’ve fulfilled that
promise. I had planned to take a year or two to
downsize before moving back to Wisconsin, but
my need to finish reading everything in my 12
bookcases is getting in the way!
Jody Feldman • My hubby (Bill Yasnoff) and I
moved to Portland, Oregon, in 2017 to be with
five of our six grandchildren. I have retired and
am facilitating antiracism learning circles based
on “Seeing White” from Scene on Radio. I do this
via Zoom, so I can create a cohort with folks from
anywhere. (Connect with me if you’d like to start
or join one!) Yes, my degree in history from LU is
coming in quite handy; you may even say that I’m
returning to my original passion for that topic. I’ve
also rediscovered knitting, which I gave up after
high school, and am now multiple projects deep
in my supply (AKA stash) of yummy yarn. And
do check out our lovely Airbnb apartment called
“Fireplace Flat” when or if you happen to be in
PDX!
Susan Rosenthal Gordon • After 43 years of living
in the Seattle area, my husband, Alan, and I moved
to Gresham, Oregon, to be closer to family. We
moved in late December and are slowly emerging
from the piles of boxes. Prior to the move, I
had come out of retirement last January to give
COVID-19 vaccines for my previous employer,
Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. We started with
patients, then caregivers, then opened up to the
community, focusing on underserved populations.
It was very gratifying and a lot of fun. I was even
able to give Alan his first two shots and he said
they didn’t hurt at all! I am now back to being fully
retired as I am not licensed to practice in Oregon.
Too bad!
Tom G. Hughes • I had an amazing December and
was able to get back to Lawrence twice. I got to see
Mark Schoenbohm ’77 and John Bodnar ’76. On
that same visit, I met our new football coach and
saw how hard he is working to turn the program
around. One week later my son’s boss gave him
$1000 to go to a Packers game, and he took his
old man! We were able to go to the game and tour
the city of Green Bay thanks to Robin Fondow ’76
and his twin brother, Randy! I am planning a Zoom
call with Susan Osborn ’77 this week and a future
one with Mike Powers ’78!
Andrew S. Mead • Anne and I continue to enjoy
living in and exploring the Pacific Northwest.
Anne serves as a key caregiver for our first
granddaughter, and we both dog-sit for multiple
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hounds. I am ending my association with Rosetta
Stone Language Learning and pursuing consulting
roles. This last summer, David Frater ’77 and
John McGee ’77 visited Portland for a few days to
explore the Willamette and Columbia Rivers, the
Coast, and to avoid drowning while white water
rafting. I also spend time checking that Chandler
and Cip are behaving appropriately. Do miss
Peter Fritzell …
Mary A. Moore, Steven V. Licata ’75 • My husband,
Steve, and I moved from Mequon, Wis. to
Anacortes, Wash., in September of 2020. I am
sliding into retirement as I continue to practice law
in Wisconsin virtually until I wrap up all my current
open cases. We are parenting our pandemic
puppy, Charlie, and are enjoying the Pacific
Northwest from our home on Fidalgo Island, the
first of the San Juan Islands in the Puget Sound.
What a beautiful environment to explore and enjoy!
Our son, James, is a Navy test pilot now
based at Whidbey Island Naval Air Station, flying
electronic attack Super Hornets. Son John resides
in the northwoods of Wisconsin perfecting his
musky fishing skills with occasional tips from
Mike Hittle.
James H. Murphy • We are in the town of
Danville in the San Francisco Bay Area and love
it here. After graduate school at the University
of Michigan, I moved to the Bay Area and have
never left. I now head up human resources for
a biotech company in the oncology space. Our
three daughters are all doing well—one here in the
Bay Area, one in Austin, Texas, and one in Cary,
North Carolina. Our big news is that we became
first-time grandparents in December—to identical
twin boys!
Martha J. Olson • In 2021 we entered the next
life-phase. We sold our 30+ year home in
Connecticut, made Park City, Utah, our primary
residence (we purchased a condo in 2014), and
purchased an apartment in New York City. Net
result—splitting time between Park City and
New York with condo living! No house or yard
to maintain. So far, so good.
Fred D. Palmer • Retired from instrumental
music teaching in 2011. Currently conducting the
Holton-Elkhorn Community Band in Elkhorn,
Wis., conducting the New Berlin Community Band
in New Berlin, Wis., and playing trumpet in the
Greenfield Community Band in Greenfield, Wis.
Married Heidi, a French horn player from the
bands in 2020, and we live in Elkhorn with our
sweet little Min Pin, Cooper.
James M. Rand P’06, Sarah C. Rand P’06 • I’m
enjoying retirement life in Raleigh, North Carolina.
Sarah’s parents live with us, and with young,
outgoing neighbors in nearby houses, there’s
rarely a dull day. I bake lots of sourdough (trying
to perfect the elusive croissant!). I also read, walk,
do some odd jobs, and try to rise to the challenge
of weekly guitar lessons (pop songs once heard
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on our dorm stereos and bluegrass tunes). Sarah
and I will return to the Camino de Santiago in late
summer/early fall to walk again across northern
Spain. It has been a pleasure to reconnect with
college friends in various places in recent months,
even though last year’s class reunion wasn’t in
person. Best to you all!
John D. Thompson P’12, Linda J. Sheffler ’78 P’12
I’ve been retired since June 2016 and enjoy it.
I’m glad that Linda Sheffler and I managed to
get some travelling in before the pandemic
hit. February in Wisconsin is a good time to be
somewhere else but not while the pandemic is
still raging. I volunteer as a bicycle mechanic at
Riverview Gardens here in Appleton, a community
farm and job skill programs on the site of the
old Riverview Golf Course. I also work as an
election inspector for the City of Appleton and
came out of retirement for several months this
year to administer COVID-19 vaccinations for the
Appleton Health Department.
Anne Macleod Weeks • Though we have
experienced much loss in the past year, my
husband and I choose to focus on the good. We
welcomed our first grandchild, Amos Carlyle
Weeks, and rescued an adorable pup, I had a
successful art show, and my husband has a
novel coming to market in 2023. Fortunate to
be navigating the pandemic in one of the safest
parts of the world; we hope to see our son and his
family this year after a two-year border restriction.
I am continually impressed with LU’s progressive
approach to higher education.
James M. Wilkinson • At LU, my two passions were
Spanish and baseball, and I was fortunate to be
able to use both in my career as a Spanish teacher
and high school baseball coach. I retired from
teaching in 2019 (perfect time to get out!) and
continue to coach. I spent 31 years as a teacher
and coach at Marquette High School in Milwaukee,
where I was world languages department chair. I
became the principal at Nativity Jesuit Academy
in Milwaukee, a school for Latino students on the
south side of Milwaukee. I then finished my career
as an educator at Divine Savior Holy Angels High
School in Milwaukee. I was honored to be inducted
in the Wisconsin Baseball Coaches Association
Hall of Fame in 2021.
Andrea Williamson • While the pandemic’s
put a crimp in my social schedule the last few
years, life continues to be good. I’m in my 43rd
year at the global nonprofit, Save the Children
(corporate secretary), and still find fulfillment in
my work. I remain active, running and regularly
participating in races (the half marathon is still
my “sweet spot”), road cycling, and hiking locally
and internationally when I can (last trek was the
Torres del Paine circuit in southern Chile, just
weeks before the pandemic closed everything
down); home-brewing komboucha and vegetable
gardening are my winter and summer “domestic”
skills. Only had U.S. vacations last year (Oregon
coast, Outer Banks), but I’ve booked a Canadian
Rockies cycling trip for July and can’t wait.
Greetings to all, and stay healthy!
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Sylvia Long Batzler • I am living in the virtual
world, year two of Zoom Court, with a few
interludes with masks and plastic screens in an
empty courthouse. This new life of lawyering from
our den in socks, sweatpants, and a suit jacket and
with files in Google Drive is not so bad. I do have
to remember to get out of my seat and go for a
walk/run in the park to keep my brain, bones, and
muscles from turning to jelly. My retired husband
manages the shopping, cooking, cleaning,
building, vehicles, and grounds. Our son is a newly
licensed lawyer for a giant law firm. Our daughter
returned home to earn a master’s degree while
substitute teaching, sometimes virtual upstairs,
sometimes live.
Mike Edmonds • I no longer work for money;
I work for food. When the pandemic forced
Wisconsin to lock down in early 2020, a lot of my
neighbors lost their jobs and were short of food.
My wife, Amelia, and I obtained excess produce
from an organic farmer, distributing it from our
porch. Lately, fighting food insecurity has become
less ad hoc. I now drive a truck for the Second
Harvest Food Bank, delivering to food pantries
around Madison.
David W. Ehrich • My first years of retirement have
been colored by the pandemic, but three important
trends emerged: lots of #VanLife travel in the Wild
West, but without the pretty people in the pictures;
lots of guitar practice which led one way or another
to forming a band—Mia Vista—with our first
gig mid-February (Rock star at 64?); and lots of
teaching people how to ride motorcycles, or in
some cases, helping them decide that motorcycles
are a bad idea. In any and all cases, I am so glad
to have missed this pandemic in the high school
classroom. Lucky timing. Besides learning how to
fold fitted sheets, my finest moment of late was
walking my eldest daughter down the aisle (that’s
a good Wordle opener isn’t it?).
Laura Storms Grathwol P’13 • News from me: I’ve
gotten older; how about you? I live in Deephaven,
Minn., a few blocks from lovely Lake Minnetonka,
my home for the last 3+ decades. I recently found
a job I absolutely love, working (remotely) as a
senior copywriter with Hawkeye Agency’s West
Coast creative team. I truly hope this is the last
job I’ll ever have after enduring many years of the
revolving door that is so typical in the advertising
and marketing field. LU is still dear to my heart
with a long list of grads in the family (my dad ’47;
two sisters ’71 and ’82; son ’13; and niece ’20).
Hoping for a more peaceful, just, sustainable,
truthful world and wishing good health to all in
these topsy-turvy, anxious times.
Jeffrey R. Hawley • I retired. Finally. Tennis, piano,
swimming are all on the agenda. My wife, Rose, is
still working. Our 14-year-old shih tzu occupies a
good part of my time. Going to Hawaii soon for a
family vacation.
Retirement feels really nice especially since I do
not have to shovel snow.

Richard F. Herndon • We moved from a suburban
ranch house on a large lot to a large condominium
in downtown Springfield, Illinois, in late August.
The processes involved in relocating from a
residence of nearly 40 years were daunting, and
I hope I never have to do it again, but I’m glad to
have made the decision. Our building is a national
historic landmark built in the late 1950s in the
international style, with a flamboyant lobby
(think 1950s Miami Beach) and high quality
throughout. We have a spectacular view of
downtown Springfield (such as it is) and very
little maintenance.
Kris L. Hoffman • I continue to enjoy retirement,
even after having my wings clipped by COVID-19.
In the meantime, I am a frequent flier at my local
library. I saw the Northern Lights in frigid Alaska
last year, and am currently headed into my 10th
year doing volunteer income tax assistance (VITA)
with United Way and the IRS.
Grace E. Jones • My big news is that I left the
Washington, D.C. area where I lived for most of
my life and moved to that other part of my life:
the Mobile Bay area. Both of my parents were
from Alabama, so I am pretty familiar with the
area. Now I am surrounded by family, salt water
and delicious food. Daphne, Alabama, is where I
landed, just across the bay from Mobile. It’s great
seeing one of my sisters at least once a week.
Looking forward to a visit from Shelly Mahn
Swodzinski ’79 who is coming for a respite from
the Milwaukee winter, just in time for the first
Mardi Gras parades in Mobile.
Anyone want to come for some gumbo?
Elizabeth Dodge Kaprelian • We are hanging in
there and slowly getting back to whatever the
“new normal” is going to be. I’m planning to
retire (again) at the end of August from my part
time job at our church. Our kids are pretty sure
that I totally fail at retirement, but this should be
the last time! I love working with the youth, and
keeping them engaged in church life throughout
COVID-19 has been a challenge, but it’s also
been a great opportunity for creativity and new
ideas. I’m looking forward to time with our kids,
“Grandma time” with our little ones, and whatever
opportunities happen our way. Take care everyone!
Kathryn A. Krohn-Gill • Enjoying retirement
along with husband Greg after 38 years in family
medicine. The new duties include saying “yes”
when family asks. Our two children are ER doctors
and appreciate all the help we can provide. So we
play with their children and encourage them to
hang in there for a few more decades. I helped
my mom move out of the home I grew up in and
promised my kids that I will get through the boxes
of memories squirreled away in my own home
soon. A bin of Lawrence Today issues has been
thinned out, bringing back great memories. Plans
include traveling with sister Sara Krohn Rezin ’82
and our spouses as we celebrate our 40th wedding
anniversaries this year.

Regina Swingen Lee • Just trying to stay warm.
Winter weather has hit Tennessee almost worse
than Wisconsin so far this season. My big project
is designing and choosing items for a new house
I’m having built. I bet it’s the first and last time
I do this! Hopefully breaking ground in May, in
Wisconsin, on a lake. Maybe I’ll take a class or two
at Björklunden this year.
Robert B. Loomis • In 2021 Debbie and I went on a
“trip of a lifetime”. We provided support for our
son-in-law, ultra runner Timothy Olson, as he
attempted and broke the world record for the
Pacific Crest Trail. The trail starts at the California/
Mexico border, travels through California, Oregon,
and Washington, and ends at the Washington/
Canada border. 2,652 miles! Timothy averaged
about 51 miles per day (about two marathons a
day) for 52 straight days. We experienced desert
(107 degrees Fahrenheit), mountains, fires, and
day-to-day logistical challenges. I slept on the
ground, did not shower for weeks, and hiked in
supplies (water, food, etc.). It was “fun”! And, I
grew a pony-tail!
Roelif M. Loveland • Who needs some great
American-made nails! Maze Nails in Peru, IL.
(www.mazenails.com) is just one year younger
than Lawrence University—having been founded
in 1848. This is a multi-generational family
company—now being managed in part by
me—with Jim Loveland ’81 as our excellent plant
manager. I am still loving work—with no plans to
slow down. My wife, Anne, and I have four shelter
dogs that keep us from taking any vacations
anyway! Happy 2022 to all my classmates—and
feel free to stop by to say hello if you’re ever in
northern Illinois!
Mary Thome Marshall P’09, Douglas D. Marshall
’78 P’09 • Doug and Mary are enjoying the
freedom retirement brings: traveling to see their
children and grandchildren in NYC and Alexandria,
Va., and many trips to the Adirondacks where they
rebuilt a family home that burned to the ground
just over two years ago. They keep busy protecting
our democracy, volunteering in the Sun Prairie
Schools, a local conservancy, and our church. They
enjoy hiking, yoga, biking, and three book clubs.
Zoom has kept us connected with family and
friends.
Kim G. Narotzky O’Donnell • Hello, all! Hope
those that I saw—and didn’t see—at our 40th
reunion have been well since then.
It’s getting to be “about that time” for many of us
to retire, and Jim and I are soon joining that pack.
We just sold our home and moved into a
condo in Houston, just a mile from Jim’s office.
No more commute! This spring we will embark on
our next adventure—building our retirement home
in a little Texas town called Round Top, ’tween
Houston and Austin. Cows are already there and
waiting for us. LOL! To add extra flavor to the
spice of life, we can then enjoy long returns to our
beloved New Orleans (our second base) for all the
fun occasions that we love. 		
Life is good!

William H. Pearce • Spent a few days at a golf
resort in West Virginia this fall with Josh Farber
’79—I played, he walked. Saw David Bomier
’79 in late January in Palm Springs—both of us
commiserated about our respective Buffalo Bills,
Packers losses ... but the following weekend
spoke with John Warrington ’79 to congratulate
him on the Bengals amazing win over the Chiefs.
My daughters are recent COVID-19 graduates—
Zoe Denison ’20, Vivien Hobart ’21, William
Smith ... both stuck it out and have great jobs in
Washington, D.C. and NYC respectfully. Trying to
get in more travel for 2022 ... maybe a fall trip to
Appleton ... any LU buddies in Buffalo certainly
have a place to stay while taking in Niagara Falls.
Thomas A. Walker • Continue to enjoy life in Fort
Collins, Colorado, with my wife of 36 years and
our 2-year-old golden retriever. When not walking
the dog, I spend my time training for triathlons of
all distances, proudly bringing up the rear in the
65–69 age group.
Merrick E. Wells • Retired from a 25-year career
in the United States Navy, including 10 years of
active duty aboard four ships and three tours of
duty to the Persian Gulf supporting Desert Storm
and Desert Shield. I married a Northwestern grad
and history major, Barbara Jacobus Wells. We
raised two boys: Merrick and Noah. Merrick II lives
and works in Chicago, and Noah is with us, as
he has special needs. I retired from a successful
career in technology sales in 2021. We have a
winter home in a golf community in Okatie, S.C.,
called Callawassie. I volunteer with reading to
preschoolers in Beaufort, distributing food for
Second Helpings, and also work with high school
seniors seeking admission to the USNA.
Dona Vander Schaaf Wininsky • After 27 years
of doing advocacy and communications work
for the American Lung Association in Wis., I am
happily retired and enjoying spending time doing
volunteer work, biking, hiking, traveling and all of
the other things an active senior citizen engages
in. I highly recommend it to anyone sitting on
the fence! I had a “play” job this past summer/
fall working very part time for a landscaper. This
allowed me to play in the dirt and engaged my
passion for gardening, as well as giving me some
(as my husband puts it) “walking around” money.
I hope to find something similar this summer.
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Dawn Baumann Brunke • Dawn continues to live
and write in Alaska. She is the author of nine
books on connecting at deeper levels with animals,
nature, self and spirit. Her most recent book,
Shadow Animals, will be published in October 2022
by Inner Traditions International. For more, visit
her site at www.animalvoices.net.
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Gail Martin Coleman P’08 • Owner: Estetika Skin &
Laser Specialists since 2006.
Married in 1983 to Steven Coleman. Steve
Coleman passed away May 2, 1995.
Children: Dr Stephanie Coleman ’08, daughter,
lives in Waterford, Mich.
Stephanie is a Lawrence graduate and a
practicing internal medicine physician.
David Coleman, son, lives in St. Petersburg,
Fla. He is a self-employed entrepreneur.
In 2005, I remarried Steven Clavette and
welcomed four stepsons into our family.
Six years ago, I semi-retired to Sarasota,
Florida, and am building a new Estetika office in
Sarasota due to open in March 2022.
We enjoy boating, golfing, pickle ball, and all
that Sarasota has to offer! Love our salt life!
Greg R. Grunert • I hoped 2021 would be a better
year after the disaster year of 2020. I was wrong.
First, a new variant of COVID-19 and then a
second variant. Second, my son had his appendix
removed, giving us a little bit of a scare. Then,
after my yearly physical, I’m told I have prostate
cancer. I had surgery in September and have been
told I am cancer free. Just thought I would give all
the men out there the advice to get checked. Early
detection can save your life.
David A. Heller • I am in the middle of my
36th year at Trinity University as professor and
university Organist, and my fourth term as Chair of
the Music Department. The pandemic put a huge
dent in my performing career, with only a handful
of recitals and concerts since 2019. This has
given me time to do more writing and research,
particularly on the history of the pipe organ in San
Antonio. Concerts and recitals are starting to pick
up again with a few performances scheduled for
this year. The big news is that in June of 2020, I
had a kidney transplant from an anonymous live
donor at University Hospital here in San Antonio.
I am doing well, I feel great, and I look forward to
the future!
Fred P. Hoffman • After spending 30 years as a
human intelligence officer, I retired from both
the government and the Army Reserves in 2012.
I worked in competitive intelligence, got my
doctorate, and taught at the Johns Hopkins
University for three years. Since August 2019, I
have been working as an assistant professor of
intelligence studies at Mercyhurst University in
Erie, Pa. I live here with our daughter Oksana, our
two dogs, and a kitten. My wife, mom, son Philip
and daughter Colleen all still live in Columbia, Md.
In addition to being a college professor, I’m also
a student once again; after living with a Russian
wife for 20 years, I began taking classes to properly
learn the language.
James L. Matchefts • Putting the wraps on a fairly
uneventful 37-year legal career, I’m planning to
retire in May. Samantha and I enjoy spending
time with our adventurous grandsons, ages 2
and 6. Retirement will allow us to spend more
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Paul McComas with Ed Asner, Christina Ricci, and Jeri Ryan. See his class note on p. 63.

time at Table Rock Lake, where we like to fish and
kayak. Look forward to seeing everyone at the next
reunion.
Julie Sanvidge McClellan • As we wrap up the
second year of this pandemic, I’m still working
as the Director of the Lebanon Public Library in
southwest Ohio. Keeping my staff and the public
safe while continuing to provide excellent service
has been a challenge. My husband, Kevin, and
I have 12 amazing grandchildren ranging from
newborn to age 16.
I am often found trying to pronounce the
names of dinosaurs, baking cookies with
preschoolers, and making elaborate theme cakes
for their birthdays.
Cynthia Boeye McGinnis • My husband retired last
year and we have been enjoying lots of time at the
lake and several trips. On a trip to Door County
this past summer, we caught up with Teresa Miller
Spevacek ’81. We also enjoyed spending time with
Coralee Ferk Ott ’81, Sue McGrath Mielenhausen
’81, Emily Hawkes Bland ’81, and Jim Matchefts ’81
this past fall. We are looking forward to our oldest
son and his wife having a baby this summer.
Timothy P. Melchert • So far, my family has
made it through the pandemic in one piece. I’m
still teaching at Marquette University, my wife
continues working in her psychotherapy practice,
and our three kids are doing well. Our oldest just
graduated from UC–Santa Barbara with a Ph.D.
in materials science and is starting a postdoc at
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. The
middle is at Stanford in the Ph.D. program in
computer engineering. And the youngest just
started a master’s program in social work at UW–
Madison. My wife and I bought a camper van a
couple years ago and have been enjoying traveling
and spending more time in nature.
Coralee Ferk Ott • I spent some quality time in
October in the Ozarks with TADC members and
fellow Lawrentians Cindy Boeye McGinnis ’81, Sue
McGrath Mielenhausen ’81 and Emily Hawkes
Bland ’81. Also dropping in was Jim Matchefts ’81.
As we boated and floated, we told stories of our
days at LU, caught up on our lives, and reported
on fellow Lawrentians. I am currently working part
time as a recreation coordinator and am on the
board of a nonprofit called Independent Living
Alliance, a group trying to establish an intentional
community for disabled individuals like my
daughter, who is autistic.

Anthony D. Perlstein • Just welcomed my third
grandchild into the world on December 10. Wolf
Perlstein joined his older brother Harry, age 3.
My first granddaughter, Leni, will turn 1 this
coming St. Patrick’s day. All is well in my world.
Jessica Grover Robinso • I am a founding director
on the Board of Hospitality Common, Inc, a
faith-based nonprofit organization providing
educational and charitable programs and services
to marginalized and underserved communities.
I am also the nutrition director for HCI’s Adult
ESL program, now entering its third term. My
job is to cook and prepare nutritious food for 25
students three nights per week, and I am loving
the challenge!
My father, John Grover, passed away in February
2021 in Calif. Not seeing him for his last three years,
and doing a memorial service that was virtual-only
was difficult, but otherwise we are all well.
Keith G. Smedema • Melinda and I both retired last
year (me for the second time). We were hoping
to do some traveling, but we have gone into wait
mode again because of COVID-19. I just received
the Björklunden catalog and look forward to
attending some seminars this summer. Hope to
see you there.
KK Tse • So happy to see Julie’s note to our
class asking for update and “envy” her having
so many grandchildren as I am still waiting for
mine (haha!!). My three sons are still in their
various development stages, oldest one (Chun
Hin) working on his D.Phil. on economic and
social history in the U.K., second one (Shing Hin)
now as an assistant secretary in the Hong Kong
Government on maritime policy, and youngest one
(Sheung Hin) a high school junior now working
on his college search for U.S. and U.K. schools.
Wife Wendy still very busy at Chinese University
Business School executive programs.
I am stepping down from my board/committee
duties so that I can spend more time for myself
before full retirement!
Nancy Boehm Twomey • Greetings! It has been
a rough year for the Twomey household. In June,
my husband, Mike Twomey, was diagnosed with
bile duct cancer. After going through six months
of chemotherapy, he passed on Dec. 29. I retired
from teaching sixth grade in June, so I was able to
be at home with Mike and to take on the role of
caregiver. He will be missed forever.

Holly Trasti, and Lou Gossett Jr., and
Paul McComas.

David J. Wille P’16, Julea Totzke Wille ’82 P’16 • The
past year or two have had us (Julea “Totzke” and
me) trying to stay safe and spend as much time
with family as possible. While we have “hunkered
down” and are enjoying eating at home and have
actually found great use of our dining room, we do
miss seeing our adult children in person—Zoom
and FaceTime are great, but nothing like the real
thing! We were able to do that over the Christmas
holiday with Christine and Andrew/Brittany
(recently married in September 2021) coming in
from southern Cali and our youngest Michael ’16
(also LU grad!) venturing in from Vancouver, Calif.
Awesome time together!
Besides family, I spend time at AMS Chicago
working with charity fundraising!
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Megan Diane Bailiff • Megan Bailiff is growing
her business, Equus Striping (Changing the
World, One Line at a Time), that she started
with twin brother Dan and partner Marcellus
Shelton in 2017—check out their progress at
www.equusstriping.com. Living in and working on
the streets of Washington, D.C. (including working
on the Black Lives Matter Plaza) has been both
thrilling and at times harrowing as she has kept
her household and her employees safe as they
worked during political unrest and COVID-19. She
is excited about being the mother-of-the-bride in
May 2023 when her oldest daughter gets married
and watching her youngest succeed in Hollywood
in the field of film production.
Jonathan W. Bauer • What an amazing couple
of years on the personal front. I’d be remiss if
I didn’t start by saying Liz and I just got married
in the Keys (late January) with family and a few
friends. It was fantastic and so much fun—I had
never been! We also moved to Denver a year ago,
as Tom Barney ’82 so kindly pointed out here a
few months ago, and we love it. Skiing, hiking,
cycling ... it’s all we hoped for. As is likely the
case for many of us, I’m starting to give some real
thought to the “r” word—retirement—the clock
is ticking and that is pretty exciting. My 30th year
with Deloitte is approaching ... a milestone I never
contemplated when I was a kid living in Plantz Hall.
Ann Weber Engelstad • I am living in Cambridge,
Wisconsin, with my husband of 30 years, Greg,
and with our two grown boys, Erik (27) and Ben
(25), nearby.
I retired in 2017 after 32 years of teaching vocal
music. I now substitute teach at the high school
for several districts (any and all subjects!!). I love

being able to stay connected to kids and there is
never a dull moment, trust me. I keep up with my
music by giving lessons and directing music at
church.
We enjoy our small-town life and being near
Madison and all it has to offer. We still spend lots
of time on the golf course here and up north on
the lake in the summer.
Wishing everyone all the best!!
P.S. Did y’all turn 60? I know I did. What’s up
with that?
David L. Hoffmann • I am a history professor at
Ohio State University, where I have taught for
nearly 30 years. Much of the past two decades I
spent raising my daughter and son—I’ve done that
as a single parent since my wife died of leukemia
eight years ago. I must have taught my kids to
value liberal arts colleges (though, alas, neither of
them chose Lawrence in the end), as my daughter
is a sophomore at Knox and my son will start at
Haverford this fall. I am looking forward to (ok,
“dreading” might be a more accurate term here)
having an empty nest soon. Hopefully, that will
give me time to get back in touch with old friends
from Lawrence.
Charles F. Hunter • A year after concluding my
31-year foreign service career in November 2020,
I relocated to Chicago with my partner to try it out
as a new home base. We’ll make up our minds
during 2022 and will experiment with somewhere
else if the Windy City doesn’t pass muster. We
like it so far. I’m involved with an organization
serving hot lunches to the homeless three days a
week in Lincoln Park and am continuing to tutor a
Washington, D.C. fourth-grader in reading once a
week online. I am enjoying Chicago’s musical and
theater scene, doing a little singing, and walking
a great deal, in addition to part time work as an
editor of some of the State Department’s annual
country reports on human rights.
James R. Kowald, Tracy Ostwald Kowald ’84 •
I have retired after 28 years as a broadcast
engineer. I mostly worked with CBS, but also
spent time with FOX. Can’t say any of it was
boring, having been to most of the NFL stadiums
and three Super Bowls. At the end, I did a stint
working with Pierce Manufacturing, helping to
design and install electronics in their fire trucks.
My wife of 37 years, Tracy Ostwald Kowald, says I
can finally build that model train layout I’ve always
wanted! We live in Appleton, Wis., near other
family, including Jean Jepson ’62. Tracy and I enjoy
antiquing and have a booth at the Neenah Vintage
Mall, and we have even more fun spending time
with our son Paul’s barbershop choir. Ahh, those
old exercises in freshman sight-screaming, er, I
mean sight-singing, have come back to haunt me.
Paul McComas • I have been exec-producing and
co-directing the animated feature-film Unplugged,
adapted from my acclaimed 2002 novel. The
already-recorded all-star voice cast includes Ed
Asner (in his final performance), Christina Ricci,

Louis Gossett Jr., Jeri Ryan, Sheryl Lee, John Doe
(of X the band), and Green Bay-based punk-rock/
riot-grrrl Holly Trasti (my co-director) in the lead.
Our producers include one Oscar and one Golden
Globe-winner. See you at the premiere—circa
2026, ’cause animation takes forever! (Worth it,
though.)
David A. Paul • We’re still sheltering in place in
Calif. while waiting for the vaccine. I’m working
for a FinTech start-up. It’s the first job I’ve gotten
without leaving my home office. I feel lucky that
I was part of the last in-person reunion in 2019,
and I enjoyed seeing everyone there. My folks
still live in Stevens Point so I get back as often
as possible and am looking forward to a delayed
60th anniversary celebration for them. Just got
the coolest counted cross stitch from my mom of
Half Dome at Yosemite, which we hiked in 2015.
Our youngest fledged in December, so we’re
official empty nesters now. Hope to hear from my
classmates. I’ve never done Facebook so please
reach out in other ways.
Patricia L. Quentel • I hope everyone is doing
well and staying healthy during the pandemic. I
continue to enjoy everything that Charleston has
to offer, especially walking on the beach, even in
December and January. Looking forward to seeing
you at our next reunion!
Wendy A. Skola-Waldron • After my graduation
from Lawrence, I taught at Episcopal High School
in Florida as music director and then moved to
Virginia Beach, Va., where I taught music at the
Center of Music. Upon moving back to Wis., I
worked for Hal-Leonard music publishing in sales
and Krause Publications for Goldmine magazine
in advertising. Mercer Schools hired me as music
director. I moved to N.M. and pursued a career
in the hospitality industry at the Inn and Spa at
Loretto in Santa Fe, and now I am back in Wis.
after a 17-year absence. I have been trying to get
assistance for my CatamountainArts/Pet Sanctuary
to aid in cat/animal rescue in the Big Falls area in
Waupaca county. Fellow Lawrentians, please help!
John M. Wiesman • I am now working at UNCChapel Hill as a professor of the practice in the
school of public health directing the doctor of
public health program and teaching leadership,
policy, and advocacy. Having led the nation’s
response to the first case of COVID-19 as the
Washington state secretary of health was an honor
and thoroughly exhausting. I am now living in
Durham, N.C., and will celebrate 35 years with
my now husband. I am looking forward to soon
traveling again and eating inside restaurants on
cold nights rather than outdoors under energywasting heat lamps. Stay safe and take good care.
Denise R. Wills • I enjoy working as a clinical
consultant and am looking forward to spring
to open my beautiful koi pond and hopefully to
travel again.
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Robert Shultis Doehl • My wife and I are in our
24th year of living in Anchorage, Alaska. After
a career with the military and in service to the
federal, state and local governments, most recently
as the COVID-19 response incident commander
and building official for the city, I have transitioned
to serving through philanthropy. I am a senior
fellow with the Rasmuson Foundation focused
on developing a synergy of local and state
governments in partnership with private donors
to make homelessness rare, brief and one time. It
is an awesome job seeing how much good can be
done. In our spare time, we love hiking, camping
and exploring the beauty of the Last Frontier.
Stephen J. Edwards • Hi, all! Been living in Pacific
Palisades, Calif., over 20 years now, love it more
than ever. Just bought a second house near the
beach—featuring art from classmate Joe Fournier
’85. Working constantly—never stopped during
COVID-19—writing music for small and bigger
projects (even had a few pieces of music in 2021
Oscar winner “Nomadland”). Also, my second
feature documentary that I directed, “Syndrome
K,” will be available in the U.S. sometime soon.
My first doc, “Requiem for My Mother”—is easy
to stream if you’re interested on several different
streamers. Daughters Bella (23) and Addie (20)
are doing great—Bella works for Edelman PR,
and Addie is a sophomore at S.M.U. If you’re in
town—look me up!
Tanja Scribner Felton • Life is good here. I continue
to enjoy seeing many of you on FaceBook and
periodic Zoom calls. Technology is surely
wonderful. Tom and I have been enjoying a winter
of simulator golf as we await warmer temperatures
in the spring. Our son, Alec, loves his job and
life in Minneapolis. Nicole is halfway through
the M.B.A. program at Marquette University and
interning at Briggs & Stratton. She will likely move
abroad again once she is finished, so we are
savoring her time here in Milwaukee.
Cynthia Mader Fisher • I live in Fort Myers, Florida,
working as an ESOL specialist with teachers and
administrators. Primarily, I teach best practices
in K-12 education working with English learners
in one of the nation’s largest school districts.
I have presented at state, regional and local TESOL
conventions on literacy and most recently on social
emotional learning for English learners. In July,
I will graduate with an additional master’s degree
in clinical mental health counseling from Florida
Gulf Coast University. While working full time for
the school district, I have been seeing children,
adolescents, and adults through two private
therapy practices, one face-to-face and one
telehealth based in Florida.
Tammie L. Follett • I am very lucky to be working at
my dream job! As the executive director of Literacy
Matters Foundation, I am using my combined
experience in the business world and nonprofit
world with my passion for children and literacy.
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Please check out www.literacymatters.org. For
the last six months, I have been spending my
time between Minnesota and Arizona with family.
My incredibly amazing mother passed away in
December.
Thank goodness for Zoom calls with friends
to keep in touch. Looking forward to a 2022 trip
to Japan and the COVID-19 vaccine. Stay healthy
and safe!
Rebecca Wright Gaw • My husband and I sold our
home in Maryland last July and relocated to our
second home in Lewes, Delaware. My husband
also retired after 47 years with Safeway, and
we are both enjoying our retirement. Our three
daughters are grown and out of the house and
living in Oakland Calif., Seal Beach, Calif. and
Gaithersburg, Md. Our oldest, Maddie, works
for as a philanthropy associate at San Franciscobased Jewish Community Federation, our middle
daughter, Julia, works as an art therapist in Long
Beach and our youngest, Colleen, works as a
bartender while saving money to pursue her dream
of being a filmmaker after earning her B.A. at
Towson University last spring. We love being at the
beach full time!
John F. Ide • Nancy and I are enjoying being empty
nesters. All three of our children are living and
working in Colorado, while we still live in Chicago.
We try to visit them frequently in Denver and Vail,
and if they decide to anchor in Colorado we will
most likely spend a portion of our time each year
in Colorado. I’m WFH and have flexibility to work
anywhere.
Speaking of work, I left JPMorgan after 27
years, and now I am a partner in a boutique private
credit/equity shop headquartered in New York. My
fellow partners and I are excited about building
the business over the next 5–10 years. It was great
to see everyone at our 35th reunion, and I look
forward to our 40th.
Curt W. Laumann • In 2021 I volunteered to
manage the amateur radio station at University
of Ariz. We captured numerous grants to fund
improvements in antennas, radios, wires and
tower infrastructure. About 10 students are
now in the club learning about a wide range of
communication techniques. I’ve also volunteered
at the Biosphere 2 to install a satellite radio
station. I’ll be instructing at Biosphere 2 for a
college student camp in February 2022, with about
10 U.S. and Japanese students. This next year I’ll
likely take on a part time job with the University of
Arizona, coaching students at Navajo Technical
University (Crownepoint, N.M.) to get more
engaged in STEM subjects.
Pamela K. O’Donnell • As I’m sure for many
others, the pandemic has changed the character of
my work at the University of Wisconsin–Madison
Libraries.
I now work remotely part time—attending
meetings and providing library instruction online.
When in the library, I am responsible for creating
displays (https://flic.kr/s/aHsjqjkEwL) and
managing the library’s social media presence,

which is slightly ironic for someone who still
doesn’t own a cell phone. Last May, with a heavy
heart, I crafted the obituary for Betsy McNeely ’85,
who was my roommate at Lawrence from 1981–83.
See: www.gundersonfh.com/obituaries/ElizabethBetsy-Ellen-McNeely?obId=21249989.
Timothy X. Troy • Warm greetings, dear classmates!
I’m well into my 24th year teaching in the theatre
arts department at Lawrence. It continues to be a
daily joy. Teaching during the pandemic has been
quite a challenge, but I’m proud of how Lawrence
never loses sight of core values as we adjust and
adapt. The key has been engaged, cooperative, and
loving students. You’d be proud if you were here.
We’ve added dance, theatre education classes,
and study abroad experiences to our department
over the past few years. So our students will be
prepared to bring Lawrence-style learning and
artistic expression to a wide variety of settings.
Jacque and I continue the blissful marriage
adventure into year 32!!
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Corrine M. Campbell • Corrine “Corrie” Campbell,
is enjoying a return to her roots in the arts,
theatre, music and literary arts as the development
director for The Production Farm of Northeast
Wis., a mental and behavioral health agency
that offers unique programming in the arts.
She devotes her time outside of work to family,
friends, pets, gardens, chasing sunsets and
sunrises and swimming. Corrie is cofounder and
co-creator of the Oneida Nation Walk of Legends,
in the Legends District east of Lambeau Field in
Green Bay, which she continues to promote and
represent. In her spare time, Corrie volunteers
to help those in her community who are housing
or food insecure. After serving many years as an
elected official in Brown County, she now serves
as on the board of the Nicolet Federated Library
System, the Brown County Plan Commission,
and the Plan Commission of the Village of
Ashwaubenon, where she has made her home
for 15 years.
Robert M. Hudson • I’m closing in on my 25th
year as an archivist at Carnegie Hall in New
York City, where I work to ensure discoverability
and access to the Hall’s archival resources and
collections. I spearheaded the publication of
the Hall’s performance history as linked open
data and have served as a delegate to the linked
open data in Libraries, Archives, and Museums
(LODLAM) Summits in Venice, Italy (2017),
and at the Getty Center in Los Angeles (2020).
I recently helped launch our Carnegie Hall Data
Lab (data.carnegiehall.org), where we have fun
experimenting with the hall’s history, and for which
I created a new website when the hall closed for
the pandemic in mid-March 2020. For many years,
I’ve performed with several local orchestras, which
are now finally able to return to the concert stage.
When the pandemic put most of my performing
activities on hold, I bought a guitar (a bit more
apartment-friendly than trombone!), and enjoy
trying to pluck my way through jazz standards.

Jeffrey A. Jolton • Jeffrey has been recognized
as a fellow by the Society of Industrial and
Organizational Psychology for his contributions
to the field as a scientist-practitioner and will be
formally recognized at the annual conference in
April. Also, in April, Jeff will be starting a new job
at Kincentric, to head up the research and insight
team, where he will provide thought leadership
on employee experience and engagement. His
son, Ed, has recently moved back to Buffalo, and
has challenged Jeff to make croissants “the real
way” in a family bake off. His son, Joshua, will be
graduating University of Nebraska in May and will
be attending medical school in the fall (and likely
will eat the croissants made). His wife, Marcy, has
recently left her work for the State of New York to
start her own clinical psychology practice and will
serve as judge for the croissant bake off.
Anne Rupert Lamps • Our nest is officially empty
this year—three kids on campus, no one studying
from home. Having been an at-home mom, I
thought that would mean I was retired, but there
still seems to be a fair amount of kid business to
tend to. I’m teaching a few piano lessons, playing
in a handbell choir, cooking/eating up a storm (but
trying to stay fit—it’s so hard!). We have a year of
travel to make up for, although COVID-19 is still
making that hard.
Amy Bell Lavalley • In mid-June I took over as
executive editor of the recently revived Chesterton
Tribune, which publishes twice a week. The
experience is more of a learning trajectory than
curve, and I still get to write and make local
officials nervous, a tremendous bonus. My
husband, Andy, is a freelance photographer. Son
Joe is in his fourth year of a five-year aeronautics
engineering degree/Air Force ROTC program at
Purdue University and will graduate next year as a
second lieutenant in the Air Force. Daughter Anna
is a sophomore in the honors college at DePaul
University, majoring in international business
and German, living her best life after spending
freshman year online at home.
Michelle C. Lehman • Currently serving as
assistant director of production at the Long Center
for Performing Arts in Austin, Texas. I oversee
union stage staff, advancement activities of a
variety of performances, rentals, and events …
supporting the missions for the Long Center’s
Founding Resident Companies: Austin Symphony
Orchestra, Ballet Austin, and Austin Opera.
With gratitude, I’ve held on to my job during the
COVID-19 massacre, and continue with fervor
to support and supply assistance in my beloved
industry.
I tried MIGHTILY to engage my daughter
with Lawrence (gratitude to Leila and Brian!), but
her low-brass Euphonium heart and boss-ass
leadership skills in Gemini Drum and Bugle Corps
led her to Texas State University in the fall of 2021,
and thusly I remain in Texas against my corporeal
desire.

😉

I spend too much time Wordling and rahrahing my lovely Lawrence and Appleton native
homies—all in the land of us social media elders
… AKA Facebook. I continue making lists of things
I’d like to do … such as raking the yard clean of all
the things our dogs chew.
I miss our beautiful campus, and I have so
much love and gratitude for all who got me to
Lawrence, all who ushered me through those
years, and all those who are my lifelong friends
from those magnificent (and testy) years of
transfiguration.
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John H. Cate P’22, Stephanie Gilboy ’90 P’22 •
My oldest, Kealey ’22, is a third generation
Lawrentian and will be a senior in 2021–2022.
I’m now living in Bozeman, Mont., and am still
a freelance creative director for Honda. I also have
a radio show on KGLT-FM at Montana State.

David T. Lightfoot • David and family are riding out
COVID-19 in Toronto. He published a translation
of Jiří Weil’s Lamentation for 77297, which you can
read in the Seeley G. Mudd Library next time you
are at Lawrence. He continues to give free tours of
Toronto if you mention the promo code LU.

Andrea L. Cox • In 2021, I changed jobs and
am now working for Exact Sciences (a cancer
screening and diagnostic company), still based
in Madison, Wis.
My daughter is pursuing a degree in marine
science at a small college in Florida. Still
appreciating the broad education from LU back
in the day; getting a hard science degree (physics)
with a strong emphasis on clear communication
has served me well. :)

Eileen R. Sliwinski, Frederick R. Slater ’86 • I retired
from public education in 2015. I’ve been painting,
sculpting, hiking/climbing, traveling, guest
teaching and continuing to learn since then.
Fred is retiring later this year. He’s enjoying
working from home, mountaineering, biking,
traveling and touring as the keyboard player in the
band “Massy Ferguson” (massyfergusonband on
the soc meeds).
We’ve been learning Spanish together and lived
in Mérida, Mexico for a month in January 2022.

Sarah Haywood • Hi all, my husband, Scott, and
I are on our last gig as volunteers on the road,
helping out at a state park in Florida until late
summer and then heading out internationally
again. This time we’re set on Portugal! If you’re
ever visiting the Algarve region, give us a shout!
Our kiddos are grown and flown, living fabulous
lives, and as of this writing we’re selling our
beloved skoolie and looking forward to new
adventures. Best of everything to all my amazing
classmates!

Silagh Chiappetta White • Silagh has recently
joined the Allentown Symphony Association as
Director of Education, thus bringing her musical
training and advocacy full circle. She was also
elected to the Bethlehem Area School Board of
Directors in 2021. She hosts Lehigh Valley Arts
Salon on her local public radio station, WDIY
88.1FM, and continues serving on the Bethlehem
Fine Arts Commission as secretary. Her children,
Bridget and Stephen, are enjoying their first year
of higher education, forging their own path from
being womb-mates (that’s twin speak). While she
tried to encourage them to consider Lawrence,
they are thriving. She keeps her Lawrentian
experience all to herself. Silagh and her husband,
Steve White, are empty nesters now, happy to
discover their kitchen in the same condition as it
was left the night before.

Cheryl Koca Heber • Hello, classmates! My
wonderful husband, Dave, and I celebrated our
20th wedding anniversary on June 16, 2021. Our
daughter, Evelyn, is 16 and a sophomore in high
school. Our son, Nicholas, is 13 and in the eighth
grade. We are still living in Hebron, Illinois—right
on the Illinois/Wisconsin border. In 2021, I also
celebrated my 20th anniversary doing R&D for
Fresenius-Kabi as an associate research scientist
in the Transfusion Medicine and Cell Therapies
Division. Some of my research has been in helping
to develop a method to modulate a patient’s
immune system to prevent conditions such as
chronic graft vs. host syndrome and solid organ
transplant rejection.

Lewis E. Winkler • After spending seven and a half
months in the U.S. (Grand Rapids, Michigan) due
to COVID-19 border restrictions, on Jan. 5, my
wife, Barbara, and I returned to Singapore where
I have been teaching theology, church history,
and ethics at the East Asia School of Theology
since 2006. In March of 2021, we welcomed our
second grandchild, a girl named Rosie (her big
brother is Zion), and in June we celebrated our
31st wedding anniversary. Just before returning to
Singapore, our youngest, Christine, got married
to Jason Hanse on Dec. 19, enabling us to see lots
of family and friends (new and old) on both sides.
Even through COVID-19, God has been incredibly
faithful and good!

Amy Hockenberger Hochkammer, Karl A.
Hochkammer ’92 • Karl and I are empty nesters!
My daughter, Jenna, is a senior musical theater
major at the University of Miami in Florida and
my son, Max, is a freshman at Michigan State. It’s
nice to be able to travel whenever we want and eat
cheese and crackers for dinner, but we still miss
the kids!
I am in my third year of a six-year term on the
Birmingham Public Schools Board of Education.
It’s been an experience to be sure and has certainly
changed the way that I see public service.
Karl is still a partner at Honigman, LLC, and we
are hoping that 2022 allows us the opportunity for
more international travel and time with family and
friends.
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Jeffrey J. Letourneau • Pandemic notwithstanding
2021 was a good year! Jeff and Nathalie (Miguel)
Letourneau, along with their sons, Luke and Max,
were thrilled to travel to Portugal last summer to
visit Nathalie’s family. We were similarly thrilled
to travel back to Wisconsin to visit Jeff’s family in
Fond du Lac for the Thanksgiving holiday. We also
hooked up with our dear friends Dave Henek ’91
and his wife, Olga, in Appleton during our time in
Wisconsin. Our son, Luke, is a junior at Rutgers
University majoring in computer science with a
minor in physics. Max (15) is a sophomore at the
Peddie School in Hightstown, N.J. Peddie is a
private boarding and day school where Nathalie
has been teaching French for many years now.
Kelly McGlauchlen Ribbens, Dirk J. Ribbens ’92 •
I have been teaching middle school choir for over
25 years. I am currently the middle school choir
director in the West De Pere School District. My
husband, Dirk, is the principal at Ashwaubenon
High School. We live in De Pere, Wis., and have
two adult daughters. Rebekah is 26 and graduated
from UW–Eau Claire in 2019 and is a bilingual
social worker for Brown County working with
youth. Elissa is 23 and graduated from St. Norbert
College in 2020 with a piano performance degree.
Anita Freer Sacrey • I am a controller with the
Arkansas Department of Education. I divorced in
the summer of 2021 ( COVID-19 divorce), and I got
to keep the house and land. So now I live on my
three acres with a house mate, eight dogs, five cats
and some chickens. I am taking a theology class
for fun and actually got to use my knowledge from
reading Plato’s The Republic in Freshman Studies
from 35 years ago! Who knew it would actually be
useful to me? I am still finding my sea legs as a
divorcee, but I am doing well and enjoying life.
It is hard sometimes as I have no blood-related
family anymore, but it’s good that I am fiercely
independent!
John G. Sanidas • Greetings from Cedarburg,
Wisconsin. I have been in the same private
medical practice in Mequon as an internal
medicine physician for 23 (soon to be 24 years)
been married to my wife, Andrea, for 23 years, and
have three children. My son, Zander, is 21 and a
junior at St. Norbert College. He is a business
major and has an internship this summer with
Milwaukee Tool in supply chain management.
My middle daughter, Sophia, is 17 and a junior
at Divine Savior Holy Angels High School. We
are starting the college search, and I think she
would be an excellent candidate for LU. My
youngest daughter, Ava, is 12 and in sixth grade
in the Cedarburg school district. I have kept in
close contact with many fellow grads, but there
is nothing like face-to-face. Hopefully the next
reunion is in person so we can all reconnect.
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Elena Reiter Sellers • 2021 was a big year for
graduations in our family—my daughter graduated
college and my son high school. She is now
working as a game tester as she saves up to
move out on her own. My son is in the College of
Engineering at the University of Washington, and
it is so nice to have him at a local school. I recently
started working as the front office manager of
an independent grade 5–12 school that is close
enough that I can walk to work! I’m very happy to
share my mother is in the process of relocating
from Virginia to Washington and will be living just
down the way in Kirkland.
Paul T. Snyder • We are almost two years into our
move to Oregon, and we love living in Portland.
Our girls, Abby (16) and Maddie (13), have really
settled in and can’t wait for virtual school to end.
We moved into our new house in August. Amy and
I try and do “a hike a week.” Work at Tillamook is
great (hopefully with our big eastward expansion,
you are seeing our cheese and ice cream in your
grocery stores!). All the best to everyone.
Sarah M. Tyriver • I was married to my best friend
and sweetheart, Kris Gaumer, in our cozy living
room in the presence of my father, Don Tyriver
’61, and my mother, Marcia Rivenburg Tyriver
’62. Kris and I have traveled to many areas in
the U.S. and Europe, as well as to Costa Rica,
where I spent my final semester at LU. I am still
teaching violin, viola, and fiddle at Michigan State
University’s Community Music School. Over the
last 10 years, I have started playing in some Irish
and Appalachian old-time bands and am enjoying
myself immensely!
Jennifer Wood Ward • Life is great! Married to
Scott for 21 years with two kids, a junior and senior
in high school. Looking forward to exciting new
chapters as they explore various life options. Been
working for Green Compass Global for over a year
now and LOVE IT! Outstanding company and
fantastic experience.
Would love to catch up with absolutely anyone
interested in saying hi! Cheers!
Lynn Strebe Wegner • In July 2021, I began a new
position as coordinator of spiritual life and life
enrichment services with the Franciscan Sisters of
Perpetual Adoration in La Crosse, Wis. In addition,
I am the part time director of music at Halfway
Creek Lutheran Church in Holmen, Wis.

1993
Jennie C. Fauls • I have started a new position at
Columbia College Chicago, where I have worked
for 21 years. I’m now the academic scheduler for
the School of Liberal Arts and Sciences, working
out of the Dean’s Office and partnering with the
Registrar and Provost.

Granddad Charles Gale ’68 and Dad John Gale ’03 welcomed James
Patrick Gale (4 months old in October 2021) into a crazy pandemic
world. With all the uncertainty, a liberal arts education seems so
much more valuable, for which we’re all grateful!

Eric N. Jurgens • Eric has been full-time faculty
at the College of Menominee Nation since 2010
and has presented at a number of national and
international academic conferences. They have
recently been appointed to be a member of
the college’s accreditation steering committee
and have served as chair of the liberal studies
department. They have also had book reviews
published in the Tribal College Journal.
David F. McCoy • My wife, Helen, and I were
married in 2015 and had a lovely honeymoon in
the Galápagos Islands. We live on Milwaukee’s
east side, not far from where we went to high
school, and have been joined in recent years by her
mom, Elise, and our precocious cat, Charlie. It is
my eighth year serving as an outpatient physical
therapist with Advocate Aurora in Milwaukee.
As a certified spine specialist, I treat many
patients from around the city with back and neck
impairments. Additionally, I serve as an adjunct
instructor for Concordia University and on the
advisory board for the physical therapy program.
I’m currently enjoying teaching the orthopedics
course for the Masters of Rehabilitation Science
program.
Rustam Roy • I am working as a self-employed
legal consultant (commercial, privacy and media
law), operating through a virtual law firm. I am
married with two girls (13 and 15) and continue to
live just outside London.

1995
Tracy Donald • I remain in the area in Green Bay,
Wis., and have continued to work in the biotech
industry in a sales capacity. During the 2021
calendar year, I have remained fairly busy with my
oldest a freshman at the University of Sioux Falls,
where she plays women’s soccer (eight hours in
the car to see a two-hour game). My middle one,
Aniyah, has kept us busy attending her dance
tournaments, where they made state this year
as a sophomore in high school. My youngest
participates in soccer, and we love seeing his
games as well! I am excited to see what the new
year holds as we continue to move forward. Best of
luck to my fellow Lawrentians!

Carrie Naumann Korb, Ryan M. Korb ’95 • Things
are growing for us here in Appleton. Ryan’s music
school is expanding with more students and
additional instructors (appletonmusicacademy.
com). His performing has also grown with the
return to live music. Thankfully, the percussion
trio Africa -> West with Josh Ryan ’95 and Jamie
Ryan ’98 has also been able to resume playing and
teaching. (africawesttrio.com.) Carrie continues to
work at Lawrence and instruct painting downtown.
Growing native plants has become her latest
pastime. Our kids are growing too, as kids are
wont to do: one graduated college in 2021 and
another in 2022. Both are looking for jobs; the
third is looking forward to her driver’s license!
Bridget M. Lamers • Hey, friends. I hope you’re
getting to know and befriend your own deepest
secrets during these wild times ... staying balanced
and well.
Björn, Zora and I have returned, for a spell, to
Lyons, CO. With an overwhelming and gracious
reception, we’ve picked up our work again.
Holding space for healing through energy, sound
and touch is a much appreciated facet of our
work. We’re in process of creating conscious
community and a healing immersive living center
where resonant souls can live vibrantly in their
genius zones, bringing their gifts, and thriving in
connection.
If you’re all about authentic living in
community and have energy/love/resources to
contribute, please get in touch!
Karl L. Orvik, Stephanie Otto Orvik ’96 • Hi
everyone! Stephanie and I are doing well, living
and working in the Boston area. Since September
of 2020 I’ve been teaching violin and viola at the
University of New Hampshire, which has been
exciting and has allowed me to enjoy the benefits
of a counter-commute! Stephanie is piano faculty
at Concord Academy, and recently returned from a
week of rehearsals and concerts in North Carolina
for the premiere of a new opera based on the Alice
in Wonderland story. Both our boys are in various
stages of their college careers; Cody is finishing up
at U–Conn, and Caleb is a sophomore jazz bass
major at the Hartt School of Music. Best wishes to
everyone!
Rebecca Marsh Redmann • Last November, I
began working as a teaching artist for the Lullaby
Project (through the Overture Center in Madison,
Wis.). The Lullaby project pairs singer-songwriters
with pregnant women, new mothers and fathers
to write and record personal lullabies for their
babies. The project reaches out to underserved
communities and partners with organizations that
strengthen the bond between parent and child.
I’m thrilled to be a part of this amazing work and
am pleased to have two recent LU grads working
alongside me!

degree will further my knowledge base and help
me become a better resource for my clients. I am
a self-employed business owner in Milwaukee,
Wis., and my business, The Nutritional Gardener,
LLC is focused on urban agriculture, sustainable
gardening and organic practices. Outside of work,
I bike, hike, travel and visit with friends.

1997
Stacci Cook Barganz • I live with my husband,
Todd, and our four kiddos in south central
Wisconsin, and I serve as the K–12 gifted and
talented coordinator for Fort Atkinson schools.
In December 2019, I achieved National Board
certification, and have mentored several other
teachers through the National Board process. I
am serving my second term as president of my
professional organization, the Southern Lakes
Advanced Learners Network. I am also a past
member of my state board.
Our oldest child is starting to look at colleges,
as he will be graduating in 2022. His very first
college visit was to Lawrence, where he got to meet
Cathy Statz ’96 (who was touring with her nephew,
who is also my student!) #BeTheLight
Rebecca Grendysa Benishek • Over the past
several years, I’ve published four children’s books,
among them the award-winning The Squeezor is
Coming! I’ve also contributed stories to science
fiction and horror anthologies. Being an author
really is a dream come true.
In 2021, I received my sixth consecutive
Microsoft Most Valuable Professional award,
focusing on open collaborative spaces like Teams
and SharePoint.
Since 2019, I’ve been working at a nonprofit
with a great mission: to bring the entrepreneurial
mindset to every undergraduate engineering
student in the States.
We also moved into a lovely home with
a park-like yard where we are importuned
by various wildlife for food. We have not the
hardihood to resist.
Becca Livingstone • Hard to think that it’s been
25 years since we graduated! I haven’t strayed
far from the college scene, just switching from
student to faculty. I’ve been a professor of history
at Simpson College in the Des Moines, Iowa,
metro area for the last 15 years after graduating
with my Ph.D. from Tulane. This fall will see the
publication of a collaborative project, “Monuments
and Memory-Making: The Vietnam Memorial,”
that I’ve been working on as part of the “Reacting
to the Past” series. I got married in 2019, and this
fall, Matt and I were joined by puppy Cooper, a
Welsh corgi, who has a big personality and makes
us laugh. Life is good despite the craziness that
has been the 2020s so far.
Jodi A. Schmeling • I am pursuing a master’s
degree in horticulture and human health from
Colorado State University via online learning. This

Melissa Munch Thompson • Our household is
busy with four children ranging in age from 9–17,
and the college search process in full swing! I
am closing out my 11th year as superintendent
for a school district west of Milwaukee, and my
husband, Chris, works in a district leadership
position in a neighboring district. The demands
of our work in the past few years have been even
more relentless, and successes, like student growth
and happiness, include each classroom in my
district being open for in-person instruction each
day of last school year, and earning the top score
on state report cards helps remind us that devotion
to, and leadership in, public schools is incredibly
impactful and worth it! See you at reunion!
Catherine S. Walby • I continue to work at
Lawrence, teaching BKS (piano) classes in the Con
and 40-plus pre-college and adult piano students
in the Lawrence Community Music School. My
youngest student just turned 5 at his last lesson,
and we celebrated by having rhythm conversations
on drums, plus chocolate afterwards. The days
supply plenty of variety with students from age
5 through 85. We all learn from each other every
day. My adults are particularly inspirational as they
model the importance of lifelong learning. Hope to
see you in June!
Lisa Beth Chessin Walker • Lisa Beth lives with
husband, Kevin Walker, in Minnetonka, Minn.
Luke (16), Lucinda (13), Liam (7) and Lilian (3)
make up their six-pack family. Lisa Beth recently
co-authored her first book Raise Your Game, Not
Your Voice: How Listening, Communicating, and
Storytelling Shape Compliance Program Influence.
(CCI Press 2021). Her book is available on Amazon
and has been read on six continents, featured
in multiple law school and master’s program
curricula, and has been the basis for learning
labs at Fortune 50 internal training and industry
association conferences. She runs the global
compliance, ethics and corporate governance
consulting firm, Lumen Worldwide Endeavors
(www.lumen-we.com).
Sarah Schott • My family and I live in Fox Point,
Wis. (Milwaukee area). My husband, Brian, is
the CEO of the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum.
Ethan (16) is a sophomore and avid robotics team
member. Noah (14) is an expert bass fisherman
and looking forward to high school. My LU and
professional worlds collided in 2021 when I joined
Gravie, an innovative health benefits company
co-founded by Abir Sen ’97, as the company’s CAO
and general counsel! I’m also enjoying serving as a
Trustee of Lawrence and a board member of other
nonprofit organizations.
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Paula M. Gudmundson • Hello, everyone, from
wonderfully cold Duluth, Minn. I returned to
Duluth after a fall sabbatical which allowed
me to record a new CD, Melodies of the Forest
(music.apple.com/us/album/melodies-of-theforest/1603264656), recording videos of works
by Black composers and traveling to Iceland to
record a newly commissioned work by Berglind
Tómasdóttir. Finally finishing all of these projects
to take over as department head in the music
department at the University of Minnesota–
Duluth. Hope to see all my LU friends soon this
summer or in my next sabbatical!
K. Claudia Olvera • Hey, everyone—greetings to
all. In these two pandemic years in Mexico City, it
has been crazy but I’ve learned that a facial mask
is really a wrinkle cover up, so I have learned to
love it. My five children are growing up—ages
19, 17, 15, 11 and 8, so after 19 years I finally have
some free time for myself. I am currently getting
over a severely sprained ankle so am investing my
time to independently study Italian & read many
entrepreneur books. During the last three years
my family and I have been filmed for a network
documentary “Papá Melissa” that is now in
negotiations to be shown on Netflix. So if anyone
wants to watch—it’s my family and me. Wishing
you well as always class of ’99.
Scott G. Trigg • We left Hong Kong in summer
2021 and have now moved to France, where Scott
is a researcher in the history of astronomy group
at the Paris Observatory. We are enjoying learning
French and exploring the many sights of Paris.
Erin Oliver Velasco • I’m still living in Appleton and
still with Hunter Douglas, but am now working
remotely as an IT senior business and data analyst
for the corporate office located in Denver, Colo.
My husband recently left the LU IT department for
an IT position with U.S. Venture. Our two dogs are
thoroughly spoiled with both of us working from
home most days. We have been able to do some
traveling the past year, with trips to Montana and
California.
Deborah Marie Watson • We adopted a baby!
Connor Greyson Alexander joined us in October
2021.

2001
Charlie (Homer) C. Arnold • Charlie is currently
living in Los Angeles where he is the archive
manager and head archivist for the sound artist
Michael Brewster. He is also completing a Ph.D. in
art history at the University of California.
Christa E. Whitmore • We did ALL the things in
2021! Well, most of the things. We got married in
June and that evening drove to Colorado to help
Billy’s mom and visit with as many friends as
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possible in a few days. COVID-19 in July. In August
we bought a house and moved to Helena, Mont.,
where Billy started a new job with the USFS. The
kitchen of our new house had not been updated
since the house was built in the early ’60s, so
we’ve spent a good chunk of time (and money)
remodeling and installing functional appliances.
We are incredibly fortunate that my parents were
able to spend five weeks with us and do most of
the work! Somehow we found a little time for a
quick family trip to Maui. Whew ...
Lyndsay Sund • We are all constantly adjusting to
the strange COVID-19 reality we are living in. I am
lucky to work from home as a project manager for
a small transcription/translation company, where
I’m using all of my liberal arts skills. My girls, 5
and 8, are enjoying school, growing quickly, and
enjoying living back here in Illinois. My husband,
Marcelo, is still adjusting to life in the USA (as
am I!), but overall, we’re all doing well and have
managed to stay healthy.

2003
Jacob George Allen • I was promoted to full
professor and chair of the Department of Theatre
& Dance at the University of Memphis where
I oversee a department of 14 full-time faculty
and 150+ majors in B.F.A. and M.F.A. degree
programs. I also recently received a $1.1 million
National Science Foundation grant as part of a
multidisciplinary team through the NSF ADVANCE
program—Adaptation Track.
Anneliese M. DeDiemar • Co-chair of the
Connecting Alumni Committee for the Lawrence
University Alumni Association (LUAA), Anneliese
M. DeDiemar resides in Washington, D.C.
with her wife, Lacey Capps. Anneliese is the
communications director for Venture Philanthropy
Partners+Raise D.C., investing in cross-sector,
collaborative partnerships that deliver lasting,
systemic change to improve life outcomes for
children and their families. Anneliese has extensive
experience in nonprofit and arts marketing in
Chicago and Washington, D.C. She continues
to consult and present nationally on integrated
marketing and communications best practices,
including seminars for the American Marketing
Association, Americans for the Arts, Maryland
Citizens for the Arts, ARTSFAIRFAX, and Theatre
Washington.
Carolynn M. Dude • Like so many, the pandemic
ushered in a new era for my family: my son,
Maximilian (Max) James Rathjen, was born on
March 13, 2020, and so he is a daily reminder of
just how this has been happening. In addition
to the new addition (Max joins twins Rem and
Lena, age 11), the pandemic has brought me
many new research opportunities looking at the
antibody response to COVID-19 and the vaccines
in pregnant people. It’s been nice to get back to
research and serves as a nice distraction from
trying (and failing) to get my patients vaccinated!
Sadly, the pandemic also brought my family a

switch to homeschooling for our 8-year-old twins,
Isaac and James. They both thrive in homeschool
and are enjoying gymnastics and piano. We enjoy
road trips with the kids and teaching them geology
along the way. Look for us in Minn. this summer
or visit us in the mountains any time!

2005

Amanda Watson ’09 and Andre Watson ’09
with son Aiden Lawrence Watson (2).

loss—my father, Bob Dude, died in August 2020.
He loved LU more than anyone I know, and I miss
him every day.
John D. Gale • Granddad Charles Gale ’68 and
dad John Gale ’03/’04 welcomed James Patrick
Gale (4 months old in October 2021) into a crazy
pandemic world. With all the uncertainty, a liberal
arts education seems so much more valuable, for
which we’re all grateful!
Mandy C. Halpin • I am trying to find some joy
after a few hard pandemic years. I just bought
myself a French horn and hope to take lessons
and play more this year. I celebrated my 40th
birthday in January. I continue working as a nurse
practitioner and lactation consultant in San
Francisco and mothering my two kids, now 6 and
11 years old.
Amy Svoboda Menzel • I am happy to report
that life is good in Appleton, Wisconsin. I am
a partner at a law firm in Neenah, Wisconsin,
called Hammett, Bellin & Oswald, LLC, and I
focus on criminal defense, family law, personal
injury, and general civil litigation. My husband,
Mike, and I have two young children who keep us
busy. As I write this, the forecast is for below zero
temperatures tonight. I am looking forward to
spring and warmer temps!
Clara C. Muggli-Toyloy • My husband, Darryl, and
I live in Decorah, Iowa, where we run an artisan
sourdough bakery and a micro flower farm (Oak
& Olive Flowers). We enjoy camping, hiking, and
reading with our three wonderful kids—Olive (7),
Zeno (6), and Dahlia (1).
Sarah Krile Radermacher • After a 20-month
hiatus to care for family, I’m happy to announce
that I’m returning to AFS Intercultural Programs
as their new school partnerships manager! My kids
(7 and almost 4) seem a little too eager to return
to daycare, so I take that as a good sign.
Katie A. Reimer • I continue to work as the artistic
and executive director of the Mimesis Ensemble
(mimesisensemble.org), a NYC group dedicated
to performing and recording music from the 20th
and 21st centuries. We released an album in 2020

Isaac E. Schwartz ’11 and Mary Kate E.
Smith ’13 with son, Asher.

with Arabesque Records called “Dancing Circles
in the Night.” This album features a composition
by Dina Shilleh, another LU alum! Parallel to my
career in music, I pursued a degree at Union
Theological Seminary, where I graduated with a
M.Div. in 2020 (concentration—interreligious
engagement). When the pandemic hit NYC in
2020, I drove to Wis. and was grateful to spend
five months with my parents, brothers, sisters-inlaw, nieces and nephews.
Courtney Miller Rosen • Our couch is permanently
covered alternately with piles of crumpled and
folded clothes in three different child sizes. We
so often fall asleep reading with the kids that we
just gave up and bought a big bed for the kids’
room. My day is filled with the adventures of the
fast-changing San Antonio, Texas, real estate
market, as I own my own brokerage and property
management company. My favorite hiding spot
is the Japanese gardens at our botanical gardens
where I can sit quietly, listening to the water
bubble and splash. If anyone has any favorite quick
dinner recipes, secrets for a successful bedtime
routine, or favorite weekend get-away spot—I’m
all ears.
Eric C. Seidel • I continue to live in Menlo Park,
Calif., with my wife, Fraser Tan, and son, Owen
(5). We both work at Google where I am the
engineering director for Flutter.
Adam E. Locke • After nearly six years in St. Louis,
Adam and Alfred recently moved to Westchester
County, N.Y. Adam joined the Regeneron Genetics
Center (located in Tarrytown, N.Y.), where he is
director of statistical genetics, in June of 2020,
but had been working remotely throughout the
pandemic. They are excited to see what life will be
like in N.Y., and especially to explore all there is to
do in New York City.
Martha Nelson Growdon, Mark A. Growdon •
2021 was a year of adventures! Mark entered his
second year of residential real estate here in Reno,
Nev., and loves it. Martha continues to work as an
educational services representative for Usborne
Books & More and has developed a new science
experiment subscription service for curious young
kids and their families! With the pandemic came a

Charles L. Christenson • In fall of 2021 I accepted
the full-time position of associate professor of
voice at the Berklee College of Music in Boston,
Mass. I am currently living in Portsmouth, N.H.,
working on a new album of original songs and
completing a book of contemporary and jazz voice
études.
Nicky C. Endres • (they/she): I am happy to
announce my first audiobook narration: The Boy
with the Bird in his Chest, by Emme Lund (Simon
& Schuster) available Feb. 15. I’m also appearing
in Hulu’s The Dropout opposite Amanda Seyfried,
playing Ana Arriola on March 3. And I return on
NCIS: Los Angeles also in March. Thanks for
tuning in!
Michelle C. Fitzpatrick • My husband, Dan
Peterson, and I celebrated our daughter Isabelle’s
first birthday in December and our son, Jackson’s,
third birthday in January. In September, I was
promoted to senior director for Centene’s
Commercial Solutions regulatory operations
department. I oversee a team who performs filings
for qualified health plans, regulatory research and
creation of member policies. I will be celebrating
eight years with Centene this summer.
Alaina S. Gates • I am currently living in Bristol,
Wis., with my husband, Ben Sterk, and my son,
Ezekiel, who we welcomed on Dec. 16.
Kathleen A. (Olen) Lukin • In 2021, I wed my
partner, Jon, in California during a beautiful
outdoor pandemic ceremony, officiated by our
rabbi. I also decided to change my last name, now
Lukin. I still relish the moments connecting with
other Lawrentians with every trip I take (not many
these days) and look forward to seeing more of
you soon in L.A., your city, or at our next reunion.
Miranda J. Munro, Daniel Casner ’06 • In April,
Daniel Casner and I bought a farm. Actually, we
bought land for a farm. It is a 17-acre property that
burned in the LNU Lightening Complex of 2020.
There is a seasonal creek and pond, lots of trees,
two small hills, and lots of space to grow food in.
All four kids are doing well, two are homeschooling
through elementary school and two are heading
into preschool. We have been keeping chickens
for eggs for a few years and now that we have our
farm, we’ve added goats and a cow to that. We’re
looking forward to adding a livestock guardian dog
next month. Hopefully, we will have built enough
that we’ll be able to move onto our farm within the
next year. For now, we live in a rented townhouse
and commute 15 minutes to the farm.

2007
Nikoma L. Baccus • Nikoma resides in Waltham,
Massachusetts, and loves exploring New England
and the globe (particularly tropical beaches
with local cuisine and cocktails). She works in
the biotech/pharmaceutical industry at Takeda
Pharmaceutical Company Ltd. in the global HR
space. In her spare time she can be found running,
hiking, and dabbling in cooking escapades and
craft cocktail creations.
Adam M. Berey • My partner, Rebecca Allen, and
I welcomed our second child, Rosemary Judith
Allen-Berey, on August 21.
Katherine Kirkland Cona • My family and I live in
San Francisco, Calif., where we constantly debate
whether we want to remain on the West Coast
and enjoy 60 degrees in January, or return the
Midwest to shovel snow. I work on the business
development team at DoorDash, managing a
handful of strategic partnerships. My husband and
I welcomed our daughter, Sophia Helen, in March
2021 and I’m looking forward to introducing them
both to Appleton this summer.
Nora G. Hertel, Benjamin I. Decker • I left my
traditional newspaper job in November 2021 to
launch a digital news site focused on solutionfocused journalism called The Optimist. It will
serve Minnesotans outside the Twin Cities with
stories on the environment, business and social
issues.
Megan L. Karls • Megan Karls spent the
pandemic exploring abandoned Cold War military
installations along the Montana-Canada border
to create her first solo album, Decommissioned:
Solo Violin in Cold War Relics. The video album,
shot in remote locations during the summer of
2020, captures these unique spaces, paired with
Bach and living composers. As a result, in 2021,
Megan was the first woman in classical music
to be awarded the Montana State Arts Council’s
Artist Innovation Award. She will use the award to
commission Montana composers for on-location
videos at the state’s earliest mission churches,
collaborating with the current reservation
communities and Catholic leadership.
Stephanie A. Kliethermes • I continue to love my
job as research director for the American Medical
Society for Sports Medicine, where I run a national
collaborative research network. I additionally have
an academic appointment at the university of
Wisconsin–Madison and collaborate on sports
medicine research with amazing colleagues at UW.
In January of this year, I welcomed my daughter,
Kennedi Grace, into this world. She is my greatest
blessing!
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Andrew H. Kraemer • I scheduled a haircut
in January, but my barber got COVID-19 and
canceled. I’m now too embarrassed by the length
to reschedule. I am getting married in Mexico
City in August, and I couldn’t be more excited.
I released an EP, “Uninspired,” which is on
streaming services. I am in the process of trying
to buy a house, though the city of Austin is in the
process of preventing me from buying a house.

Umer Amer ’19—Just
married to Namra Umer.
Lawrentians in the photo:
Maria Poimendou ’20,
Ryan Aiello ’18, Theo
Arden ’19 and others.

Adam B. Meckler • Adam and Jana and their two
boys, Auggie and Hobbes (6 and 4), live in the
Upper Peninsula of Michigan, where Adam serves
as the director of jazz studies at Michigan Tech.
Adam was named a finalist for the Distinguished
Teaching Award at Michigan Tech in 2022, and
continues to release albums with his own groups,
and as a side-man with artists like Cory Wong,
Dave Koz, Youngblood Brass Band, the Hornheads
and others. Adam and Jana founded Gig Boss in
2017. The Gig Boss app is an organizational tool
for creative freelancers. The Gig Boss podcast
is set to launch March of 2022 and features
interviews with creatives and music industry
experts.
Laura M. Milewski, Zackary D. Tollman ’06 • Zack
Tollman and Laura Milewski are so very pleased
to announce the new addition to their family with
a beautiful baby girl, Josephine Rosalee. Born in
February at a healthy 8 lb. 14 oz. and 21 in., JoJo
is a real heart-breaker. All are well and the family
dog is working to come to terms with her biggest
competition for attention.
Mariel Sarah Mohns, Matthew James Mohns
’09 • In March 2020 (just two weeks before the
pandemic shut everything down), I started a
new job as a science writer/communications
specialist at the Morgridge Institute for Research
in Madison, Wis. It’s been an interesting year,
working from home while getting to know my great
colleagues through plentiful Zoom meetings!
My husband, Matt Mohns, and I are staying
busy with home renovations and keeping up with
our 4-year-old daughter, Adria.
Sarah T. Phelps • I started working with the
Lawrence Community Music School Girl Choir
program in 2020 in addition to my work as an
elementary music educator and arts integration
and CLR specialist in Appleton. 7- and 4-year-old
daughters keep me and my partner, Brian, busy
and laughing at home.
Amy L. Thorstenson • During the pandemic,
I’ve doubled down on podcasting—I’m now the
producer and audio editor for “The Suburban
Women Problem” (a progressive political podcast
that’s featured guests like Chasten Buttigieg and
Alyssa Milano) and “Dear Earth, I’m Really Sorry”
(a queer sci-fi comedy podcast that premiered in
January 2022).
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My husband, Vince, and I also bought 10 acres of
land near Yosemite in 2019, which we’ve slowly but
surely been turning into an off-the-grid homestead
and hopefully, one day, an artists’ retreat.
Melody K. Waring • Completed Ph.D. in social
work at University of Wisconsin–Madison in
August 2020. Currently practicing as a homebased therapist in Terre Haute, Indiana, for
families involved with the Department of Child
Services.

2009
Elizabeth (Schroeder) Baus • In February 2021,
we welcomed our second child, Barrett, into the
world, and in August I took a new position as
the metadata librarian at Macalester College in
St. Paul, Minnesota.
Alison Blegan Below, Lucas A. Below ’10 • We
welcomed our son, Asher Allen, on Nov. 22.
Amanda L. Watson, Andre R. Watson • Amanda
and Andre Watson had a baby boy born on
Jan. 22, 2020. His name is Aiden Lawrence
Watson. His middle name came from where
Amanda and Andre met.

😉

2011
Abigail (Ray) Sacia • I graduated with my Master of
Science in communication science and disorders
in May, and welcomed my first child, Soren Scott,
in August. I will begin a new job as a rehab speech
pathologist in March.
Emily D. (Hoffman) Warsek • I spent most of 2021
vaccinating central Wisconsin against COVID-19.
My husband and I also welcomed our son, Simon,
into the world.
Magdalena A. Waz, Micah D. Paisner • We just
wrapped production on a micro-budget feature out
in Palm Desert, Calif. Looking forward to the next
few months of editing and brainstorming our next
project!
Isaac E. Schwartz ’11, Mary Kate E. Smith ’13 • After
graduating from Lawrence, we moved to Fargo,
N.D., where we both taught music. We got married
at LU in 2018, completed master’s degrees at
Ithaca College in 2019, and then moved back to

Appleton, where we bought our first home. In April
of 2021, we welcomed Asher, our first child! Mary
Kate is currently working as Interim Director of
Conservatory Admissions at Lawrence, and Isaac
is teaching middle school band and kindergarten
music in the Winneconne Community School
District.

2013
Ezra P. Cahn • I have been extradited back to
Panama.
Matthew W. Cawley • I just opened a pottery
studio in Denver! Stone Bear Studios is now open
for classes and gallery sales!
Maria A. DeLaundreau • I will be moving to the
Boston area this spring! I am looking forward to
seeing more of the East Coast Lawrentians and
eating fresh seafood.
Olivia A. Donica, Drew R. Donica ’12 • We
welcomed our first child, a son, named Devin
Ronald Donica. He was born on Sept. 4.
Robert G. Goodwin • Graduated from University of
Colorado Law School in May 2020. Clerked for the
honorable Judge Michelle Brinegar in Fort Collins
the past year. This past December, I accepted an
associate attorney position in Denver for Benezra
& Culver, P.C. I am excited to pursue my legal
career as a civil rights attorney!
David I. Harrison, Maire A. Clement ’14 • Davey
Harrison and I (Maire Clement), both alumni
of Lawrence University, became a songwriting
folk duo a few years ago when we were based
in Boston. We are The Boston Imposters
(TheBostonImposters.com). We released our first
album in 2020 with plans to do a tour around the
Midwest. Of course, you know what happened:
on March 14, we had to change all of our plans.
Instead of doing a live tour, we switched to weekly
livestream concerts through Twitch. Twitch is a
streaming website for gamers, but it is becoming
more and more popular for musicians to stream.
If you are ever available on Fridays/Sundays
8–9:15 p.m., check us out: www.twitch.tv/boston_
imposters

Zachary A. Kulig • We are excited to announce the
newest future Lawrentian! Addison Molly was born
March 4. We can’t believe how big she’s gotten in
the last few months. We are looking forward to the
future when I can show her around Main Hall and
Briggs to see where dad used to hang out!
Mike Kumbalek • Drilling oil wells in Texas,
New Mexico, Oklahoma, Colorado, Wyoming,
North Dakota, and Ohio.
Karl H. Mayer • I live in Boulder, Colorado, where
I work as a physicist at Quantinuum. Please reach
out if you are ever in the area!
Minh T. Nguyen • I currently live in Singapore with
my wife and kid, putting my Lawrence economics
degree to good use with a group of Lawrentian
Google :)
I am still in touch with Lawrentians, as some
of them also used to live in Singapore as well. My
LinkedIn is up to date. Would love to connect with
folks who are looking into tech and digital.
Micah J. Price • Karl Mayer ’13 convinced me to
move to Boulder, Colorado, and I’m very happy to
be surrounded by mountains and snow and good
people. I now work for a consulting firm in Denver
doing data science and data engineering.
Brett L. Roberts, Emily A. Hjalmarson • We took
our much delayed honeymoon to Panama last
October where we fully immersed ourselves in
the biodiversity by getting up before dawn for
the morning bird chorus and staying up long
into the night to watch the insect light, reaching
nearly 1000 species observations in one week!
Brett finished his postdoc at UW in May 2021 and
took a position as a senior scientist at Nimble
Therapeutics in Madison, and Emily is still
working at the WDNR. We expanded our naturalist
interests to include botany and mycology last
summer during our many wildlife outings across
the state, and we are looking forward to taking a
butterfly watching tour to Ecuador this fall.
Alyssa H. Rosenbaum • Cantor Alyssa Rosenbaum
was recently ordained as a cantor (Jewish
clergy) in May 2021 after five years of seminary
at the Academy for Jewish Religion, California.
One of her original pieces of music, Psalm 150
(Hal’luyah), was recently selected to be published
in Transcontinental Music Publication’s upcoming
Shabbat Anthology Volume X, which is due to be
published in spring 2022. She is also working on
her debut album of original Jewish music.

Mary Kate E. Smith, Isaac E. Schwartz ’11 • After
graduating from Lawrence, we moved to Fargo,
N.D., where we both taught music. We got married
at LU in 2018, completed master’s degrees at
Ithaca College in 2019, and then moved back to
Appleton, where we bought our first home. In April
of 2021, we welcomed Asher, our first child! Mary
Kate is currently working as interim director of
conservatory admissions at Lawrence, and Isaac
is teaching middle school band and kindergarten
music in the Winneconne Community School
District.

Adriane N. Melchert • I am in Brooklyn for a third
year, now happily at a fine art storage and logistics
company. I picked up the bass again so will have
to reconfigure my bike commuter lifestyle. Still
sad about reunion 2020 and hoping to see more
Lawrentians in the near future!

Anna T. Valcour • I have started a Ph.D. in
musicology at Brandeis University and will be
earning a M.A. in women’s, gender, and sexuality
studies en route. My husband, Braun, will be
finishing his D.M.A. this spring in voice from
Boston University, and we are so excited!

Rebecca P. Shuman • Marshall Yoes ’15 and I
are living in Minneapolis, where I teach high
school band and he is a music therapist at
United Hospital in St. Paul. We can’t wait for this
summer, when we’re getting married on the LU
campus!

2015

Emily E. Zawacki • I defended my Ph.D. in
geological sciences from Arizona State University
last summer and am officially a rock doctor! I
am currently hired as a postdoctoral research
scholar at Arizona State working on education,
outreach, and communications activities for
OpenTopography and UNAVCO.

Elizabeth Sorensen Camara • Hello, all! Writing
you all from Tucson, Ariz. Hope this message
finds everyone safe and healthy—what a year (or
two) we’ve had! In May 2021, Ousmane and I got
married in Guinea, West Africa—he is currently
abroad and waiting for the immigration paperwork
to come through. We are excited to spend our lives
together (on the same continent)—we hope to
see everyone at the next in-person class reunion!
I am currently attending the University of Arizona
and will graduate in the spring with a Master of
Public Health. Excited to see what 2022 brings—in
service, Betsy.
Morgan K. Krhin • In 2017, I graduated with my
Master of Public Health from the University of
Arizona in Tucson, Ariz., and moved back to
Wisconsin where I accepted a position with the
UW–Madison School of Medicine and Public
Health as a population health service fellow based
in Milwaukee. After completing my fellowship, I
took a position with the Wisconsin Department
of Health Services where I currently work as the
community health worker coordinator in the
chronic disease prevention program working as
a liaison between CDC funding and communitybased programming. What a year for public health!
In 2020, my partner and I bought our first home.
We love to spend time hiking, mountain biking,
and traveling!
Laetitia Meghan M. Lehman-Pearsall • Laetitia
Delfino (Lehman-Pearsall) and Julian Delfino ’13
got married in a very small ceremony this past
summer on Bainbridge Island, Wash. They are
joyously expecting their first child, due around the
solstice in June. They continue to work as a piano
teacher and editor respectively and continue to
explore their shared passion of gardening and
permaculture with their wild garden, chickens,
and ducks. They recently took a workshop on
earthen building with cob and have made a pizza
oven. They are looking to buy land in the Olympic
Peninsula and create their own cob homestead.

Abigail B. Schubach • I am in my second year of
internal medicine residency at Strong Memorial
Hospital in Rochester, N.Y.! I am also engaged
to my wonderful fiancée, Tom, and we are in the
process of planning our wedding for 2023.

Caitlin Zuehlke • Hi, all! In 2017 I graduated
with an M.P.H. from Columbia University and
accepted a position in wealth management with
Merrill Lynch in NYC working on financial health
and wellness. When the pandemic hit, I had an
unexpected move down to Sarasota, Fla., where
I decided to start my own digital organizing
business. I now help people organize their digital
lives and I also work full-time as a senior program
manager with the Public Good Projects, where I
run digital marketing campaigns for public health
initiatives nationally and globally. In my downtime,
I love to hang with my partner, Greg, our dog,
Zoey, and take road trips.

2017
Kristen Bischel, Philip S. Clark ’15 • Philip and I
welcomed our first child, Oliver Henry Clark, in
October of 2021! I will graduate with my M.D.
from UW–SMPH this coming May and will start a
psychiatry residency program this summer. We are
anxiously awaiting where I will match!
Ilan M. Blanck • After four years in the Twin
Cities, I moved (along with my partner, Kirsten,
and our 17-year-old cat) to Boulder, Colo., last
August, to follow in the footsteps of JP Merz
and do a master’s in music composition at CUBoulder. I’m having a blast being back in school
while continuing to make music with all sorts of
people outside of it. I’m grateful to report I’m still
making music with friends I made at LU, most
regularly with Isabel Dammann in Sprig of That
and the circus that comprises Porky’s Groove
Machine (though Red Dog appears to have been
discontinued, we, against all odds, remain). Love
and miss LU; hope to cross paths with any of you
again soon. Please shout if you’re in the area. <3
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Holly H. Butterfield • Please come hang out with
me; I’m still in Seattle absolutely untethered from
a life plan or career but having a pretty good time
of it. Have wonderful friends and family but always
happy to add more . I have a bearded dragon
named Rex.

👀

Isabel D. Dammann • After nine cold Midwest
winters, Isabel has finally moved back home to
the great Pacific Northwest with her partner,
Ryn Nootenboom ’17, so they can both spend time
with their families. She’s still shredding regularly
with Ilan Blanck ’17 in their acoustic fiddle-guitartabla trio, Sprig of That, and teaching lots of Zoom
violin (+viola +voice??) lessons. Since moving back
to Portland, she’s been enjoying reconnecting with
other Lawrentians in the Northwest including
Shasta Tresan ’17, Hannah Jeruc ’16, Lena Bixby ’16,
Ellie Coale ’17 and Sofie Yang ’16. Any other alum
out there in the forests and mountains? DM me,
would love to hang!
Ruby E. Dickson • I’m proud to announce that I
have received my M.Phil. in economics from the
University of Oxford, and I am now running for the
Colorado state house! I am so lucky to be able to
represent my community in my home state, and I
credit my amazing Lawrence education for many of
these opportunities.
Henry B. Dykstal • I am in the final stages of
getting my master’s degree at the University of
Minnesota in arts and cultural leadership.
Greta M. Fritz • Hello, friends! I hope everyone is
doing well and staying healthy! The past couple
years have been exhausting, but I’ve also had so
many wonderful experiences. After passing my
board exams and being nominated to AOA (the
medical honors society!), I’ve now entered my last
semester of medical school at MCW–Green Bay.
I’m currently in the residency match for OB-GYN,
and in March, Wesley Hetcher ’17 and I will find
out where I match and where we will be spending
the next four years of our lives! I’m hoping for a
program that emphasizes family planning and
contraceptive care, and ideally, we’ll stay in the
Midwest. Good luck to all the other LU alumni
participating in #MatchDay2022!
Olivia G. Gregorich • I’m currently living in
Chicago leading outdoor experiences as an REI
guide and helping customers use the app Too
Good To Go as a sustainable solution to reduce
food waste. Despite a COVID-19-induced quarterlife crisis which has left me wondering what role
the arts should be playing in solutions for the
climate crisis (and what this means for my own
goals), I have not given up my creative pursuits,
and am performing as a singer/songwriter,
producing Climate Change Theatre Action
events, and working with my rural community in
Wisconsin to develop a festival in celebration of
the local river for Earth Day 2022 (and beyond!),
including recreation, science, & the arts.
Collaborators always welcome!
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Benjamin J. Hanson • Benjamin Hanson and
Lauren Vanderlinden ’18 will both be completing
graduate degrees this spring. Lauren will be
completing her Ph.D. in ethnomusicology from the
University of California, Santa Barbara. Benjamin
will be graduating with a master’s degree in choral
music from the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign. They look forward to moving on to
new challenges together in the coming year.
Alex L. Kurki • I’m in The Goat Wizard. We’re
putting out a new album. You should listen to it.
Alaina C. Leisten • I am currently living in
Minneapolis, Minnesota with my fiancée, Dan,
and our cat, Rosemary. At the time of writing this,
we are in the process of closing on our first home
and are planning our wedding for October of 2023
(Dan proposed on the bridge over the Fox River on
campus in October of 2021). I have a wonderful
job on the development team at the Epilepsy
Foundation of Minnesota. My work focuses on
communicating with donors and sponsors, and I
help assist in areas including donor stewardship,
events, and revenue tracking.
Max R. Loebl • After spending the bulk of the
pandemic in Wisconsin running communications
for a slate of political campaigns, I moved to
Washington, D.C. with my hyper dachshund, Bean.
In my new role, I’m focusing on international
security with a defense firm and currently embed in
the Department of Defense. I’m looking forward to
being able to travel again and am so excited to see
the LU soccer program flourishing.
Bailey S. Reiners • After Lawrence, I moved to Italy
for a bit before returning stateside to Chicago,
where I interned at the Museum of Contemporary
Art Chicago and found housing, income and
good company working as a live-in caregiver for a
95-year-old woman.
Then I worked as a writer for a tech company
and traveled to Japan to conduct a second
interview with a contemporary artist I first
interviewed for my senior capstone at LU.
In 2020, I traveled to Vietnam with Tahnee ’16
just two weeks before Chicago shut down. A
month later I lost my job and moved home to
Colorado to earn my pilot’s license. Now I’m
back in Chicago, where I adopted a cat and am
starting a new job as a search engine optimization
strategist.
Allison E. Wray • I completed my M.S. in library
and information through the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign in August 2021 and recently
transitioned into a position as technical and adult
services specialist with the Germantown Library!
I’ve been with this library for a year and a half
and really love the cataloging and collection
management side of things. My partner, Bradley,
and I currently live in Cedarburg, Wis., and are
enjoying life with our new cat, Josie!

2019
Jeanette E. Adams • I’ve been living in the
mountains of Colorado near Aspen as a nanny and
musician! I really enjoy seeing the sun every day, a
rarity during my time in the Midwest haha.
Umer Amer • Just got married!
Mikaela L. Bolker • I recently moved to Los
Angeles, Calif., where I perform and run my
content writing business fulltime! I am excited to
release my ebook later this year, which teaches
others how to find success freelancing and gain an
entrepreneurial mindset.
Saahil K Cuccria • I use they/them pronouns.
My partner, Erik, and I just celebrated the first
anniversary of our first in-person date this February
and are excited to move-in together this summer.
I’ve been enjoying my role as the assistant dean
of admissions at Union College. I’m excited to be
co-chairing our cluster reunion in 2023 as I often
reminisce on my experience at Lawrence. I am also
starting a podcast with my friend called, “Gossip
Gays” so give it a listen if you like comedy.
Rachel E. Geiger • I’ve been a little off the grid
since I got rid of my smartphone last February,
but I moved to Nashville after graduating and
was working for Turnip Green Creative Reuse, a
little pay-what-you-can arts and crafts thrift store.
Over this past summer, I began training under
a Montessori teacher and started with my own
classroom in October. When I’m not teaching,
I’ve been off gathering (hoarding) tchotchkes
from Turnip Green and various antique stores or
traveling with my partner.
Ava R. Huebner • Hello, all! My update is that
I changed careers already! After inevitably catching
COVID-19 at my in-person workplace, I left.
I am now about a year into being a writer for an
immigration law firm. I have been excitedly waiting
for the payoffs of all the efforts my coworkers
and I have put towards becoming one of the first
remote workplaces to unionize! (By the time this is
printed, I better have a union I stg). Even after nine
months, I still highly (highly) recommend joining
or forming a union! Last but mostly definitely not
least, I also adopted a lovely cat named Edie a little
over a year ago. She’ll be two years old in May.
Cheers!
Benjamin A. Klein • Many changes came my way
in 2021. On Feb. 12, I proposed to my girlfriend,
Emmaleigh Carlson, at Stinson Beach, Calif. She
said yes! In May, I left my job at the University of
Arizona to move in with my fiancé in West Covina,
Calif. I now work for the Office of Philanthropy
at City of Hope Cancer Hospital. We’ve been
planning a wedding for the past year, and we will
be married on March 12, 2022, in Savannah, Ga.!

Xiaoxiang Liu • After a year working in Washington,
D.C., I moved to Shanghai. I’ve been working as
a product manager at a service robot start-up—
YOGO Robot. I’m very grateful for everyone who
helped me along the way.
Vo Hoang Vy Ngo • I am currently a master’s
degree student in the interdisciplinary field of
learning sciences and technologies. I am expecting
to graduate in June 2022 and will be job-searching
in Boston. I recently adopted a 5-year-old cow cat
named Milky! He has brought so much joy and
warmth into my household (though he can be very
sassy on occasions). Being a human partner to
a cat has sparked my passion for animal welfare
and support. If you have the means to, I would
highly encourage you to find a cause that you can
support!
Anna E. Pell • In October I moved to London, U.K.
where I am currently studying global health and
development at University College London. I’ve
been enjoying being a student again, meeting new
people from all over the world, and living in the
same city as El Goblirsch ’19.
David A. Philyaw • I started working my
dream job at the front desk of Steamworks
(SteamworksBaths.com), a private men’s
sauna and bathhouse in the heart of Chicago’s
gayborhood.
I want to thank Greg Griffin for teaching me
the joys of customer service during my four years
on the Warch Campus Center Tech Crew and wish
him a happy retirement.
Binita Rajbhandari • I am in the final year of my
master’s program pursuing a degree in data
science at DePaul University. Along with that, I
am currently interning as a business analyst at
ABclonal Technology.

Sarah M. Schweickart • Last year I moved to
Costa Rica, and I am currently residing in the
city of Heredia with my boyfriend. I just started
a master’s program at the National University
of Costa Rica in ecotoxicology, an applied study
that aims to mitigate the negative effects of
anthropogenic contaminants in the environment.
In my free time, I have been doing virtual tutoring
and visiting the beautiful beaches and volcanos of
Costa Rica. ¡Pura Vida!
Emma S. Swidler • Hello! I’m living in
Bloomington, Ind., with my new kitty and am
slowly working on an English Ph.D. I’ve managed
to meet local Lawrentians, so Lawrence is never
too far away!
Emma L. Webster • After a leave of absence due
to the pandemic, I joined the Class of 2022!
In May, I graduated with a Master of Music in
vocal performance and vocal pedagogy from the
Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins University.
Charlotte S. Willett • Greetings! I live in Boston
with Joe. We want a cat, but the landlord is allergic.
Nina Wilson • I am living life in Chicago! Spending
time with my puppy and working with very cool
people to create new civil access to justice policy
within Illinois’ court system, in addition to helping
self-represented litigants navigate their cases.
Taking the plunge back into academic life in 2022
as an incoming 1L in law school. As of writing this,
the winter is taking a toll on cutaneous health, but
it’s nothing a low-maintenance skin care regimen
can’t fix. Whenever I remember to do so, I apply
#Vaseline and encourage you to do the same.

Sarah M. Woody • I am finishing up my last
semester of grad school and now applying to
temporary jobs that will help me achieve my goal
of becoming a wildlife biologist!
Rebecca L. Yeazel • My boyfriend and I just
celebrated our five-year anniversary! We also just
adopted a puppy! Her name is Millie, and she
is seven months old—we’re pretty sure she is a
heeler mix, and people think she is mixed with
smooth collie. Including our cat, we now have
two sweet additional members of the family. I
am in the process of writing a children’s book
(or multiple ... ?), which I am very excited about!
My boyfriend and I are looking forward to the
weather warming up in our hometown of Boise,
Idaho, so we can stop being lazy and get out in the
mountains and do some hiking!
Yifan Zhang • A lot of things happened recently!
I’m working at a fashion+tech company (JOOR)
as a product designer. I got married to Marc Cioffi
and we’re planning our ceremony. We moved to
Queens, N.Y. Back in college I really wanted to
be an artist and now I’m satisfied with being a
product designer.
I no longer intend to be an artist, but hope to
pick up photography again one day.

2021
Emilia A. Jackson • I am excited to announce that
I will be beginning a new position as a band
director this fall with the Almond-Bancroft PK–12
School!

MARRIAGES

BIRTHS AND ADOPTIONS

Shaun E. Donnelly ’68 and Kathryn Hauser, Thurmont, MD,
November 27, 2021.

Laura B. Zuege ’02 and Todd Wenzel, Menasha, Wisconsin, a son, Alexander,
February 17, 2021

Anna C. Ratliff ’14 and Graham H. Jones ’15, Washington, D.C.,
October 16, 2021.

Alaina S. Gates ’05 and Ben Sterk, Bristol, Wisconsin, a son, Ezekiel,
December 21, 2021

Andrew Borresen ’15 and Jenna Borresen, Milwaukee, WI,
January 28, 2022.

James B. Hall ’06 and Kristen Gaylord, Fort Worth, Texas, a daughter, Ruby
Hall, August 1, 2021
Stephanie A. Kliethermes ’07, Madison, Wisconsin, a daughter, Kennedi Grace,
January 5, 2022
Elyse C. Lucas ’10, Appleton, Wisconsin, a son, August, April 3, 2021
Ann E. Kaiser ’11 and Aaron Jahnke, Palo Alto, California, a son,
Wolfgang Aaron, December 18, 2021
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DECEASED ALUMNI

IN MEMORIAM

Vanevaryn Knoblauch Peeters ’51,
December 9, 2021.

Dr. Charles S. Watson ’54, Bloomington, IN,
September 10, 2021.

Rachael Bizal Macklem ’59, Beloit, WI,
December 16, 2021.

Barbara Honer Rasmussen M-D’51, Canfield, OH,
September 14, 2021.

Alpha Wetenkamp M-D’54, Wauwatosa, WI,
January 15, 2022.

F. Brooks Nemacheck, Jr. ’59 P’87, Phoenix, AZ,
December 20, 2020. Family includes Ned K.
Nemacheck ’66.

Raymond A. Smith ’51, Appleton, WI,
January 9, 2022.

Richard H. Coan ’55, Highlands Ranch, CO,
October 17, 2021.

Charles H. Van De Zande ’51, Williamsburg, VA,
March 20, 2022. Family includes Iris Van De Zande
Miller ’42.

Joanne Fude Cook M-D’55, El Paso, TX,
January 9, 2022.

Margaret Buswell Nelson ’41, Rochester, MN, March 26, 2022.
Robert W. Barry ’42, Madison, WI, March 10, 2022.
Helen Schreiber Allen ’44, Mesa, AZ, December 15, 2021.
Daniel K. Allison ’44, Milwaukee, WI, October 16, 2021.
Joseph H. Jameson ’45, January 12, 2022.
Dr. Jacquelyn Draeb Bass ’46, Oklahoma City, OK, March 20, 2022.
Gertrude Johnson McEwen M-D’46, Carmel, CA, October 20, 2021.
Herschel V. Morris ’47, Boone, NC, May 29, 2020.
Betty Hoffman Vosper ’47 P’76, Appleton, WI, January 3, 2022.
Family includes Jacob B. Vosper ’07; James R. Vosper ’76; Mary Gajewski
Vosper ’76; Sarah A. Vosper ’12.

LU helped to shape some of my life-long
interests and intellectual curiosities, and for
that I will be forever grateful. These are only
some of the reasons that I’ve decided to include
a gift for Lawrence in my retirement planning,
and to join the Lawrence-Downer Legacy Circle.
Legacy Circle is an easy way to give back to a
university that gave me so much, and will also
help to ensure that Lawrence remains strong
and supportive of its students for many years
to come. I hope others will consider including
Lawrence as a beneficiary in their retirement
plans, wills, insurance policies, or trusts—your
support remains important, and this is an easy
way to ensure Lawrence’s future.
—Elizabeth Anderson ’10
Join Elizabeth in the Lawrence-Downer Legacy Circle.
Visit legacygiving.lawrence.edu to learn more.
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Lester J. Badenoch, Jr. ’52, Lisbon, NY,
April 17, 2020.
Theodore C. Froemming ’52, Fort Worth, TX,
December 6, 2021. Family includes Norma
Mladinich Froemming ’51.

Phyllis Blair Wallis ’47, Appleton, WI, March 30, 2022.
Maryellen Jensen Dietz ’48, Silverdale, WA, October 12, 2021.
Betty Harbert Gaedke ’48 P’73, Glendale, WI, February 27, 2022.
Elisabeth Foulke Jabas ’48, Appleton, WI, September 21, 2021. Family
includes Michael P. Reed ’87.
Elizabeth Thurmon Roska M-D’48, Brookfield, WI, November 17, 2021.

Jean Luginbuhl Krueger ’52, Belleville, WI,
July 11, 2020.
Joan Swartzlow McDougal ’52, Dillon, MT,
October 19, 2021.
James L. Patten ’52 P’90, Tucson, AZ,
September 30, 2021. Family includes Andrew L.
Patten ’90.

Ann De Swarte Munar M-D’55, Plano, IL,
September 3, 2020.
Caryl Coninx Trachte ’55, Lititz, PA,
October 4, 2021.
Waneta Esch Araneo ’56, Orange Park, FL,
November 26, 2021. Family includes J. Thomas
Hurvis ’60; Martha Esch Schott ’70.
Jane Scoggin Parry ’56, Edina, MN,
January 29, 2022.
Nancy Brice Van Ry ’56, Perrysburg, OH,
January 7, 2021. Family includes Elizabeth
Murphy Brice ’66.

Chuck Gobel ’60, Greenfield, WI,
November 28, 2021.
Marilyn Mollenhauer Liebert ’60, Rhinelander, WI,
February 18, 2022.
James B. Raue ’60, Winter Park, FL,
August 26, 2021.
Dr. Ilene Hanson Sears M-D’60, Winston Salem,
NC, February 1, 2022.
LTC Rodney A. Stecher ’60, Sunset Hills, MO,
January 3, 2022.
Margaret Carroll ’61, Appleton, WI,
December 7, 2021. Family includes
Susan Beckwith ’87.
Anne Holbrook Fitzgerald M-D’61, Milwaukee, WI,
February 26, 2022.

John S. Borges ’57, Mequon, WI, October 10, 2021.
Dorothy Messmore Beers M-D’49, Hartland, WI, May 31, 2021.

R. Paul Rosenheimer ’52 P’87, Mequon, WI,
February 19, 2022.

Nancy Neagle Fremont M-D’57, February 26, 2022.

Jeanne Isenberg Hendricks ’49, Madison, WI, February 4, 2022.
Betty R. Podolske M-D’49, Milwaukee, WI, June 20, 2021.

John B. Shier ’52, Gold Canyon, AZ,
September 11, 2021. Family includes Carol Bevins
Shier ’52.

Barbara Clemons Bump M-D’50, Charlevoix, MI, November 15, 2021.
Dr. Robert R. de Wet ’50, Neenah, WI, October 14, 2021.
David C. Gustman ’50, Marinette, WI, November 23, 2021. Family
includes Kelli Gustman ’87; Thomas P. Gustman ’53.
Joan Miller Hunting ’50, Phoenix, AZ, December 14, 2021. Family
includes Mary Lou Hunting Dosland ’52; Mike Kumbalek ’13.
Claude H. Radtke ’50, Menasha, WI, October 31, 2021.
David H. Weber ’50 P’73, De Pere, WI, September 29, 2021. Family
includes Karen Weber Robbins ’73; Suzanne Faber Weber ’58; Heidi
Weber Wilke ’90.

Carolyn Schulz Haumersen ’53, Madison, WI,
October 6, 2021. Family includes Thomas J.
Schulz ’60.
Virginia Runge Appleton ’54, Arkport, NY,
February 4, 2022.
Marian Martin Barkley ’54, Glenview, IL,
March 13, 2022. Family includes Ralph B.
Tippet ’54.
Edward L. Burg, Jr. ’54, Decatur, AL,
November 14, 2021.

John W. Boughton ’51, Bayfield, WI, January 30, 2022.

Betsey L. Packard ’54, Sarasota, FL,
April 20, 2020.

Allen H. Frater ’51 P’89 ’87 ’77, Fish Creek, WI, December 12, 2021. Family
includes Cheryl Frater Anderson ’87; David A. Frater ’77; Eric H.
Frater ’11; Julia Skinner Frater ’77; Caran Frater Quadracci ’89.

Ramon L. Steck ’54 P’84, Greenville, SC,
January 11, 2022. Family includes Gretchen Friedley
Steck ’85; Paul R. Steck ’84.

Dr. Robert E. McCoy ’51, North Oaks, MN, October 17, 2021.

LTC Byron W. Trachte (Ret.) ’54, Lititz, PA,
August 8, 2021.

Sidney Stoker Morgan M-D’51, Wakefield, RI, October 16, 2021.
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Thomas C. Van Housen ’51, Minneapolis, MN,
February 2, 2022. Family includes Holly Skaer ’91.

Maynard A. Kunschke ’55, Appleton, WI,
October 27, 2021.

Susan Severson Emerich ’60, Colorado Springs,
CO, February 12, 2022. Family includes Donald D.
Emerich ’62; Mary Severson Lewis ’58.

Frederick J. Noack ’57, Waupun, WI,
November 11, 2021.
Richard K. Weber ’57 P’90, Naples, FL, February 22,
2022. Family includes Karen Weber Robbins ’73;
Heidi Weber Wilke ’90.
Glory Thompson Wiltjer ’57 P’90, Glenview, IL,
October 3, 2021. Family includes Mary H. Wiltjer ’90.
Nancy Haley Haring M-D’58, Naperville, IL,
December 31, 2021.
William R. Laycock, Jr. ’58, Newport Beach, CA,
October 20, 2021.
Nancy Burmeister Porter ’58, Seymour, WI,
September 29, 2021.
William L. Swearingen, Sr. ’58, Addison, TX,
January 15, 2022.
Marilyn Edwards Tydrich ’58, Grafton, WI,
December 19, 2021.
Rogelio S. Llerandi ’59, Skokie, IL, July 19, 2021.
Family includes Christopher K. Page ’88;
J. Gilbert Swift III ’59; Susan Daniels Swift ’62.

Patricia Daniels Llerandi ’61, Skokie, IL,
November 1, 2020. Family includes Christopher K.
Page ’88; J. Gilbert Swift III ’59; Susan Daniels
Swift ’62.
James O. Schulze ’61, Fort Pierce, FL,
January 7, 2022.
Dean E. Wheelock ’61, Athelstane, WI,
January 26, 2022.
Janet M. Ansorge ’62, Atlanta, GA, September
17, 2021. Family includes James E. Gorlinsky ’93;
Lynne Ansorge Gorlinsky ’66; Lois HalversenKouyias ’68; Kim Kimberly Holland ’90; Karen
Ansorge Kimberly ’58; Richard H. Kimberly ’57.
Helaine L. Muehlmeier ’62, Fitchburg, WI,
November 21, 2021.
Dr. Diana F. De Vita M-D’63, Palm Coast, FL,
June 30, 2020.
John F. Klinkert ’63, Lynnwood, WA, February 5,
2022. Family includes Brenda R. Klinkert ’04;
James R. Klinkert ’69; Joanne Fratcher Klinkert ’69.
George C. McKann ’63, Park Ridge, IL,
January 19, 2022. Family includes Alice Taussig
McKann ’62.
LAWRENCE

75

IBNE M
TE
HM
EO
LR
IG
IA
HM
T!

Linda McGrath Ingalls ’64, Wichita, KS,
January 9, 2022.
Daniel M. Miller ’64, Tucson, AZ,
September 24, 2020.
Carolyn Pyle Poust ’64, Saint Paul, MN,
December 13, 2021.

IN MEMORIAM

Thomas J. Keane ’70, Gabriola, CA,
October 6, 2021. Family includes Dr. Patrick K.
Keane ’66; Shauna Keane-Timberlake ’91.
James E. Huegerich ’71, Chapel Hill, NC,
February 7, 2022.
Betsy A. Hannum ’74, Saint Paul, MN,
August 23, 2020.

Dr. Dane M. Jespersen ’91, Neenah, WI,
September 24, 2021.
Susan L. Loris ’91, Whitefish Bay, WI,
January 7, 2021.
Patrick L. Schubert ’92, Gary, IN,
September 26, 2021.

Donald A. Smart ’64 P’96, Damariscotta, ME,
January 12, 2022. Family includes Robert W.
Smart ’96.

Christine J. Solchenberger ’74, Milwaukee, WI,
September 26, 2021.

Betty Breunig, Hanover, NH, February 2, 2021.

Professor Corry F. Azzi '65, Appleton, WI, January 8,
2022. Family includes Jane Nelson Azzi '66

Mary Jo Hibbert Powell ’75, College Station, TX,
November 19, 2021.

Dr. Margaret W. Curtis, Greensboro, NC,
January 24, 2022.

Fritz Fett ’65, Iola, WI, February 26, 2022.

Diane L. Larie ’76, Oshkosh, WI, February 14, 2022.

Nancy Held Harwood ’65, Saint Petersburg, FL,
May 15, 2020. Family includes Colleen E.
Held-Messana ’68.

Debra Settles Walker ’76, Chicago, IL,
January 9, 2022.

Dr. Melvin K. Ho ’66, Oakland, CA, May 28, 2021.

Belmore H. Browne ’77, Boston, MA,
September 17, 2021.

FACULTY, STAFF, AND FRIENDS

Catherine Hutto Gordon, San Marino, CA,

CORRY AZZI ’65
1944–2022
Corry Azzi ’65, an economics professor who had a
“larger than life” presence on campus for more than
three decades before retiring in 2002, passed away
Jan. 8 at the age of 77.

Azzi returned to Lawrence in 1970, joining the economics
faculty, and over the next 32 years became one of the most
visible professors on campus. In 1997, he was awarded
Lawrence’s Excellence in Teaching Award.

Azzi attended Lawrence, graduating summa cum
laude in 1965. He would go on to become a Woodrow
Wilson Scholar at Harvard University, earning his
doctorate in economics.

Azzi commanded a presence on campus. He was described
as opinionated, straightforward, and often gruff, with a deep
knowledge of economics, masterful skills in the classroom,
and a willingness to guide and mentor both students and
colleagues.

February 8, 2021.

Kathryn A. Kennedy P’02, San Tan Valley, AZ,
December 8, 2021. Family includes Patrick R.
Kennedy ’02.



Daniel P. McCarthy P’23, Hiles, WI,
December 28, 2021.

William T. Johnson ’66, Battle Ground, WA,
December 13, 2021. Family includes Marcia Zahn
Johnson ’68.
Jack L. Barta ’69, Cedarburg, WI,
September 3, 2021.
Caroline J. Downs ’69, Oak Park, IL,
March 15, 2022.
Douglas D. Head ’69, Orlando, FL,
November 14, 2021.
Patricia A. Modisett ’69, Houston, TX,
May 21, 2021.
Thomas R. Pender ’69, Northfield, MN,
January 24, 2022. Family includes Patricia A.
Dew ’69.

James R. Guenther ’77, Gering, NE,
September 3, 2021.
Ross H. Klarner ’77, Manchester, MO,
December 29, 2021. Family includes
Hans L. Erickson ’86.
Stephen McCardell ’80, Appleton, WI,
July 29, 2020. Family includes Susan Lawrence
McCardell ’80.
Christine Pasko Falls ’84, Batavia, IL,
March 30, 2022. Family includes Margaret Pasko
Urbanowicz ’88.
Jennifer L. Johnson ’87, Brooklyn, NY,
October 25, 2021.
Nicholas K. Wurzel ’90, Waunakee, WI,
September 27, 2021.

Marjorie Peterson, North Oaks, MN,
November 4, 2021. Family includes Dwight A.
Peterson ’55.
Charles R. Reff P’99, Appleton, WI,
March 3, 2022. Family includes Carl A. Liebich ’69;
Christine A. Liebich ’67; Cynthia Liebich Reff ’63;
Robert C. Reff ’99.
Dennis Ribbens P’97 ’92 ’88 ’84 ’83 ’81,
Watersmeet, MI, March 1, 2022. Family includes
Dr. Kristen Ribbens Bruxvoort ’84; Sarah Ribbens
Dionne ’97; Dave Ribbens ’83; Dirk J. Ribbens ’92;
Hans K. Ribbens ’88; Kelly McGlauchlen Ribbens ’91;
Peter Ribbens ’81.
Delfino Serrano Flores, January 18, 2022.

PETER FRITZELL
1940–2021
Professor of English, Peter Fritzell was a mainstay
of the Lawrence faculty from the mid-1960s through
the early 2000s. His creativity, passion for teaching,
exuberant personality, and love of outdoor adventure
made him a beloved figure on campus. Experiencing
the outdoors and writing about nature became a
lifelong passion.

wife, Anne, recently established an endowed scholarship
fund at Lawrence in his name, the Peter A. Fritzell Endowed
Scholarship Fund at Lawrence University.
During his time at Lawrence, he was the first to hold the
endowed title of Patricia Hamar Boldt Professor of Liberal
Studies. He served as chair of the English Department and
spent time as director of Lawrence’s London Centre.

He died at home in Appleton on Dec. 7. He was 81.
Fritzell’s connections with his students ran so deep
that a former student, Jason Spaeth ’92, and his

Mark R. Vandertie, Appleton, WI, August 27, 2021.

Fritzell continued to interact regularly with Lawrence well
after his retirement.



Leonard A. Widen, Milwaukee, WI, March 1, 2022.
Family includes Marlene Crupi Widen M-D’55.

DENNIS RIBBENS
MARGARET CARROLL ’61
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1939–2021

In 1969, she helped create the National Journal and later served as
the organization’s congressional editor and associate editor. She
continued a long career in journalism and advocacy.

Margaret Carroll ’61 was a former Lawrence trustee
who was a leader in Washington, D.C., journalism
in the 1960s before forging an impressive career in
public policy and business research that spanned more
than three decades.

Carroll provided significant leadership to her alma mater, serving as
a member of the Lawrence Board of Trustees from 1974 to 1980 and
again from 1983 to 2006. She chaired the Board from 1993 to 1995
and was Board secretary from 1998 to 2006, when she was elected
an emerita trustee.

A resident of Appleton since retiring in 2002,
she died Dec. 7 with her sisters by her side.
She was 82.

She volunteered in a variety of other capacities through the years
and continued to offer her guidance until her final days.

SPRING/SUMMER 2022

1935–2022
Lawrence University is mourning the death of
retired library director Dennis Ribbens, who
oversaw the university’s transition to the digital age
of library services. He passed away February 28 in
Watersmeet, MI.
Ribbens served as library director from 1971 to 1998,
a time that saw unprecedented change at Lawrence,

including the transition from the Samuel Appleton Library to
the current Seeley G. Mudd Library. With it came the move to
digitally accessible library materials, a massive undertaking
that took years of planning and execution.
Ribbens also was a member of the faculty, teaching Freshman
Studies (now First-Year Studies), among other things, which
aligned with his lifelong passions for reading, language,
and nature.
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The Big

Picture
American White Pelican, Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. About:
With a wingspan of 108 inches and weighing over 16
pounds, American white pelicans are among the largest
birds in North America. These majestic birds can be found
regularly along the Fox River and Lake Winnebago, where
they hunt in groups for fish. Their large beaks help them
scoop up fish, but contrary to cartoon portrayals, they do
not use them to carry food in their bill pouches. Behind
the shot: I recently noticed a small flock of pelicans
swimming near campus. It was hard to get a good angle
on these birds because of the steep banks along the Fox
River. For this shot, I lowered myself down to a few dry
rocks, and with my back against a rock wall I was able to
get this photo of two of the pelicans from water level as
the sun shown off the Warch Campus Center windows.
Photo: Kai Frueh ’25
For more, see Kai’s photo essay on page 30.
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Photo: Elliott M. Marsh ’22
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Get your LU 175 Gear!
T-shirts (we even have class colors), beanies, coffee mugs, pint glasses and more! Merchandise is
available only through 2022, so don’t wait too long to stock up on your commemorative gear.
go.lawrence.edu/lu175gear

